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Pastor's Pen
BY PASTOR TRACY BAERG

Season’s Greetings, Fairmont Family! Rejoice, be grateful for the
blessing of Christ this Christmas season. “Oh, give thanks to the
Lord, for He is good! For His mercy endures forever.” Psalms 107:1

I’m grateful we’ve been blessed with God’s guidance in navigating
through this past year of uncertain times, for we’ve been given
wisdom from the only certain Source, Jesus. I’m thankful that
we’ve been blessed with perseverance, facing challenges brought
on by much change, yet we’ve endured and have stayed strong in
the One who never changes, who is the same yesterday, today,
and tomorrow, Jesus. I’m appreciative for all that God has given
us, day by day, moment by moment, for He is Life and Life
everlasting, His Name Is JESUS!

This time of year we spend a little more time reflecting on the 1st
Advent of Christ. Jesus, the “Bread of Life”, who was born in a
stable and cradled in a manger in the “City of Bread.” We recall
the shepherds’ account of the Angels singing and proclaiming,
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward
men!” Luke 2:14

Just imagine if you were there then and had witnessed any part of
this happening: “So it was, when the angels had gone away from
them into heaven, that the shepherds said to one another, 'Let us
now go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to pass,
which the Lord has made known to us.' And they came with haste
and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger. Now
when they had seen Him, they made widely known the saying
which was told them concerning this Child. And all those who
heard it marveled at those things which were told them by the
shepherds. But Mary kept all these things and pondered them in
her heart. Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising
God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told
them.” Luke 2:15-20

Fairmont Family, as we witness through the Word this most
marvelous of miracles, are you pondering the Prince of Peace’s
love for you in your heart?

I hope you will take what has been shared with you via Scripture, embrace
Jesus in your heart, and like the shepherds, glorify and praise God for all the
things that you have had heard and believed.

That’s what Christmas is all about for the Christian believer. Embrace JESUS,
believe, and share!  

Regarding sharing, I want to thank ALL of you for sharing with our Fairmont
Seventh-day Adventist Church this whole year. You have shared your time,
your talents, your tithes and offerings, and most abundantly your prayers for
Christ’s ministries to cultivate the Fruits of the Spirit in people’s lives. Thank
you for ALL that you have given.

On November 27th, many of you shared a thankfulness offering. You gave to
God a sum of just under $9,000 in one Sabbath. Thank you for your generous
blessing. As this year draws to a close, we still need to meet our November and
December expenses. Please remember Fairmont as you plan your year-end
giving. We will be having a special Christmas offering this Sabbath on
December 18th during the worship service. What can we as a Church Family
give to Jesus our King? 

I believe that God will bless us because He is always faithful! I believe He will
bless us because of people like you who partner with Him in giving for His
Fairmont Seventh-day Adventist Church.  

If you are a part of our Fairmont family and are living far away, please consider
sending a blessing our way. I trust in the Lord and know He will bless whatever
you bring, whatever you send, whatever you sacrifice in order to give.

Thank you for remembering our church this past year. I look forward to what
this season will bring. We appreciate all that you give for JESUS - your prayers,
talents, or monetary gifts. Remember God is forever faithful in supplying all of
our needs. May you and yours be blessed this Advent season!

Sabbath December 18:
- Fairmont Christmas Service (Part 1)
Special Christmas Offering
- Family Life Christmas Classics: 6 PM
Dinner/Movie/Blum Family
Christmas Special

Wednesday, December 22:
- Christmas Community Caroling
Meet at the Church Hospitality Lobby
Entrance: 5-7 PM
- Prayer Meeting: 7 PM

Sabbath December 25:
- Fairmont Christmas Service (Part 2)



The annual Fairmont Prayer Breakfast hosted by Women's
Ministries was on Sabbath morning, December 4. Our
Fireside Room was full to overflowing! There was a delicious
buffet followed by a Women Ministries team member
praying at each table for church members' special requests
and thank you's.

Fairmont Prayer
Breakfast

Our special speaker was Pastor Marlene Rodriguez, wife of
our NCC president, Dr. Marc Woodson. Marlene's timely
message was "Don't Be Afraid." Things may look frightening,
but God says He has everything under control.

We were all even further blessed by Dr. Marc Woodson's
message in his sermon "Decisions During a Storm." Despite
this storm of a pandemic, God is here.

After the service, we had a fantastic fellowship lunch. What
a blessed Sabbath that was full of good food and good news
from God's Word!

BY DONNA TUNGSEVIK



Christmas joy and celebration fill the air this week as both Lodi Academy &
Elementary celebrated learning in a musical context this week. The concerts were
performed in the gym on campus and were spectacular!

Lodi Elementary & Academy
Christmas Concerts

BY JANEEN LITTLE

Lodi Academy’s Diana Cefalo did a masterful job of creating a concert that was fun,
lively, and entertaining. The audience was blessed and delighted by a variety of
selections from the choir, Lodian Singers, and band. 

One highlight of the evening was certainly the Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy with a
special solo by Kenji. Indeed, there were so many great moments that even faculty
and students couldn't pick a favorite part of the show. However, the sections where
the band accompanied the Lodian Singers were popular and students loved the band. 

We are sad to say goodbye to the very talented director. We will surely miss her
exuberance. But never fear, the music program will still be in good hands.

The Angel Choir of lower grade
students was angelic! The first half of
the program shared what it might
have been like to be in Heaven as the
angels found out about the plan for
the Son of God to be born as a human
baby. 5th - 8th grade presented music
that celebrated Christ’s birth on
earth. 

The Good News was shared through
memorable performances by all
beginning, intermediate, and concert
bands, Jubilate and Bellissimo
handbell choirs, 5th & 6th choir, 7th &
8th choir, and instrumental solos.
Highlights included creative
arrangements of Bring a Torch,
Jeanette Isabella, Fum, Fum, Fum, and
African Bell Carol. Solos and duets by
student musicians were poignant
with a beautiful rendition of O Holy
Night by violinist Charlotte Chang.
Both choirs sang beautifully and
included traditional carols with
interesting twists including Latin. 

A great ambience, excited musicians,
welcoming Junior High students and
angelic Kindergartners through 4th
grade ensured that the wonder of
Christ’s birth is alive and worth
celebrating in Lodi this Christmas
season in 2021!



It hardly seems possible, but we are nearing the end of another year. It feels like it was
only yesterday that we were beginning the year with anticipation of the many things
God would do in our lives, families, and church.

I don’t know how you feel, but it seems that time is passing faster than ever before. I
realize that’s not the case, but perhaps it is because we have become so busy that we
often fail to take the time to pause and appreciate God’s many blessings.

The Bible tells us in 1 Thessalonians 5:18 (NKJV) in everything give thanks; for this is the
will of God in Christ Jesus for you. I know that may seem like a challenging thing to do,
but if we took time to think about the blessings of God in our lives, we would be far
better off than dwelling on the things we see as unfavorable. I was so inspired when I
opened the envelopes from the Thanksgiving offering. There were so many little notes
about how thankful you were.

It is gifts like yours that continue to enable us to function as a healthy and vibrant
church. We desire to continue to reach out into our community with love and concern,
but most importantly the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  It is evident that the Hand of God is
upon this congregation The obvious tangible evidence is all around us.

We know that you have many options when it comes to your end-of-year giving we
encourage you to place the church at the top of your list. Our church operating
expenses exceeded our income by $31,027 at the end of November. We need $31,027
plus December expenses to balance the budget. We have balanced our budget for many
years by your giving in the month of December. 

We want to thank you in advance for your continued support of Lodi Fairmont.

Fairmont Church
Budget

BY BRUCE RICH
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