
“If we ever needed the lord before, we sure do need
Him now…” Many of us are familiar with these
beloved lyrics; words ringing truer than any other
remedy for times like these. I’m reminded of God’s
nearness to each one of us who is desirous of His
presence: “Draw near to God and He will draw near to
you Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and
He will lift you up.” James   4:8, 10   NKJV  

Scripture promises like the ones mentioned above have
encouraged countless lives for centuries. Aren’t the
Lord’s promises encouraging to you today? Indeed, we
probably have many verses that have over the years
touched our hearts, comforted our minds, and given
renewal to our purpose. I’m so thankful we have the
Word of God accessible to us, aren’t you my friend?

Long ago a young person asked me if I knew what the
Bible stood for. I mentioned what God’s Word meant
to me and defined several of Its purposes for our lives.
I was then told by this youth, “Pastor Tracy the Bible
stands for Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth!”

I was amazed, had I lived all these years, was blessed
with a Christian education, and had ministered to
many, and had never thought about that amazing
acronym?! It’s no wonder we call it “The Good Book”,
God’s title for His-story is PERFECT!
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Friends, what does God’s Word stand for in your life? What
does the “Good Book” mean to you? God’s Word changed
my life, and has been and always will be a BLESSING to
me! May the Bible be a blessing to you as you read and draw
nearer to JESUS.

Godbless,
Pastor Tracy Baerg



what god's word
means to me

The impact that God’s Word has had on my life can be
a little hard to describe, mostly because His Word is

alive. Scripture has an incredible ability to speak God’s
truth to us in whatever circumstances we find ourselves
in. When I was a teen and I needed encouragement to

be more patient…God’s Word was there. When I was a
missionary and I needed assurance of God’s presence

and His calling to serve…God’s Word was there.
Today, as I continue to serve, God’s Word is a

reminder that all He has done in the past is just the
beginning of what He will do in the future. John 15:13
says, "Greater love has no one than this: to lay down

one's life for one's friends."

What I really appreciate about the Bible is its complex simplicity. There is the rich theology of
Paul's letters, as well as the complicated laws of the Old Testament which scholars have

studied for millennia. Even the simple "children's" stories have serious depth as well. I am still
discovering profound insights from these stories that I have heard hundreds of times. The
Bible continues to amaze me on how it makes the gospel simple enough for children to

understand, and yet still complex enough for adults to study for their entire lives.

The Word of God is dynamic! It is better than a piece of classic literature. Without fail, when
I open God’s Word I find wisdom, peace, encouragement, and a challenge to live a more

abundant life. The same words I’ve memorized and soothe my soul can be the very ones that
challenge me to grow and step outside of my zone of comfort when I read His Word.
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Psalm 19: 7-13 tells me that the Bible has more than one
function for my life. It is God’s revelation to me and the

standard for my thoughts and conduct. The Law of the Lord is
perfect, converting the soul. His perfect law of love, shining

through His Son, changes me. As the testimony of the Lord is
sure, it is God’s self-disclosure; God giving testimony about

who He is! And He is Love. Regarding the statutes of the
Lord, it is the doctrine and principles He wants me to know
about so my heart can rejoice. As the commandments of the

Lord, it is the binding, authoritative mandate God gives me to
enlighten my eyes on how to love Him and my fellow man. As
the judgment of the Lord, the Bible provides for me the verdict

of the divine judge, and it is true and right, sweeter than
honey, more precious than gold. The Bible is a manual on

worship, too, teaching me how to worship wholly and
appropriately. My Father hears my prayers, my thoughts of
Him, and my songs. The Bible is all of this and more to me.

“Yes, Jesus loves me. The Bible tells me so.”
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