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Visitor 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
 In the past weeks, we have 
heard numerous reports of damage done 
to Jewish cemeteries and of bomb 
threats at Jewish schools and activity 
centers.  We at Grove know the great 
emotional and financial damage which 
comes with vandalism at cemeteries.  It 
is bad enough when the damage is the 
result of thoughtless hooliganism.  
When such damage is done with the 
intention of demeaning a group of    
people, the need to speak out against 
such behavior is imperative. 
 It boggles my mind how anyone 
can think that making threats of        
violence against children, the elderly, 
any people going about their daily   
business, or even the dead provides a 
sense of superiority for the person   
making these threats.  When such 
threats become actions, the disconnect 
between such thinking and reality     
becomes immense.  Such actions or 
threats simply reveal how pathetic,   
miserable, and helpless the perpetrators 
feel in their hearts. 
 I am not writing this letter    
because I believe anyone at Grove    
supports such behavior.  Quite the    
contrary, I cannot imagine any of the 
members here supporting these actions. 
I am writing because I am concerned 
that because the actions, and similar 
ones against other groups of people, 

seem to be happening more frequently, 
that we are becoming complacent, if 
not resigned.  What once would have 
evoked a shocked response (e.g. Im-
possible!), now moves to “Again?” and 
then the resigned, “Oh, well, what can 
we do?” We become puzzled about 
what we can do, especially if these 
events happen in places distant from 
our community.  I certainly have found 
this in my own reactions, much to my 
shame.  Such resignation ignores the 
power of God, and the call we have in 
Christ to be a light to the world. 
 We are not charged to find the 
perpetrators.  That is the job of the law 
enforcement community, for whom we 
should be very grateful.  However, 
there is much we can do.  We can   
express our support for victims and 
pray for them.  We can, with more  
difficulty, pray for the perpetrators as 
Christ tells us to pray for our enemies. 
No one should live with such hatred 
and anger as such people must have. 
We can reach out to learn more about 
people who are different from         
ourselves.  Nothing dispels myths 
about groups of people like actually 
knowing some of them!  We can share 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the good 
news of God’s redemption, love and 
mercy that leads to justice and      
righteousness. 
 We have just begun the season 
of Lent, the period of self-examination,  
  (Continued on page 2) 
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(Continued from page 1) 
confession, repentance, and gratitude for the salvation 
we receive in Jesus Christ which culminates in the  
celebration of Easter. But before we reach Easter we 
must go through Good Friday, that stark reminder of 
the great sacrifice which God in Jesus Christ made to 
atone for our sins and to convince us of the great love 
and power which God has to redeem even the worst of 
sinners.  As we move through Lent, let us look deep 
into our hearts, and open ourselves to hear God’s call to 
us to be faithful witnesses of all that God has revealed 
in Jesus Christ. We, and the world, need to hear God’s 
voice speaking today as God has spoken throughout the 
ages. 
 
In Christ’s love, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Flowers will be placed in the sanctuary on Easter    
Sunday.  You may request flowers to the glory of God 
or in honor or memory of loved ones.  Please place 
your order with payment in the offering plate or 
through the church office.  NO LATER THAN     
March 7.  Orders received after this date will not be 
honored.  You may pick up your flowers after worship 
on Easter Sunday.  Please indicate your name, the 
flower you wish, the dedication and the amount of  
payment.   

 
**Flower color may not be guaranteed** 

 
 Tulips $6.50  Daffodils $6.50 
 Hyacinth $6.50  Azaleas $8.50 
 Begonias $9.25 
 
 

Project “We Care” 
 
 

Presented by Havre de Grace  
Junior Girl Scout Troop 750 

 
 Katherine Weber’s Girl Scout Troop is working 
on their Bronze Award.  They learned that many       
children entering the foster care system are given a trash 
bag to carry their few belongings in.  Their project is to 
put together small suitcases with books, comfort items, 
clothes, etc. that can be given to those children instead 
of a trash bag.  The troop has decorated donation boxes 
for school and several churches.  A donation box will be 
in the narthex. 

 
Suggested donations: 

 
♥ New or gently used wheeled suitcases 
 

♥ Hygiene kits or items to fill one (toothbrushes, floss, 
toothpaste, deodorant, small shampoo/conditioner, soap, 
lotion, brush/comb) 
 

♥ Blankets and small pillow 
 

♥ Stuffed animals or pillow pets 
 

♥ Clothes, undergarments, socks, pajamas 
 

♥ Books, journals, diaries, bibles 
 

♥ Sketch books, coloring books, colored pencils,     
crayons 
 

♥ Monetary donations to purchase the above items 

 
For more information contact Erin Weber. 
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 It was a very cold and blustery Thursday,   
February 9th, with early morning snowfall causing a 
school delay, but Martha's Meals was open to serve the 
lunch meal.  It was Grove's turn to furnish the meal and 
although only 5 volunteers were on hand due to several 
illnesses and a few  on vacation, the day went fairly 
smooth even if short-handed.  The attendance was only 
14 people, probably affected by the earlier snow,     
continuing wind and cold temperatures. 
  

