
LOVING GOD’S WAY 

1 John 2:7-17 

  

I.     THE COMMAND 

7 Dear friends, I am not writing you a new command but 

an old one, which you have had since the beginning. This 

old command is the message you have heard. 8 Yet I am 

writing you a new command; its truth is seen in him and 

you, because the darkness is passing and the true light is 

already shining.  

  

Leviticus 19:18 

Love your neighbor as yourself 

Mark 12:31 

'Love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no 

commandment greater than these."  

Galatians 5:14 

The entire law is summed up in a single command: "Love 

your neighbor as yourself." 

  

II.  THE CONDITIONS 

A. Self- Denial 

9 Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates his 

brother is still in the darkness. 10 Whoever loves his 

brother lives in the light, and there is nothing in him to 

make him stumble. 11 But whoever hates his brother is in 

the darkness and walks around in the darkness; he does 

not know where he is going, because the darkness has 

blinded him.  



  

B. Self Examination 

12 I write to you, dear children, 

because your sins have been forgiven on account of his 

name.  

13 I write to you, fathers, 

because you have known him who is from the beginning. 

I write to you, young men, 

because you have overcome the evil one. 

I write to you, dear children, 

because you have known the Father.  

14 I write to you, fathers, 

because you have known him who is from the beginning. 

I write to you, young men, 

because you are strong, 

and the word of God lives in you, 

and you have overcome the evil one.  

  

A. Children 

  

B. Young Men 

  

C. Fathers 

  

III.                   THE CAUTION 

15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If 

anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in 

him. 16 For everything in the world — the cravings of 

sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he 



has and does — comes not from the Father but from the 

world. 17 The world and its desires pass away, but the 

man who does the will of God lives forever.  

  

A. Craving 

Craving (Desires of the Flesh): The outlook orientated 

towards self, that which pursues its own ends in self-

sufficient independence of God and in self-sufficient 

independence of one's fellow man. 
The Expositor's Bible Commentary 
  
  
  

B. Lust 

“Can refer especially to sexual lust, but can also mean 

everything that entices the eyes."  
The Expositor's Bible Commentary 
  

C.                    Pride 

“A pretentious hypocrite who glories in himself or in his 

possessions.” 

  
 


