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WHAT A STRANGE DIET! 
 
 One can hardly turn on a TV 
without seeing another diet being      
promoted.  I’m sure you can identify 
several of them right off hand.  Their 
claims are often very dramatic and all 
insist that they are “easy” and they are 
eager to assure us that they don’t require 
any sacrifice or effort by us. 
 Some of us at Grove have been 
on a diet many would think is strange. 
Almost thirty of us have been devouring 
the Bible! Apparently we have followed 
the advice of that ancient prophet     
Ezekiel, who in the first verse of the 
third chapter of his Old Testament book, 
introduces us to his diet.  He tell us to 
“Eat this scroll” - or as Eugene Petersen 
puts it in his “The Message,” “Eat this 
book.” 
 If we took his advice literally it 
would require loads of spices, sauces, 
and lots of water - and even then I doubt 
that we could manage it! Obviously, he 
doesn’t expect us to take his image   
literally. Rather, he is encouraging us to 
digest the Word of God and discover the 
benefits of his recommended diet.  
There is an old prayer that urges us to 
“read, mark, and inwardly digest Your 
Word, O God.” 
 With a brief summer’s break, 
almost thirty of us studied the story of 
how God has acted in human history 
and   now   have  been  studying  Luke’s  

Gospel.  We are learning more about 
Jesus, His teaching, and how our lives 
can be enriched by the insights we 
gain.  There are a lot of thoughts and 
experiences exchanged in these       
informal gatherings on Tuesday   
mornings (10:30) and Tuesday night 
(7:00) and a good deal of laughter, too. 
 All diets we see on TV trumpet 
their great benefits.  Our diet also has 
benefits.  While their diets tout how 
our bodies can shrink, our diet       
guarantees that you can grow and    
expand your faith and perspective on 
life. 
 Why am I bringing this to your 
attention?  Because I want you to know 
that anyone can join us at any of our 
sessions.  The lessons are not          
dependent on what has already been 
discussed. Each stands on it own. That 
means you can drop in with your Bible 
any time and benefit from this diet. 
Come and “eat the Bible” with us!  
  
In Christ, 
 
  George Gray Toole 
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Update from D N... 
 
Friends of C L: 
 C*  has moved to ** ******* Ave,           
***** MD *****. (turn in at the *** *** club)  She 
has assimilated well and, her cat has moved with her.  
Along with support staff, C* will be sharing the house 
with another young lady.  C* is happy to continue her 
employment with *** *** during the day M-F.  During 
the evenings and weekends, C* will continue to be out 
in the community with her family, friends and support 
staff.  She enjoys eating out, bowling, swimming and 
ballgames.  At home she enjoys easier puzzles, hymn-
singing and Find-a-Word workbooks and walks.  Cards 
to C* with a note of encouragement (or Happy      
Birthday 11/1), would be greatly appreciated.  These 
last few months have been transitional for C* and our 
family.  We thank God that we are so fortunate in many 
ways, have terrific support from friends and the      
community, and continue to look forward during these 
life changes. 
 
 
 
  
 

 Many thanks to the "Hymnal Crew" that 
worked to swap out the old hymnals with the new ones: 
Becky Fitzgerald, Carroll Fitzgerald, Jackson Hahn, 
Luke Hahn, Carol Himmer, Charlie Himmer, Robb 
Holmes, Dave Yensan, Frank Yensan, and Rosi      
Yensan.  Many hands definitely made light work. 
Thank you! 

 
To the congregation of Grove Presbyterian Church, 
 As you are no doubt aware, the congregation 
voted on August 6, 2017 to dissolve the pastoral        
relationship between Pastor Merritt Schatz and Grove 
Presbyterian Church. 
 In keeping with the original leave agreement, 
Pastor Schatz will be paid through October 25, 2017.  
Her official last day as Pastor will be Sunday,           
September 10, 2017.  On that date, she will address the 
congregation at the beginning of the Worship service.  
You will have the opportunity to say your farewells to 
her during the coffee hour at the conclusion of the      
service. 
 
