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Merry Christmas
Fairmont Family

So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into

BY PASTOR TRACY BAERG

which the Lord has made known to us.’ And they came with

heaven, that the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us now
go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to pass,

haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a
“Season’s Greetings to everyone!”

manger. When they had seen him, they spread the word
concerning what had been told them about this child, and all

I’d like to share with you a Christmas story that I

who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to

hope brings you peace and goodwill today...

them. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God
for all the things they had heard and seen.” Luke 2:8-18

In the Gospel of Luke chapter 2, we find the account
of a group of people who were invited to the greatest

Fairmont Family, we’ve been invited to behold our Savior,

holiday gathering ever. Let’s read this story and think

Christ the Lord. As we near Christmas day, let’s once again

about what it would be like to be invited to such an

consider the manger and the Son of God who was cradled

event.

within. As you ponder the peace our Prince of Peace brings,
may that gift of peace that surpasses all understanding fill

“Now there were in the same country shepherds

your soul, and may you cradle Christ in your hearts.

living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock
at night. And behold, an angel of the Lord stood
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were greatly afraid. Then the angel
said to them, ‘Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring
you good tidings of great joy which will be to all
people. For there is born to you this day in the city of
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will
be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in
swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.’ And suddenly
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly
host praising God and saying: ‘Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men!’

Fairmont Calendar
December 24 - Christmas Eve
December 25 - Christmas Day
December 28 - Church Business Meeting
December 31 - New Year’s Eve
January 1 - New Year’s Day

Even with the help from the Academy and the reduced
costs due to the church being closed, our church expense
giving is still behind. Expenses are more than income.

This is the last month of the year, and in the last several
years Fairmont has come through in December and
balanced the budget. We need to do it again this year.
With everyone’s help, we will balance the budget for
2020.

Fairmont Christmas Giving

Health Nugget

BY BRUCE RICH

BY CLAIRE LEAR

2020 has been a year most of us would like to forget. In
spite of this, we still have a lot to be thankful for this
year. Back at the beginning of COVID-19 in April, the
Northern California Conference helped in a very big
way by reducing teacher billings to schools by 50% in
April and May (I am sure they and everyone else had no
idea the pandemic would still be going). The Academy

Are you feeling anxious, fearful, tired, or having trouble
sleeping? You are not alone.

was able to pass the reduction in teacher billing on to the
churches by reducing the school subsidy in April and
May by 50% as well.

Anxiety-related ailments cost the U.S. billions of dollars
every year. The word anxiety comes from the Latin root
that means "to choke" or "to squeeze." This interrupts

Through the giving of tithe, Fairmont has received
slightly more than November 2019. To my

our sleep, chokes our energy, and harms our overall
well-being. Anxiety and fear are close cousins, but the
two are not the same. Fear sees a threat, while anxiety

understanding, tithe has also gone up for Northern

imagines a threat.

California. God is good.
Scripture includes many verses that can bring comfort

This year, Fairmont has accomplished some major
projects: necessary repairs have been made to the
stained-glass windows and they will be reinstalled
shortly; the nonfunctioning and very old kitchen

and peace to a worried heart. Read Psalms 56:3-4;
Matthew 6:25-34; 1 Peter 5:6-8; Philippians 4:4-8.
Remember the Lord is here, always. Remember He is in
control, always.

Remember the Lord is not only the

equipment has been replaced with new equipment; the

Giver of your day but also the Ordainer of every minute

new upgraded camera equipment with more functions

inside of it, always. Remember amidst the pressures,

has been installed and allows us to better live-stream our
services. Thank you, Fairmont.

pain, and anxiety in life that He is sovereign, always. Let
us remember to laugh more, learn more, and not forget
who is with us through it all.

Sabbath School Zoom Classes
BY DONNA COLUCCI

March 14, 2020. Fairmont Church closed their doors and Sabbath School had to be postponed.

My thoughts were that this viral invasion would come and go in about 6 weeks. Right? Wrong! After the first 2
weeks of no Sabbath School class, Cathy Schmidt’s daughter offered her Zoom account to help us out. So off we
went into the digital world. And we’ve been there ever since March 28.

It took several weeks to acclimate to our new digital Sabbath School, but we rejoiced in seeing our class face to
face. What a blessing it has been. God is good all the time! We have been able to continue our lively discussions,
spending at least 20 minutes in prayer requests. prayer, and checking up on each other. About 45 minutes is
spent on our lesson which, through the years, has been different books. Right now we are reading and
discussing Randy Robert’s book Waiting and Longing. A very appropriate book for our current times.

Please feel free to join us! We log in at 9 AM and go till 10:20 AM. We are so happy to have some former
members log in and join us from Tennessee, Washington, and Idaho. If you are interested in joining, call me,
Donna Colucci at 329-6541 and I can share the link. Leave a message if I don’t answer.

Children's Corner
PROVIDED BY KRISTI KOOGER

cont. on next page

Praline Popcorn Crackle
BY DONNA RITTENBACH

½ cup popcorn, unpopped
1 ½ cups light brown sugar, firmly packed
1 cup light corn syrup¾ cup butter or
margarine1
½ teaspoon maple extract
½ teaspoon salt
¼ teaspoon baking soda2 cups pecans, (8 oz.)
toasted and coarsely chopped

Directions:

1. Heat oven to 225ºF.
2. Thoroughly grease a 14 x 10 x 2 inch roasting pan or large cookie sheet. Pop popcorn according to package instructions (I used an air
popper). You should have about 14 cups of popped corn.
3. In a 5 quart saucepan over high heat, bring brown sugar, corn syrup, and butter to boil, stirring constantly. Reduce heat to medium and
simmer for 5 minutes, stirring occasionally.
4. Remove from heat; stir in maple extract, salt, and baking soda. Pour over popcorn and pecans.
5. Working quickly, and using two wooden spoons, stir mixture to coat thoroughly.
6. Pour mixture into prepared pan; bake for 1 hour, stirring occasionally.
7. Remove from oven; let cool in pan for about 15 minutes.
8. Turn popcorn mixture out onto wax paper to cool completely. Break into pieces; store in airtight containers in a cool dry place for up
to 2 weeks. Makes about 4 quarts.

