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Summary of VBS 2017 
By the time you read this Vacation   
Bible School will have ended—an event 
in the past.  It was held from Monday, 
June 26th through Friday, June 30th.  
Here are the dedicated people who 
made it another successful year (as of 
June 23, when this was written): 
 

● Mary Ann Magee—Kindergarten 
Teacher 
 

● Margie O’Connor & Tim Ford—1st 
Grade Co-Teachers 
 

● Mary Hays Loper & Edith Dillon—
2nd & 3rd Grade Co-Teachers 
 

● Cliff Giles—4th & 5th Grade Teacher 
 

● Dr. George Toole stepped into Pastor  
Merritt’s position as leader of the 
opening and closing assemblies.  
 

● Donna Toole joined Judy Bennett in 
providing creative arts & crafts for all 
grades.   (Mary Ann Magee,  the 
“protective mother hen,” elected to 
provide her own arts & crafts  activities 
for her “little ones” in her  classroom.) 
 

● Faith Obilo eagerly took on her task 
of VBS  photographer, capturing the fun 
and happy smiles as the children 
enjoyed “SonRock Kids Camp.” 

● Last year, Sabrina Dietrick assisted 
Edith in directing the music program 
teaching songs and actions to all the 
kids.  This year, she was ready to lead 
while Edith assisted. 
 

● Another new face to VBS this year, 
was Mary Anne Thomas.  When 
Dave Yensan could no longer provide 
his tech skills for operating the 
projector and providing music for VBS 
(due to his upcoming surgery), he 
sought a replacement.  Mary Anne said 
“Yes!” to doing the job. 
 

● Wanda Andrews agreed, once 
again, to being our Food Manager.  
Every year, she and her “crew” provide  
some of the best meals.  The boys and 
girls love her food choices.  It’s the 
biggest draw of VBS.  Kids keep     
returning knowing great food awaits 
them. 
 

● Glen Gray and Jim Farley took on 
the task of putting up the banner in 
front of the church to advertise VBS.  
When it was accidently knocked down, 
Glen, without being asked, straight-
ened it out again. 
 

● Sheila Hooker, our church’s Admin-
istrative Assistant, was often ahead of 
the Director of VBS in preparing cop-
ies of flier, ordering labels for name 
tags, placing announcements in the 
church bulletins, and the Visitor, and 
placing registration forms in the Manse 
                           (Continued on page 2)  
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 Thursday June 15th was a warm but           
comfortable day again when Grove served Martha's 
Meals to 26 patrons and our own 10 volunteers.  Since 
school has let out for the summer, we expected more 
adults with children to attend. 
  

 Thelma Pennington sang a hymn and then Dr. 
Toole gave the opening prayer.  Dr. Toole stayed and 
enjoyed a meal while visiting with Mary Barnhart as 
she took time out of her overall supervision of the team 
to also eat the wonderful lunch. 
  

 The menu was ham and scalloped potatoes, 
green beans, tossed salad, bread and butter, and dessert.  
Wanda Andrews and Linda Dempsey prepared the 
meal.  Carol Himmer provided an orange fluff cake and 
there was also a chocolate sheet  cake. 
  

 Barbara Hindman brought Sabrina and Lola 
Deitrick to help prepare the plastic-ware, clean the   
tables and prepare the drinks.  They served the drinks 
and later the dessert during the meal. 
  

 Sue Bissett, Anne Pomeroy, and Eleesa Farley 
helped serve the plates to the patrons.  Tim Ford was at 
the door taking attendance of how many adults and 
children walked into the hall for a meal.  
  

 Sue and Eleesa later worked in the dish-room 
washing and drying all the cooking pots and pans  
while Wanda, Linda, Anne, Barbara, Sabrina and Lola 
cleaned the kitchen, put unused supplies away and   
rewashed the tables.  Tim Ford took the garbage to the 
dumpster.  The day was officially over by one o'clock 
and the building locked. 
  

Grove serves next time on Thursday July 27th. 
  

P.S. If you wondered who Ann Pollard was in June's 
newsletter, I don't know either. It should have read 
Anne Pomeroy.  I'm sorry Anne, I never caught my 
mistake. 

(Continued from page 1)  
building’s mailbox for easy pick-up by parents.  She 
knows the routine so well.  Even when she was 
swamped with other duties, she managed to meet VBS 
needs. 
 
Remember this was written prior to VBS, so that it 
could appear in the July Visitor (the deadline was the 
opening day of VBS, June 26th).  There were probably 
many more Unnamed volunteers involved with VBS 
(People dropping in to assist classes, helping kids with 
art projects, bringing in scrumptious desserts to add to a 
meal, changing lay out of chairs and tables for VBS, 
Deacon’s Cupboard, and Martha’s Meal, etc.).  They are 
unnamed, but very much appreciated. 
 
