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Visitor 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

 I was driving on Route 22 this 
morning and noticed a small field of 
daffodils in the median strip.  The bright 
yellow flowers under a bright blue sky 
brought joy to my heart!  I was also a 
little puzzled.  The daffodils in my own 
yard bloomed a couple of weeks ago (I 
cut them just before the snow hit.) What 
a strange winter and spring it has been!  
Seventy degrees in February, twenty 
degrees in March?  No wonder the  
flowers and birds are confused. 
 Then I started thinking about 
how life goes.  It has its unpredictable 
ups and downs.  And sometimes when 
you think the downs are finally over and 
the swing is back up, something (like 
unexpected snow!) hits and you wonder 
if spring will ever come.  Other times 
the brilliant beauty of creation (or of a 
kind and gentle act!) lifts your spirits 
and restores your sense of God’s       
enduring presence.  Flowers bloom and 
storms hit at different times for different 
people.  This is one reason God has 
called us to be the family of Christ    
together, so that we can support one 
another. 
 As we head toward Easter this 
month, let us remember what Jesus 
Christ has taught us – throughout his 
life and especially in the weeks leading 
up to the crucifixion and then the      
resurrection.  Jesus reminded his        
disciples frequently that following him 

would not be easy.  From the Sermon 
on the Mount to the warnings of his 
own death and resurrection, to the 
challenge for those who would pick up 
their cross and follow him, Jesus never 
sugarcoated the life of faith.  At the 
same time, Jesus promised, explicitly 
and through his very existence, to be 
with us, that God would be with us as 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  We 
never bear our crosses alone.  We are 
given new life as a new creation in  
Jesus Christ.  We are also called to  
embrace and celebrate the goodness 
which God gives in all its forms –  
creation, healthy relationships, loving 
kindness even to strangers, forgiveness 
and redemption from our sins. 
 These wondrous gifts from 
God do not mean that we will never 
experience the disappointments or even 
tragedies of this life.  Just as Jesus 
Christ experienced rejection by the 
world and felt the sting of the whip and 
the agony of the cross, we live in this 
world and know its full reality.  Yet we 
do not live without hope.  With the 
grace of the resurrection we know that 
the pain and suffering of this life is not 
just balanced by good things, but is 
overcome by the life which we receive 
in Jesus Christ.  We cannot avoid the 
evil in this world, nor should we avert 
our eyes.  We cannot jump from the 
Palm processional with its Hosanna,   
to  Easter morning with   its   Alleluias,  
                            (continued on page 2) 
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(Continued from page 1) 
without going through Maundy Thursday, Good      
Friday, and Silent Saturday.  We should not want to do 
so.  To make that leap would be to separate ourselves 
from the needs of the rest of the world, as well as our 
own.  To make that leap would be to deny the          
Incarnation and all its power. 
 Let us rest in God’s arms and be embraced by 
God’s merciful love, healed by the redemption of Jesus 
Christ – whatever the difficulties which we face.  We 
can trust God who has walked these paths before us. 
Let us celebrate God’s goodness which appears like 
daffodils popping up long after we thought their time 
was done for this year.  Let us be sustained by the Holy 
Spirit who leads us through all of life to the hope that 
refreshes and renews us!  Let us hold fast to God’s 
promise of life, abundant and eternal life!  We live by 
Christ’s strength, not by our own; by Christ’s        
righteousness, not our own; by Christ’s hope, not our 
own.  Thanks be to the God of all creation who has 
given us this grace! 
 
 In Christ’s love, 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special Services 
 

 
 

Maundy Thursday Service      
April 13 at 7:00 p.m.  

 
 
 

 
 

Good Friday Processional  
April 14  starting at  

Grace United Methodist Church,  
110 W. Bel Air Ave. at 11:00 a.m. 

 

We will join with our brothers and 
sisters in Christ congregations 
throughout Aberdeen and process with 
readings and song through the streets 
of Aberdeen going to St. Joan of Arc Roman Catholic 
Church where we will have fellowship and a light lunch.  
There are brief services at the beginning and end, and 
Scripture readings throughout the procession that carry 
us through the story of Christ’s crucifixion.  The       
processional (including services) lasts about one hour. 
 