Sincerely, 
 The Session of Grove Church 

 

John Vecchio reports that the 
Deacon's Treasury received 
$257.00 from July sales at the 
Thrift Shop. 

Fall is coming even though 
the current temperature is still pretty hot.  Soon the shop 
will be turning over the clothing racks with heavier 
items appearing for sale.  There are many storage boxes 
and containers, stocked with fall and winter items, ready 
for display as the seasons begins to change. 

Donations will be accepted during regular shop hours, 
Mondays and Wednesdays 10 a.m. to 12 noon.  Bring 
in summer items or those fall/winter things you no 
longer want.  The shop will take gently used donations 
of clothing, purses, shoes, toys, children's items, small 
kitchen items, decorative items, books, curtains, towels 
and bed linens. 
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Grove Day at Bob Evans 
 
 The third Tuesday of each month is "Grove 
Presbyterian Day" at Bob Evans!  The next date is 
Tuesday, September 19.  This is a great opportunity to 
share our fellowship with each other and to extend that           
fellowship to include our families, friends and 
neighbors.  Fliers with details will be available at the 
church, in the bulletins, and by contacting Dave      
Yensan.   Grove will receive 15% of every check which 
is accompanied by a flier.  Let's make this a regular 
event, get a group together for breakfast, lunch or    
supper and assist Grove in its funding. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 Due to the late month serving date this report 
couldn't be written in time for the newsletter deadline 
for August. 
  

 It was a relatively small crowd for Grove's turn 
to serve Martha's Meals on Thursday July 27th.  There 
were only 21 people, with 8 seconds served and            
9 volunteers.  Due to it being the end of the month, the 
expectation was that perhaps more people would find 
their way to Grove.  The previous week’s (July 20) 
HOT temperature brought only 14 out during Union 
United's turn. 
  

 Never-the-less, it was a scrumptious meal of 
pulled pork sandwiches, homemade potato salad and 
homemade Cole slaw prepared by Wanda Andrews, 
Mary Lee James and Linda Dempsey.  Mary Barnhart 
was in the kitchen observing the plating up process. 
  

 Since school has been out for the summer,   
Sabrina Deitrick has joined her grandmother, Barbara 
Hindman, to help prepare and serve the drinks among 
their other chores--plating up dessert and folding     
plastic-ware inside napkins. 
  

 Tim Ford continues to be at the door to take 
attendance and gave the opening prayer at 11:30. 
Sharon Vecchio and Eleesa Farley served the plates and 
desserts to the people at the tables waiting for lunch. 
Later, Sharon and Eleesa also washed and dried the 
used utensils and dishes. 
  

 Luckily there were several store donated and 
frozen cakes available so Carol Himmer and Betty  
Paulick got a break from having to provide those.  It 
was too hot to bake plus it is a blessing that they are 
always willing to provide desserts whenever Grove 
serves. 
  

 Grove's next serving date is September 7th 
which will be reported in the October newsletter. 

Sarah's Circle will stop meeting for 
Presbyterian Woman's Bible Study the 
1st Thursday of each month starting in 

September.  Sadly, the Circle got so 
small it was no longer feasible to meet 
anymore if only one or two would be 
there.  Luckily, Rebekah’s Circle is  

going strong if you want to              
attend a Presbyterian Woman's  

Bible study group. 
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Rev. Mrs. Merritt N. Schatz 

*** ********* **. 
*****, ** ***** 

July 24, 2017 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ at Grove, 

When I stood before you in April asking for your agreement with the Session’s gracious offer 
of leave, I truly intended to return to God’s service at Grove. However, after prayer and careful      
consideration, the Session and I have each reached the same conclusion: it would be in the best       
interests of the congregation and of me to move forward in ministry separately rather than together. 