 The official Martha's Meals winter weather 
policy states:  When schools are only delayed they will 
go ahead and serve a meal but if schools are cancelled 
they do not serve that day. 
  

 The wonderful hot meal consisted of a BBQ 
pulled beef sandwich, a big dill pickle, Cole slaw, and 
baked beans prepared by Wanda Andrews and Linda 
Dempsey.  Ann Pomeroy donated several containers of 
soup which was also served with the meal.  Carol   
Himmer made a red velvet cake and Betty Paulick 
made a strawberry cake to serve for dessert, along with 
a pumpkin cheesecake already on hand.  Deacon's  
Cupboard had gotten in a crate of Red Delicious apples 
which were given to everyone also. 
  

 Tim Ford took attendance and filled in as 
needed with any other chore asked of him.  Jim and 
Eleesa Farley made drinks, served plates and did the 
dishes.  Eleesa unpacked a delivery of new supplies 
plus had time to go through the donated and canned 
food shelf to check use-by dates.  Sadly, Jim and Tim 
had to take a nearly full grocery cart of outdated items 
to the dumpster.  It was all too far out of date to even 
put on the stage for those attending to take home for 
their personal use.  It was also a huge reminder for 
Martha's Meals to do more frequent checks of the 
canned goods shelf! 
  

Grove will again serve on March 23rd. 

 
 
 

 The Deacon's reported a thrift shop income of 
$185 for January.  This financial income reporting is 
always from a month earlier because the Deacon's 
meetings are held too late in the month to provide the 
newest information before the newsletter deadline. 
 

 February has been a hard month for our shop            
volunteers with every Wednesday being short one    
volunteer each week.  Luckily, Sue Bissett and Sharon 
Vecchio's absences were only due to winter vacations. 
However, Janet Blair's husband passed, Mary Lee 
James had broken bones from a fall and Jenett Ebright 
was ill, so their absences were also very understandable 
and very necessary.  Eleesa Farley assigned herself to 
be the designated substitute each week.  A special 
thank you to Carol Troy for agreeing to take Mary Lee 
James place in the thrift shop, while Mary Lee          
recuperates from her shoulder break and likely surgery. 
Also wishing Mary Lee a good recovery and looking 
forward to her possible return. 
 

 Currently the shop is decorated with 
many items celebrating Saint Patrick's Day, which falls 
on March 17th this year.  Easter falls in mid-April this 
year so by late March you will see Easter decorations 
and many more spring-like clothing items adorning the 
shop.  The volunteers will soon be busy removing all 
the winter stock and replenishing the racks with the 
spring/summer clothing donations that have been saved 
and packed away all winter. 
 

 With winter not being it's usual cold and snowy 
weather, the shop has stayed well supplied with heavier 
clothing items.  Due to the unusually nice February 
days, customers have been coming in more frequently 
and doing more shopping, which should add to the   
income total, hopefully. 
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Grove Day at Bob Evans 
 
 The manager at Bob Evans in Aberdeen has 
arranged to make the third Tuesday of each month 
"Grove Presbyterian Day."  Our first date was on  
Tuesday, February 21st.  The next date is Tuesday, 
March 21st.  This is a great opportunity to share our 
fellowship with each other and to extend that           
fellowship to include our families, friends and 
neighbors.  Fliers with details will be available at the 
church, in the bulletins, and by contacting Dave      
Yensan.   Grove will receive 15% of every check which 
is accompanied by a flier.  Let's make this a regular 
event, get a group together for breakfast, lunch or    
supper and assist Grove in its funding. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear friends at Grove, 
 Words can not begin to tell you how thankful I 
am for all your love, - support given me during this 
difficult time. Your prayers gave me strength to do 
what I didn’t think I was capable of doing. 
 All the cards, calls that I received gave me so 
much comfort.  It also showed me what a caring, loving 
church family I have.  I’m so proud to be a part of. 
 Again, special thanks to Pastor Merritt for her 
guidance, prayers, with her kindness made the journey 
of ours very comforting.  My family, I will always be 
grateful for the love, care she ha shown us throughout a 
difficult time. 
 With a heart felt thanks to each of you. God 
bless you. 
 Janet Blair and family  
 