 

Easter  Sunday -  April 16  
at 10:30 a.m.  
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 A week after the snowstorm, it was a mild 
sunny Thursday, March 23rd when Grove served     
Martha's Meals.  Due to the mild weather and nearing 
the end of the month, Grove had a very good count of 
39 with 9 being children.  This unexpected higher count 
did not allow for any second helpings to be given out 
but all enjoyed generous first helpings. 
  
 Wanda Andrews prepared sliced roast turkey, 
dressing, gravy, cranberry sauce, steamed vegetables 
and buttered bread.  Janet Blair generously donated one 
of the turkey breasts used for the meal.  Sue Bissett 
helped in the kitchen dishing up the serving plates. 
  
 Thelma Pennington sang a hymn and Rev. 
Merritt Schatz gave the opening prayer prior to the start 
of serving.  Betty Paulick made strawberry flavored 
cupcakes and Carol Himmer sent a lovely German 
chocolate cake for desert.  The Deacons had a large 
cardboard box of potatoes on the stage, along with the 
usual bagels and bread, to give-away. 
  
 Barbara Hindman and Ann Pomeroy (helping 
on her birthday) served drinks and deserts.  Tim Ford 
took attendance at the door and kept the servers abreast 
of how many plates would still be needed to feed the 
newcomers.  Merritt and Eleesa Farley served the 
dished up plates.  The larger count kept all of the 8  
volunteers hopping.  Mary Barnhart supervised the  
entire crew. 
  
 Once the meal was over, Jessica Fary washed 
and cleaned all the tables while Eleesa ran the         
dishwasher and Sue dried the clean pots and pans.  The 
kitchen was clean, lights out and the day came to an 
end about 1:30. 
  

Grove will serve again Thursday May 4th. 
  
 

 
 
 

 February thrift shop sales were $225.50. 
  
 Spring is showing up on the sales floor.  Lots 
of summer clothing is now being put out by the sales 
staff of volunteers.  There are many more boxes of 
summer things to open and hang out that were stored 
over the winter.  Every day there is something new and 
different to catch the eye of the customers.  A few 
Easter decorations are left for purchase but most were 
bought up quickly by customers. 
  
 The shop was closed March 15th due to the 
snowstorm the day before.  School was also closed and 
the volunteers weren't about to be out on the roads   
especially when no customers would be out shopping 
either.  That day being closed may affect the monthly 
income for March but hopefully the warmer days since 
then will spur spring buying. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 There will be a Congregational Meeting      
following the Sunday morning worship service on 
April 23, 2017, for the purpose of informing the      
congregation on a matter of particular importance. By 
order of the Session, Rev. Merritt Schatz, Moderator, 
Gil Jones, Clerk. 
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Grove Day at Bob Evans 
 
 The manager at Bob Evans in Aberdeen has 
arranged to make the third Tuesday of each month 
"Grove Presbyterian Day."  The next date is Tuesday, 
April 18.  This is a great opportunity to share our    
fellowship with each other and to extend that           
fellowship to include our families, friends and 
neighbors.  Fliers with details will be available at the 
church, in the bulletins, and by contacting Dave      
Yensan.   Grove will receive 15% of every check which 
is accompanied by a flier.  Let's make this a regular 
event, get a group together for breakfast, lunch or    
supper and assist Grove in its funding. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear Grove Church, 
     Finally!  I can put 
one foot in front of the 
other and actually move!  
It has been a long journey, as they say.  I have made a 
lot of progress and there is still physical therapy in my 
future.  I am so grateful for my Grove family.  The 
cards, the phone calls, the prayers and, last but not 
least, the visits and treats from so many people  were 
like a warm blanket of love.  A special thank you to 
those people who have substituted for me at the thrift 
shop and Martha's Meal.  I am looking forward to being 
able to return to church in the near future.  I do miss 
you!   
 Thank you,  
  Mary Lee James   

 
 

 
 

Notes from the Mission Team 
 

 Aiza Berengoy, the child we sponsor through 
Compassion International, is now 17 years old.  She 
hopes to become a teacher.  She lives on the island of 
Visayas, which is between Luzon and Mindanao.  Her 
father is a farmer.  Compassion International describes 
its mission as “Christ Centered, Child Focused, and 
Church Based”.  Compassion International works with 
local churches to establish children’s centers.           
According to its website, the organization is a leading 
authority in holistic child development through      
sponsorship.  Holistic child development starts with 
prenatal care, where needed, and continues through 
leadership development for qualified young adults.  
The child development programs provide opportunities 
in four areas- spiritual, physical, social, and economic. 
Opportunities such as scouting, summer enrichment 
programs, and religious education are provided. The 
children’s medical needs are also addressed. School 
fees, materials, and uniforms are paid for.   
Here is her latest letter: 
 

