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Growing up in the Texas Panhandle I picture different things when I
hear the word "harvest." I see fields of wheat stretching out as far as you can
see. I see grain silos and cotton gins with huge buildings overflowing with
cotton. Moving up to Wenatchee, Washington harvest looks a little different.
When it's harvest season I will see trucks loaded to the brim with apples
gathered from local orchards. No matter what the harvest looks like there will
always be one thing they all have in common: all harvests need workers. From
tractors to trucks all harvests require laborers who can work the field and
bring in the crops. All the hard work that went into preparation will be
rewarded. So, who benefits from the harvest? Certainly, we know that the
farmer/orchardist will reap the reward, but who else? All the ones who earn
the wage by helping with the harvest of course, anyone else though? How
about all that get to partake in the fruit from the harvest? See, when the
harvest comes everyone benefits.
In Matthew 9 we see Jesus traveling all over, from towns to villages,
performing miracles. He healed the sick, cast out demons, forgave sins, and
brought the dead back to life. In each town he stopped at, there would be
crowds of people al crying out to Him, pleading for help.

Then Jesus Went to all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the
kingdom, and healing every disease and every sickness. When He saw the crowds, He felt compassion for them,
because they were weary and worn out, like sheep without a shepherd. Then He said to His disciples, "The
harvest is abundant, but the workers are few. Therefore pray to the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into
His harvest." - Matthew 9:35-38
When Jesus looked out at the crowds several things happened:
*He saw their needs
*He felt compassion
*He asked for prayer
*He needed workers
Are our eyes open to the crowds in our town? Do we see their needs? We
need to open our eyes to the people around us so that the Holy Spirit can stir
up compassion in our hearts. We need to pray for our workers! Just like we
need workers in the fields at harvest time, God needs workers to go out and
work in His harvest. But first we have to open our eyes up to the people
around us. According to Citydata.com, in 2010 over half of the residents in
Wenatchee claimed to have no religious beliefs whatsoever! In East
Wenatchee the numbers jumped up to over 60 percent. Brothers and sisters
our harvest is abundant - let's pray together for workers. From VBS, to
outreach events, or just sharing the Gospel with our neighbors; the fields are
ripe for harvest and if we work the fields then everyone benefits from the
yield. How can you help with the harvest?
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Hello Church Family,
We are excited to be entering into a new season of communication with this newsletter.
Communication between the church office and the people who call this place their “church home” is
essential to the function of the church. This issue of the newsletter is going to speak to “The Harvest is
Plentiful” and the staff will all be contributing.
The Wenatchee Valley knows a thing or two about harvest, don’t we? I often think back at when I
was a child when my father worked on a farm and how he allowed me to be a part of the process. So
much work is necessary in order to reach a place where you are ready to harvest. There is plowing,
fertilizing, watering, you name it. The harvest that you and I are called to is slightly more complex. In
the process of reaching people with the Gospel of Jesus Christ, a natural interaction is often needed to
facilitate the supernatural interaction. This is not always the case because we see evidence of God
dealing with people in a very personal manner in scripture. The Great Commission found in Matthew 28
is the application of a responsibility. I would take it a step further than that, it is a covenant that
exclaims that the grace which I have received, I will not be silent about. This covenant is worthy of all of
our efforts and sacrifices. In this call to the Great Commission there are many workers that are needed
and not all of us are called to the same role. Some of us are called to be involved personally with
mentoring new believers. Some of us are called to fill the baptistry, or to be a smiling face as people
walk through the doors of our church. However, all of us are called to be ready to share our faith. No
one is exempt from this command.
So, here is my prayer for you and our church. I pray that the things God has called us to would
someday become a joy. Let’s be really honest, shall we? Not everything that we are called to do is
comfortable or convenient. However, one of the often unforeseen miracles about following Christ is
when God brings us joy as we follow in obedience. We can call this sanctification if we would like. Being
brought into unity with God and the Holy Spirit through obedience is truly a discipline for the believer.
This is a journey in which to be diligent and intentional. Words like “discipline” and “obedience” often
seem coarse and punitive. However, in our obedience to God we find joy in the delight of our Lord Jesus
Christ. So, the harvest is indeed plentiful and it is good and holy to be obedient in the call to be a worker
in the harvest. God bless you all and I am honored to take this journey with you.
God Bless You All!