It can’t be said at this time what the turn out of student’s 
was, but every effort was made to advertise in our 
church neighborhood (Highland Commons, Boys and 
Girls’ Club, Old Post Road Apartments, Harford House, 
Swan Meadows, and the area across East Bel Air Road 
in front of the church).  Many thanks to Bill and Bev 
Pfingsten, and Linda Dempsey for accompanying 
Edith Dillon on this task. 
 
Thanks again to Mary Ann Magee for assisting Edith 
with the painting of the scenery for each of the VBS 
rooms.  It was finished in record time—one month. 
 
A special thank you also to Mr. Ryan of Ryan Furniture 
for allowing his warehouse manager, Mike, to save 
large pieces of cardboard for our use. 
 
Thank you Grove Presbyterian Church family for your 
prayers, encouragement, and financial support of VBS. 
  
     VBS Director 
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Grove Day at Bob Evans 
 
 The manager at Bob Evans in Aberdeen has 
arranged to make the third Tuesday of each month 
"Grove Presbyterian Day."  The next date is Tuesday, 
July 18.  This is a great opportunity to share our      
fellowship with each other and to extend that           
fellowship to include our families, friends and 
neighbors.  Fliers with details will be available at the 
church, in the bulletins, and by contacting Dave      
Yensan.   Grove will receive 15% of every check which 
is accompanied by a flier.  Let's make this a regular 
event, get a group together for breakfast, lunch or    
supper and assist Grove in its funding. 
 
 
 
 

From the Worship Committee… 
 

 What’s in those boxes in the Narthex? New 
Hymnals!  Thanks to the blessings of some Memorial 
Gifts we are replacing our current hymnal with a new 
one that includes all the old favorites that our           
congregation loves, and lots of new ones that are sure 
to become new favorites!  In addition, these same    

Memorial Gifts are providing 
sorely needed new choir 
robes.  Stay tuned for details 
on a very special fun event 
when we open those boxes 
and start singing. (Being a 
Presbyterian event, there will 
be food!) *There will be an 
opportunity for you to      
dedicate a hymnal(s) too. 

 
 Recently the Rebekah Circle donated items for 
thirty hygiene kits.  The Circle also donated funds to 
cover processing and shipping.  The items: hand towel, 
washcloth, wide-tooth comb, nail clipper, bar of soap, 
toothbrush, and 10 band-aids are assembled and put 
into a gallon zip lock plastic bag.  After the bags are 
put together they are delivered to the Church World 
Service warehouse in New Windsor, MD.  Here the kits 
the circles provided are packed with other same-type 
kits and prepared for shipment to various points 
throughout the world, when and where the need is 
greatest.  CWS provides assistance to people in need 
regardless of their race, ethnic origin, or religion. 
  

 This yearly project that the circle continues to 
do reaches far beyond the boundaries of our homes and 
lets an unseen neighbor know that someone cares for 
them.  From Mexico to Mississippi, from Liberia to 
Louisiana, from Afghanistan to Alabama, this giving 
helps meet a very practical and urgent need. 
  

 For all of you who donated funds and items 
many thanks because your support truly makes a      
difference in the lives of children and families the 
world over. 
  

 A special "thank you" to Mary Ann Magee, 
Linda Dempsey and Mary Hays Loper who delivered 
the kits to New Windsor on June 20th, 2017. 
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“Deacons’ Doings” 
 
 

  
It’s July and time to say goodbye to 
our ‘graduating’ Deacons: Many 
thanks go to Lucy Burnett, Beth Ann 
Cameron, and Bill Loper for their 
dedication and service to the work of 
the Deacons and I glory to God! 
 

We welcome back Yvonne Phillips and Betty Umbarger 
who have chosen to continue their work as a Deacon and 
extend a big welcome to Carol Troy, Mary Hays Loper and Mary Anne Thomas for joining the Board 
of Deacons.  What a great year we’re planning! 
 
CUPBOARD –  
We thank all our Cupboard workers who faithfully work their assigned week in our very busy    
schedule!  A special thanks to Anne Pomeroy who works the desk every Wednesday!  The folks we 
serve and the Board of Deacons are very appreciative – we could not provide this much needed 
ministry without all of you!   
 
SHOP RITE GRANT –  
We will be picking up the 3rd quarter foods from our Shop Rite grant sometime in the next few 
weeks!  Please watch for a plea for assistance! 
 
TEFAP (Federal Food) pickup  -  
Linda Dempsey, Bethany L (a young Cupboard visitor), Mary Anne Thomas and Steve Stephens 
picked up, sorted & stacked 36 cases of canned goods, frozen meat & baked goods!  THANKS for 
their hard work & heavy lifting! 
 