October 1, 2016 
      Dear Miss Martha of Grove Presbyterian Church, 
Good day! I’m so glad about the letter you sent. May 
this letter find you as well as your churchmates and 
pastor. My family and I are doing great. We are all in 
good health. My studies is also great, though it was 
very tiring since I have a full load schedule on week-
days. I’m still thankful that God makes my day com-
plete. ….After, my senior high school I’m planning to 
pursue my college to fulfill my dreams to be a teacher. 
Thank you so much for all the support and prayer. 
Please continue to pray for my family’s salvation. 
Thank you so much. God continue to bless you. Extend 
my greetings to your church.                                                                                          
 

 Love, Aiza 
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 Saturday, April 22nd    -   5 p.m. -  8 p.m. 
 "Faith and Environment"  - - "Creation Care and Earth Advocacy"  

  
Potluck Supper and Ecumenical Forum   

  

5-6 pm  Potluck - Fellowship Hall   
  

Please bring a favorite potluck dish,  beverages will be provided. RSVP by April 20 to  
Fawn Palmer at fawnpalmer@gmail.com  or 443-910-8468                                           

  

  6-8 pm Ecumenical Forum - Fellowship Hall 
  
6:00 pm   Rebecca Barnes - Keynote Speaker of Environmental and Hunger Ministries          
                                        Presbyterian Church USA   
  
6:20 pm   Panel Presentations by: 
                             

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Stan Kollar,  Kollar Natives Nursery "Planetary Climate Changes" 
  
Father Gregory Gilbert,  Saints Mary Magdalene and Markella Greek                   
Orthodox Church "Words from the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew of 
Constantinople on  the theology of creation stewardship" 
  
Rabbi Gila Ruskin,  Temple Adas Shalom.  
  
William D Dinges, PhD.  Catholic Climate Ambassador, the Catholic  
University of America, Washington DC "Care of Creation Committees, 
protectors of God's gifts"  
  
Gary Gillespie,  Executive Director of Central Maryland Ecumenical Council, "Building 
the just Beloved Community with non-violent organizing principals" 
  
Chambhala Meditation Center (Buddhist), Baltimore Maryland "Prayerful community gar-
dening" 
  
Joelle Novey,  Director of Interfaith Power And Light "Going Green with Clean Renew-
able Energy" 
  

7:30-7:50 pm   Questions, Answers, Discussions 
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“Deacons’ Doings” 
 
On behalf of YOU, the good folks of Grove , The   
Deacons have  received several Thank – You’s: 
 

Harford Family House - thanks for the 30    
Christmas Stockings filled and provided to their 
young residents! 
 
Christ Our King Presbyterian Church – Thanks for helping provide canned 
goods, packing and distributing their “Giving Boxes” at Thanksgiving! 

 
Panera Bread sent the 2016 donation tax forms indicating we have received baked 
goods from them with a face value of $13,984.15!  W O W !!! 

 

Cupboard Needs – Jelly, Cereal, Toilet Paper and Bar Soap 
 

Blessings ! 



 

 

Deadline  
for the  

May  
Grove Visitor  
is Monday,  

April 24 
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 April 1  Carol Troy 
 

 April 2  Lucy Burnett 
 

 April 3  Morgan O’Connor 
 

 April 4  Ralph Tonge 
 

 April 5  Beth Keithley 
 

 April 6  Jim Hall 
 

 April 7  George Hartwig 
 

 April 8  Mary Jones 
 

 April 8  Sam James 
 

 April 8  Olivia O’Connor 
 

 April 15 Edward Lieske 
 

 April 19 Charlie Himmer 
 

 April 19 Yvonne Phillips 
 

 April 20 Sheryl Schubert 
 

 April 21 Carol Himmer 
 

 April 24 Ann Kelly 
 

 April 26 Kim Schubert 
  

 
CREOLE STYLE GREEN BEANS 

Helen Farmer 
Everyone loves this dish.  To fill a crock pot, I 
quadruple it & often bring it to a Grove Gala 