 

Boy/Cub Scout Fundraiser 
 

Tentatively scheduled for March 25 
Proceeds benefit their summer camp 

More details will be announced 
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   Reach Europe. Change the world. 
   gemission.org 
 
 
 

 
February 2017                  Mark & Marti Mylin  
 
We were so thankful to return to our home in France in December. Before returning, Mark was fitted with a custom   
contact lens which enables him to see from his right eye. He is still adjusting to the routine required to use the lens, but 
this is a wonderful improvement from no sight in that eye or the constantly changing vision that he had had since last 
March. Mark will have the stitches removed from the October surgery in a few months at the eye clinic in Nantes, an 
hour from our home. 

→ We thank God for caring for us in so many ways during this trial – through the encouragement of his Church, 
friends and family; for good medical care; for the ability to travel and go where we needed when we needed. Please 
pray for continued healing and good adaptation to the contact lens. 

We celebrated Christmas in France with Adalberto, a believer from Colombia, South 
America who is studying in Angers. Adal has had many opportunities to speak with 
fellow students about Jesus Christ since arriving in France last August. We want to 
support and help him in this endeavor. Mark is beginning to meet with him on campus 
for prayer, Bible study and witness. 

→  Pray that Adal will stand firm in the anti-faith environment of the French      
university. Pray that God will open the hearts and minds of many there to receive 
the truth about Jesus Christ. 

January in France is the time when neighbors get together around a galette (one of  
several pastries depending on the region of France). This was traditionally a           
celebration of the church holiday of Epiphany – the arrival of the kings to visit the 
baby Jesus. We have invited several neighbors over to share a galette. Apparently, here 
in our new region, it is polite to return the hospitality. So we have been in their homes 
as well for more pastry and coffee! Usually, these visits last an hour and a half to two 
hours. But on one of our return visits, Alain had a list of questions about the Bible and 
faith to ask us. We ended up spending four hours with he and his wife, talking about 
conversion, the reliability of the Bible, the Fall and its effects on humanity. This couple 
is very active in the local Roman Catholic parish. They invited us to meet two of the 
local priests during the parish galette party. We also met the mayor of our village at the village galette party. That makes 
for a lot of pastry! But also for more great connections in the community.  

→  Pray that God would open the hearts of some to believe and trust Jesus. Pray that we may continue to have       
opportunities to speak of Christ and to study the Bible with many – in our village, at the university and in Angers. 

Many thanks to all who pray and give so that this work may continue. We were able to finish 2016 in the black, thanks to 
your commitment to supporting the work of the gospel in France. 

In Christ, 

Mark & Marti Mylin 
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“Deacons’ Doings” 
 

Food Cupboard –  
Monthly Total:  59 Families   164 People 
On February 7, we picked up, sorted & stacked 2,744 
pounds of federal food with the assistance of Charlie 
Himmer, Jack Dempsey, Bruce Gerdom, Marsha, Helen & Linda!   
 
Weekly, we are picking up meat (63 lbs last week) & bread from Harford Commu-
nity Action Agency.   
Also, every Tuesday, we receive very generous donations of bagels, bread & 
sweets from Panera Bread!  If you patronize Panera – please try to say thanks to 
the manager or workers! 
We have ordered $510.21 food with our Shop Rite grant to be picked up in the 
next few weeks! 
On March 11, Dick Harrison will be picking up 10 – 50# bags of fresh potatoes! 
Please see Dick if you can help him unload them at the church. 
As Usual…and it almost goes without saying, but, indeed cannot be said enough… 

God is GOOD 
  
Cupboard Needs – Jelly, Cereal, Toilet Paper and Bar Soap 
 

Thank  You  & Bless  You  All ! 



 

 
Deadline for the  

April Grove Visitor  
is Monday, March 27 

VOLUME 15  ISSUE 3  PAGE 7 

 
 

 March 1  Jane Viele   

 March 3  Steve Wenger   

 March 5  Jane O’Connor   

 March 8  Bill Pfingsten   

 March 9  Shannon O’Connor   

 March 10  Bob Viele   

 March 12  Sharon Moxley   

 March 12  Rosi Yensan   

 March 12  Dave Shetterly   

 March 16  Lil Adkins   

 March 17  Flo Bradley   

 March 19  Cheryl Rickey   

 March 25  Nancy Bounds   

 March 26  Lambert Rickey   

 March 26  Jessica Rickey   

 March 28  David Jacobs   

 March 29  Andy Sepulveda   

 March 29  Eleesa Farley  

 
ALMONDS AND BROWN RICE 

Ellen Owens Wood 
 
¼ cup butter 
1 ¾ cups water 
1 ½ tsp instant chicken bouillon granules 
1 cup long-grain rice 
¼ cup slivered almonds, toasted 
3 green onions chopped 
2 Tbs soy sauce 
 
Melt butter in lg skillet; add water and bouillon 
granules, cook and stir until water boils and 
bouillon dissolves. Stir in the rice. Return mix-
ture to boiling; reduce heat. Cover and simmer 
for 15-20 minutes or until rice is tender and 
liquid is absorbed. Remove skillet from heat. 
Stir in almonds, onions and soy sauce.  Makes 
6-8 side servings. 
 