SUMMER

2017

|

PAGE

2

7 Truths of the
Kingdom Harvest
BY

PASTOR

DON

AZEVEDO

So, what is that Harvest? It is the production of fruit in a life. That is,
it is unbelievers becoming Believers—Christ followers, and it is Believers
becoming Christ-like.
Let me share these 8 interesting truths:
1. God’s Harvest is worth far more than silver or gold.
2. The Harvest belongs to God.

My fruit is better than solid gold, and my harvest than pure silver. - Proverbs 8:19
3. You have a role to play in God’s Harvest.

What then is Apollos? And what is Paul? They are servants through whom you believed, and each
has the role the Lord has given. I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. So then
neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth.
Now the one planting and the one watering are one in purpose, and each will receive his own
reward according to his own labor. - 1 Corinthians 3:5-9
4. You were chosen by Jesus to produce a Harvest.

You did not choose Me, but I chose you. I appointed you that you should go out and produce fruit.
- John 15:16a
5. You were never expected to produce a Harvest by yourself.
6. You must have a true relationship with Jesus to produce a Harvest.

Remain in Me, and I in you. Just as a branch is unable to produce fruit by itself unless it remains
on the vine, so neither can you unless you remain in Me. I am the vine; you are the branches. The
one who remains in Me and I in him produces much fruit, because you can do nothing without Me.
- John 15:4-5
7. You have been invited to join Jesus in the Harvest as an
ambassador of God’s grace.

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away, and look,
new things have come. Everything is from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and
gave us the ministry of reconciliation: That is, in Christ, God was reconciling the world to Himself,
not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed the message of reconciliation to
us. - 2 Corinthians 5:17-19
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A New Wednesday Discipleship Program
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1. Mentor/Discipleship Program
This is an ongoing study where you learn how to mentor and disciple new
believers and fulfill the calling to "make disciples."

2. Evangelism Class
Learn how to share your faith simply, effectively, and organically. This class
will begin in June.

3. Prayer Foundation
Coming this winter "Teach Us How To Pray," it was the cry of the disciples and
it's the foundation of our relationship with God. Learn how to pray.