HELP –  
Oftentimes we need some help on a very short notice with the TEFAP or Shop Rite grant food pick 
up.  If you would be available to be ‘on call’, please advise Linda Dempsey or Marsha Gerdom and 
provide the best way to contact you! 
 

   

Cupboard Needs – Jelly, Cereal, Toilet Paper and Bar Soap 
 

Blessings to all! 
 



 

 

Deadline for the  
August Grove Visitor  

is Monday,  
July 24 
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 July 2  Lisa Gray 
 

 July 2  Martha Lamb 
 

 July 9  Jack Dempsey 
 

 July 9  Susan Shetterly 
 

 July 10  Lyle Kirkendall 
 

 July 12  Edward Lieske 
 

 July 15  Dave Yensan 
 

 July 20  Margaret O’Connor 
 

 July 21  Ryan O’Connor 
 

 July 25  Helen Farmer 
 

 July 27  Chuck Jacobs 
 

 July 27  Ryker Hughes 
 

 July 29  Carly Hahn 
 

 July 30  Pat Viele 
 

 July 30  Stan Golaski 
 

 July 31  Betty Duff  
 

SCALLOPED TOMATOES 
Mary Barnhart 

 
1 cup chopped celery    
1 (1 lb 12 oz) can tomatoes 
½ cup finely chopped onion   
1 Tbs sugar 
2 Tbs margarine     
½ tsp salt 
2 Tbs flour      
dash pepper 
3 slices bread, toasted    
2 tsp prepared mustard 
 
Cook celery and onion in margarine until just 
tender; blend in flour.  Butter toast, cut in ½ 
inch cubes. Break up tomatoes, add to celery 
mixture with half the toast cubes and          
remaining ingredients. Pour into 1 ½ qt      
casserole; top with remaining toast. Bake at 
350 degrees. Serves 8. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 
 
   

1 
 

 
 
 
 

2 
9:15a Sunday School 
10:30a Worship 
11:45a Coffee Hour 
(Thomas & Rickey) 
1p Korean Church 

3 
5-7a Korean Church 
10a Thrift Shop 
 

4 
OFFICE CLOSED 

5-7a Korean Church 
8-10a Deacons 
7p Boy Scouts 

 
 

5 
5-7a Korean Church 
10a Thrift Shop 
7p Deacons Cupboard 

6 
5-7a Korean Church 
11:30a Martha Meal 
7-9p AA 

 
 

7 
5-7a Korean Church 
7p AA 
7:30p Korean Church 
 

8 
 

9 
9:15a Sunday School 
10:30a Worship 
11:45a Coffee Hour 
(Toole & Weber) 
1p Korean Church 
 

10 
5-7a Korean Church 
10a Thrift Shop 
2p Fellowship 
3p HFH 
7p FAP 

 
 

11 
5-7a Korean Church 
8-10a Deacons 
7p Boy Scouts 

 
 

12 
5-7a Korean Church 
10a Thrift Shop 
7p AA 
7p Deacons Cupboard 

13 
5-7a Korean Church 
11:30a Martha Meal 
7-9p AA 

14 
5-7a Korean Church 
7p AA 
7:30p Korean Church 
6-10p Kurt Schlegel 
 
 

15 
 

16 
9:15a Sunday School 
10:30a Worship 
11:45a Coffee Hour 
(Wenger & Bennett) 
1p Korean Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17 
5-7a Korean Church 
10a Thrift Shop 
5:30p Trustees 
7p Deacons 
6p Bel Mar Coin Club 

 
 
 

18 
5-7a Korean Church 
8-10a Deacons 
7p Boy Scouts 

19 
5-7a Korean Church 
10a Thrift Shop 
7p Deacons Cupboard 

20 
5-7a Korean Church 
11:30a Martha Meal 
7-9p AA 

21 
5-7a Korean Church 
7p AA 
7:30p Korean Church 
 

22 
 

23 
9:15a Sunday School 
10:30a Worship 
11:45a Coffee Hour 
(Yensan & Mitchell) 
1p Korean Church 

24 
5-7a Korean Church 
10a Thrift Shop 
7p Session 
Newsletter Deadline 

 
 

25 
5-7a Korean Church 
8-10a Deacons 
7p Boy Scouts 

26 
5-7a Korean Church 
10a Thrift Shop 
7p Deacons Cupboard 

27 
5-7a Korean Church 
11:30a Martha Meal 
7-9p AA 

28 
5-7a Korean Church 
7p AA 
7:30p Korean Church 
6-10p Kurt Schlegel 

29 

30 
9:15a Sunday School 
10:30a Worship 
11:45a Coffee Hour 
(Bissett & Fitzgerald) 
1p Korean Church 

31 
5-7a Korean Church 
10a Thrift Shop 
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