This was not an easy decision for any of us. We share a deep commitment to our Savior Jesus 
Christ. We retain Christian respect and affection for one another. Yet we believe that our styles of 
ministry and our visions for the direction of ministry at Grove are not meshing in a way that makes the 
best use of the gifts of the people of Grove nor of my gifts. For this reason the Session and I have 
agreed to ask you, the members of Grove, to confirm our decision to ask Presbytery to dissolve the 
pastoral relationship between Grove Presbyterian Church and me. 

I will keep you all in my prayers. I firmly believe that God will continue to bless the ministry 
of Grove. You have many gifts and strengths which you offer in service to God. I ask that you keep 
me in your prayers as I seek a new call in ministry. 1 believe God has wonderful things in mind for all 
of us. We just have to be patient as God’s direction unfolds. 

With personal fondness, and in Christ’s love, I remain your sister in Christ, 

 
 
 

Pastor Merritt 
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“Deacons’ Doings” 
 
 
DEACONS’ MEETING:  Monday, September 18 – 7 pm in the lounge!  
 
CUPBOARD NEWS: 
 
      PANERA BREAD – Every Tuesday morning, we pick up ‘day old’ baked goods from 

Panera Bread.  They are very generous – one week’s products had a purchase 
value of over $300.00!  Please remember how good they are to us and when de-
ciding where to eat out, choose Panera!  If you run into the manager, please be 
sure to express thanks to him!  Our visitors are very grateful for the bagels, breads 
and sweets! 

 
TEFAP (Federal Food) pickup  -  
Federal food was picked up on August 8.  Lots of good volunteers working together 
to unload, sort and stack those heavy boxes and frozen food!   

Thank you: 
Laura, Jackson, Luke, Bella & Olivia Hahn 

Steve Stephens, Marsha & Bruce Gerdom, Linda Dempsey 
 
 

   

Cupboard Needs – Jelly, Cereal, Toilet Paper, Bar Soap 
& Plastic Grocery Bags! 

 

Blessings to all! 
 



 

 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 
Sunday, September 17, 2017 

Right after worship In Mitchell Hall 

Bring a Covered Dish or Dessert 
Hot Dogs, Hamburgers, Sodas,  

and Tea Provided 

Bring a Friend! 
 

 
 



 

 

Deadline for the  
October 

Grove Visitor  
is Monday,  

September 25 
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 September 3  Sharon Wenger   

 September 3  Erin Sudeck   

 September 5  Carole Taylor   

 September 6  Barbara Matts   

 September 7  Happiness Obilo   

 September 9  Nichole Wenger   

 September 11  Betty Umbarger   

 September 12  James Pomeroy   

 September 14  Endurance Obilo   

 September 19  Alma Kirkendall   

 September 21  Wayne Adkins   

 September 22  Marcel Obilo   

 September 23  Katie Hall   

 September 24  Donna Toole   

 September 24  Calvin Wever   

 September 25  Bev Pfingsten   

 September 30  Irene Richard 
  
 

~ September 11 ~ 
Fellowship Meeting 

2:00 p.m.  
~ September 9 ~ 

Churchville Presbyterian Dinner 
At Level Fire Hall 4-7 p.m.  

~ September 23 ~ 
City of Aberdeen BLOCK PARTY 

12-6 p.m. 
  

SWEET POTATO CASSEROLE 
Sheryl Schubert 

This recipe also came from the 1984 Slate Ridge 
Church Cook Book and was contributed by Dottie 
Cox.  It quickly became a regular on our table right 
beside the turkey for Thanksgiving and at Christ-
mas. 