 
6 slices bacon, diced     
2 Tbs flour    
salt and pepper 
¾ cup onion, chopped    
  
2 Tbs Brown Sugar  
½ cup green pepper, chopped    
1 Tbs Worcestershire  
1/8 tsp dry mustard  
16 oz can peeled tomatoes 
16 oz can cut green beans 
 
Cook bacon ‘til crisp; remove from skillet.  Add onion & 
green pepper to 3 Tbs bacon drippings; cook ‘til tender.  
Blend in flour, sugar, Worcestershire sauce, salt, pepper 
& mustard.  Add tomatoes.  Cook, stirring constantly ‘til 
thickened.  Add beans.  Heat through.  Top with bacon. Fellowship Ministry 

Meeting 
Monday, April 10, 2017 

2:00 p.m. 



 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 
    
    

1 
8:30a Harford  
Hammers 
 
 

2 
9:15a Sunday School 
10:30a Worship 
11:45a Coffee Hour 
(Fitzgerald & Hall) 
1p Korean Church 
 

 

3 
5-7a Korean Church 
10a Thrift Shop 
7p Rebekah Circle 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

4 
5-7a Korean Church 
8-10a Deacons 
10:30a Bible Study 
7p Bible Study 
7p Boy Scouts 

5 
5-7a Korean Church 
10a Thrift Shop 
7p Deacons Cupboard 

6 
5-7a Korean Church 
10a Sarah Circle 
11:30a Martha Meal 
7p Chancel Choir 
7-9p AA 

7 
5-7a Korean Church 
5-7p Girl Scouts 
7-9AA 
7:30p Korean Church 
6-10p Kurt Schlegel 

8 
 

9 
9:15a Sunday School  
10:30a Worship 
11:45a Coffee Hour 
(Magee & Himmer) 
1p Korean Church 
 

10 
5-7a Korean Church 
10a Thrift Shop 
2p Fellowship 
3p HFH 
7p FAP 

 
 
 
 
 

11 
5-7a Korean Church 
8-10a Deacons 
10:30a Bible Study 
7p Bible Study 
7p Boy Scouts 

12 
5-7a Korean Church 
10a Thrift Shop 
7p AA 
7p Deacons Cupboard 

13 
5-7a Korean Church 
11:30a Martha Meal 
7p Maundy Thursday 
7-9p AA 

14 
5-7a Korean Church 
11a Good Friday  
Processional 
5-7p Girl Scouts 
7-9AA 
7:30p Korean Church 
 

15 
 

16 
9:15a Sunday School 
10:30a Worship 
11:45a Coffee Hour 
(Fellowship) 
1p Korean Church 

17 
5-7a Korean Church 
10a Thrift Shop 
6p Trustees 
6p Bel Mar Coin Club 
7p Deacons 

 
 
 

18 
5-7a Korean Church 
8-10a Deacons 
10:30a Bible Study 
7p Bible Study 
7p Boy Scouts 

19 
5-7a Korean Church 
10a Thrift Shop 
7p Deacons Cupboard 

20 
5-7a Korean Church 
11:30a Martha Meal 
7p Chancel Choir 
7-9p AA 

21 
5-7a Korean Church 
5-7p Girl Scouts 
7-9AA 
7:30p Korean Church 
6-10p Kurt Schlegel 
 

 

22 
 

 

23 
9:15a Sunday School 
10:30a Worship 
11:45a Coffee Hour 
(Weber & Lieske) 
12p Mission Mtg 
1p Korean Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

24 
5-7a Korean Church 
10a Thrift Shop 
7p Session 
Newsletter Deadline 

 
 

25 
5-7a Korean Church 
8-10a Deacons 
10:30a Bible Study 
7p Bible Study 
7p Boy Scouts 

26 
5-7a Korean Church 
10a Thrift Shop 
7p Deacons Cupboard 

27 
5-7a Korean Church 
11:30a Martha Meal 
7p Chancel Choir 
7-9p AA 

28 
5-7a Korean Church 
5-7p Girl Scouts 
7-9AA 
7:30p Korean Church 

29 
Keithley 

30 
9:15a Sunday School 
10:30a Worship 
11:45a Coffee Hour 
1p Korean Church 
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FORWARDING SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
Grove Presbyterian Church 
50 East Bel Air Avenue 
Aberdeen, MD  21001 
(410) 272-0896 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GroveChurch@verizon.net 
 
 
 
 
 