4. Study the Bible For All It's Worth
Beginning Spring of 2018, learn how to dig into the word of God and understand
it for all it's worth.
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Multiple sclerosis (MS) is a disease of the brain and spinal cord (central nervous system) that affects
more than 2.3 million people. The immune system attacks the protective sheath (myelin) that covers the
nerve fibers. The myelin is described to be like electric wire having an insulation coating. It causes
communication problems to the brain and the rest of your body. After awhile, MS causes the nerves to
deteriorate or be damaged. Two to three times more women develop it than men. The cause of MS is
unknown.
The risk factors that cause MS: age, sex, family history, certain infections, race, climate, certain
autoimmune diseases, and smoking.
Symptoms of MS differ greatly from one person to another person: Numbness or weakness, partial or
complete loss of vision, prolonged double vision, tingling or pain in parts of your body, electric-shock
sensations, tremor, and lack of coordination, slurred speech, fatigue, dizziness, and problems with bowel or
bladder function.
People with MS have a relapsing-remitting disease course which means they have periods of new
symptoms or relapses that develop over days or weeks. Then the person may have a quiet period where the
disease is in remission for months or years.
You may develop complications with MS: muscle stiffness or spasms; paralysis, typically in the legs;
problems with bladder, bowel or sexual function; mental changes; depression; and epilepsy.
Diagnosis: There is no specific test for MS. The doctor will do a variety of tests to rule out other
conditions that are similar to MS. The doctor will do blood tests, lumbar puncture (spinal tap), MRI and
evoked potential test (which records the electrical signals that are made by your nervous system). Most
people are diagnosis between the ages of 20 and 50 even though it has been as early as 2 and as old as 75.
There is no cure for multiple sclerosis. The treatment deals with a fast recovery from the attacks, or
slow the progression down, or dealing with the symptoms of MS. The treatments are set up in these
categories:
Treatment for MS attacks: Corticosteroids and plasma exchange
Treatment to modify progression: Ocrevus.
Treatment options for relapsing-remitting MS: Beta interferons, Ocrevus, Copaxone, Tecfidera,
Gilenya, Aubagio, Tysabril, Lemtrada, and Mitoxantrone.
Treatment for MS symptoms: Physical therapy, muscle relaxants, medications to reduce fatigue and
other medications depending on the symptom.
Alternative medicine for treatment: Exercise, meditation, yoga, massage, eating a healthier diet,
acupuncture and relaxation techniques.
Even though the newsletter is going to be quarterly, there will be a new medical topic- pamphlet and
bulletin board each month. You can find the pamphlets at the Welcome Center or at the board. I will be
doing blood pressure on June 4th,. (Information came from Mayo clinic and National MS Society)
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The time between May 14, Mother's Day, and June 15, Father's Day, our emphasis is on our homes.
Our homes are our first mission fields. We have been commissioned by Jesus to bring everyone we can into
God's family. This includes the people in our sphere of influence as well as our children.
Ecclesiastes 4:12b says "A cord of three strands is not quickly broken."
In 1986 Steve Green wrote a song called "Household of Faith." The chorus says;
We'll build a household of faith
That together we can make
And when the strong winds blow it won't fall down
As one in Him we'll grow and the whole world will know
We are a household of faith.
Are you part of the family? Are you being a missionary to those around you? Is God the third cord
holding our family together when the "storm winds blow?"
We are beginning a mission team to help our church be aware of mission opportunities around us.
Presently we have the opportunity of partnering with a church in Omak called Morningstar and with an East
Wenatchee couple serving as camp directors at a camp in Fairbanks, Alaska. Also a group of men are heading
in June to Camp Kicking Bear in Pampa, TX. They will be investigating ways we can have a camp here. We
will need help in funding their travel.
On July 9 at 4pm we will be hosting a BBQ and movie night for all our church family and friends. Circle
this date on your calendars and watch for more information.
A table in the foyer is set up to inform you on how you can be involved in these mission opportunities.

Current Mission Opportunities/Needs
- Morning Star Church, Omak, WA
Morning Star would like help on the weekends with the remodel of a mobile home that will house their church.
rock hanging, texturing, painting, building a stage and wheelchair ramp.
beginning of June to help them complete this project.

they will need help with sheet

We would like to send some groups up on the weekends in May and

Pastor Dallas will contact them to see what days/times would work and if they'd be

willing to have people come in the middle of the week.
- Kicking Bear Camp, Pampa, TX - June 14-18
A group of men will be heading to Texas to help with the Kicking Bear Camp as well as learn to create the same sort of opportunity here.
They need help with funding travel.
- Victory Camp, Fairbanks, AK - www.campliwa.org
Looking for preachers, cooks, leaders, construction workers, sponsors to help run their camp.

They need volunteers for an 8 week commitment.

- After School Bible Club
Linda is looking at partnering with a nearby school (probably Grant) to offer an After School Bible Club starting in the fall.
- Ecuador Trip
This is with Al Rodriguez and open to anyone in the church.

Prayers are requested for this mission.

-Mission Opportunity Promoter Needed
We are looking for someone comfortable with social media, as well as taking videos.
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Our Staff
Pastor Dallas Stringer
Lead Pastor

Pastor Don Azevedo
Executive Pastor & Counselor

Pastor JR Cano
Worship Pastor

Pastor Nectali Macias
Spanish Language Pastor

Services on Sunday at 9:00am,
10:30am, and Spanish Language
Service at 12:30pm.