Reprinted with permission © 2017 Dave Blaze  - 
looseparts@verizon.net  
Dist. By Washington Post Writer’s Group 



 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
5-7a Korean Church 
10a Thrift Shop 
7p Deacons Cupboard 
 
 

2 
5-7a Korean Church 
10a Sarah Circle 
11:30a Martha Meal 
7p Chancel Choir 
7-9p AA 

3 
5-7a Korean Church 
5-7p Girl Scouts 
7-9AA 
7:30p Korean Church 
 

4 
8:30a Harford  
Hammers 
 
 

5 
9:15a Sunday School 
10:30a Worship 
11:45a Coffee Hour 
(Bennett & MH/B Loper) 
1p Korean Church 
 

 

6 
5-7a Korean Church 
10a Thrift Shop 
7p Rebekah Circle 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

7 
5-7a Korean Church 
8-10a Deacons 
10:30a Bible Study 
7p Bible Study 
7p Boy Scouts 

8 
5-7a Korean Church 
10a Thrift Shop 
7p AA 
7p Deacons Cupboard 

9 
5-7a Korean Church 
11:30a Martha Meal 
7p Chancel Choir 
7-9p AA 

10 
5-7a Korean Church 
5-7p Girl Scouts 
7-9AA 
7:30p Korean Church 
6-10p Kurt Schlegel 

11 
 

12 
9:15a Sunday School  
10:30a Worship 
11:45a Coffee Hour 
(Pfingsten & Viele) 
1p Korean Church 
 

13 
5-7a Korean Church 
10a Thrift Shop 
3p HFH 
7p FAP 

 
 
 
 
 

14 
5-7a Korean Church 
9-a1p EGC—group use 
8-10a Deacons 
10:30a Bible Study 
7p Bible Study 
7p Boy Scouts 

15 
5-7a Korean Church 
10a Thrift Shop 
7p Deacons Cupboard 

16 
5-7a Korean Church 
11:30a Martha Meal 
7p Chancel Choir 
7-9p AA 

17 
5-7a Korean Church 
5-7p Girl Scouts 
7-9AA 
7:30p Korean Church 
 

18 
 

19 
9:15a Sunday School 
10:30a Worship 
11:45a Coffee Hour 
(Matts & Holmes) 
1p Korean Church 

20 
5-7a Korean Church 
10a Thrift Shop 
6p Trustees 
6p Bel Mar Coin Club 
7p Deacons 

 
 
 

21 
5-7a Korean Church 
8-10a Deacons 
10:30a Bible Study 
7p Bible Study 
7p Boy Scouts 

22 
5-7a Korean Church 
10a Thrift Shop 
7p Deacons Cupboard 

23 
5-7a Korean Church 
11:30a Martha Meal 
7p Chancel Choir 
7-9p AA 

24 
5-7a Korean Church 
5-7p Girl Scouts 
7-9AA 
7:30p Korean Church 
6-10p Kurt Schlegel 
 

 

25 
Scouts 

 

26 
9:15a Sunday School 
10:30a Worship 
11:45a Coffee Hour 
(Gray & Obilo) 
1p Korean Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

27 
5-7a Korean Church 
10a Thrift Shop 
7p Session 
Newsletter Deadline 

 
 

28 
5-7a Korean Church 
8-10a Deacons 
10:30a Bible Study 
7p Bible Study 
7p Boy Scouts 

29 
5-7a Korean Church 
10a Thrift Shop 
7p Deacons Cupboard 

 
    
   

30 
5-7a Korean Church 
11:30a Martha Meal 
7p Chancel Choir 
7-9p AA 

31 
5-7a Korean Church 
5-7p Girl Scouts 
7-9AA 
7:30p Korean Church 
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FORWARDING SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
Grove Presbyterian Church 
50 East Bel Air Avenue 
Aberdeen, MD  21001 
(410) 272-0896 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GroveChurch@verizon.net 
 
 
 
 
 