 
3 cups cooked sweet potatoes from the can 
(mashed) 
¾ cup of white sugar 
1 stick of butter or margarine – melted 
2 eggs beaten 
1 tsp vanilla 
¾ cup brown sugar 
1/3 cup flour 
1 cup chopped nuts 
 
Combine the mashed sweet potatoes, white sugar, 
melted butter, eggs and vanilla.  Place in a greased 
2 -quart casserole.  Mix the brown sugar, 1/3 cup 
melted butter, flour and chopped nuts.  Sprinkle 
over the top of the sweet potato mixture.  Bake at 
350 degrees for 30 to 40 minutes, until topping is 
browned.  Makes 
10 servings. 
 



 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

  1 
5-7a Korean Church 
7p AA 
7:30p Korean Church 
 

2 
Patel Family 
 

3 
9:15a Sunday School 
10:30a Worship 
11:45a Coffee Hour 
(Viele/Thomas) 
1p Korean Church 
 

4 
5-7a Korean Church 
7p Rebekah Circle 
 

OFFICE CLOSED 

 
 
 

5 
5-7a Korean Church 
8-10a Deacons 
10:30a Bible Study 
7p Bible Study 
7p Boy Scouts 

 
 

6 
5-7a Korean Church 
10a Thrift Shop 
7p Deacons Cupboard 

7 
5-7a Korean Church 
11:30a Martha Meal 
7-8:30P Chancel Choir 
7-9p AA 

8 
5-7a Korean Church 
7p AA 
7:30p Korean Church 
6-10p Kurt Schlegel 
 
 

9 
4-7p Churchville Pres. 
Church - Dinner at Level 
Fire Hall 
 

10 
9:15a Sunday School 
10:30a Worship 
11:45a Coffee Hour 
(Fellowship) 
1p Korean Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11 
5-7a Korean Church 
10a Thrift Shop 
2p Fellowship 
3p HFH 
7p FAP 

 
 
 
 

12 
5-7a Korean Church 
8-10a Deacons 
10:30a Bible Study 
7p Bible Study 
7p Boy Scouts 

13 
5-7a Korean Church 
10a Thrift Shop 
7p AA 
7p Deacons Cupboard 

14 
5-7a Korean Church 
11:30a Martha Meal 
7-8:30P Chancel Choir 
7-9p AA 

15 
5-7a Korean Church 
7p AA 
7:30p Korean Church 
 

16 
 

17 
9:15a Sunday School 
10:30a Worship 
11:45a Coffee Hour 
(Fall Picnic) 
1p Korean Church 

18 
5-7a Korean Church 
10a Thrift Shop 
5:30p Trustees 
7p Deacons 
6p Bel Mar Coin Club 

 
 
 

19 
5-7a Korean Church 
8-10a Deacons 
10:30a Bible Study 
7p Bible Study 
7p Boy Scouts 

20 
5-7a Korean Church 
10a Thrift Shop 
7p Deacons Cupboard 

21 
5-7a Korean Church 
11:30a Martha Meal 
7-8:30P Chancel Choir 
7-9p AA 

22 
5-7a Korean Church 
7p AA 
7:30p Korean Church 
6-10p Kurt Schlegel 

23 
Patel Family 
12-6p City of Aberdeen 
Block Party—E Bel Air 
Ave 

24 
9:15a Sunday School 
10:30a Worship 
11:45a Coffee Hour 
(Himmer/Cameron) 
1p Korean Church 

25 
5-7a Korean Church 
10a Thrift Shop 
7p Session 
Newsletter Deadline 

26 
5-7a Korean Church 
8-10a Deacons 
10:30a Bible Study 
7p Bible Study 
7p Boy Scouts 

27 
5-7a Korean Church 
10a Thrift Shop 
7p Deacons Cupboard 

28 
5-7a Korean Church 
11:30a Martha Meal 
7-8:30P Chancel Choir 
7-9p AA 

29 
5-7a Korean Church 
7p AA 
7:30p Korean Church 
 

 

30 
Patel Family 
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FORWARDING SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
Grove Presbyterian Church 
50 East Bel Air Avenue 
Aberdeen, MD  21001 
(410) 272-0896 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GroveChurch@verizon.net 
 
 
 
 
 


