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Why Family is an Answer to Prayer
BY

PASTOR

DALLAS

STRINGER

I was sitting in my office about six to eight months ago having a little bit of a
pity party. It seemed like at every turn in the ministry I felt I was failing. We as a
staff could not keep up with the demands of a growing congregation and we were
feeling overwhelmed. I kept hearing how I wasn’t visiting enough people, I wasn’t at
the hospital enough, I was never at the office or I was always in the office. It was a
difficult time. So, I did the only thing I felt I could do, pray. Isn’t that sad how we
often turn to prayer as if it’s a last desperate resort? In my prayer God clearly helped
lay out a strategy and plan to meet the needs of the church. I got straight up and
wrote on my board these needs: 1) Children’s and Family Pastor, 2) Missions and
Outreach Pastor, 3) Discipleship Pastor, and 4) Senior Adult Pastor. I shared this with
the chairman of deacons, the staff, and even the personnel committee. Everyone
absolutely agreed, those positions are greatly needed. There is just one small hiccup,
we don’t have the money to pay those salaries. So, what we did was start praying
deeply for God to place specifically called people in our lives that would want to come
serve and meet those needs. Who would do that, right? Then, we decided we wouldn’t
advertise these needs but would pray for God to supernaturally bring them to us so we
would know it was from Him. Here is what happened:
Answered prayer #1: Cesar Campos (a bible student and man who Pastor Neftali
and myself had been discipling) walked in one day and said “Which position is my
position?” After careful prayer, we felt the Missions and Outreach Pastor is were God
wanted Him.
Answered prayer #2: A church from Texas felt called to do mission work in
the PNW and contacted me to see if I can help facilitate some opportunities for them.
The reason they contacted me was, they had a man on staff (Alex Garza) who I had
come in contact with a few years before when he felt God was calling him to the
ministry. His wife (Jennifer) had gone to school and church with Pastor J.R. and I
growing up. When Alex was struggling with questions about ministry, he would reach
out and I would try to help. While I was on the phone conference with this church, I
get a message from Alex telling me that he and his family were praying about moving
to the N.W. to serve. I was stunned and told him I would try to help find a church for
him to serve in. He then asked if there were any positions at our church, because
while he wants to pastor someday, his heart is in…discipleship. I told him our
situation and he still felt like he wanted to move up and serve knowing that he would
have to get a secular job. He was willing.
Answered prayer #3: When we moved up here, some dear friends of ours came
shortly afterwards (the Nunn family). It was the perfect environment for their
children to grow up in because of some health complications. Josh Nunn’s sister and
brother-in-law (Krissy and Marty Field) came up to visit and fell in love with the area
too, and more specifically felt that God was calling them to move here. Marty is an
exceptionally dynamic preacher.
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Why Family... Continued
We had served together in Pampa TX, where he was our children’s pastor and a
deacon. He even went full time into the Youth Ministry in a town next to us and was
doing amazing before cancer hit and he had to scale back. They reached out to me and
told me they were feeling led this way and I told him I would help find a church for him
to serve in. He said he really wanted to do…Children’s and Family ministry. When I
explained that there weren’t many churches this way that can support and pay for a full
time pastor let alone a children’s pastor, he asked if we would have any positions like
that. I explained our financial plight and he said they would be willing to move up and
get secular jobs if we would let them do these ministries.
Answered prayer #4: Having these men out of the blue say they felt called to serve
with us was amazing. We had another problem however. We didn’t have any guidelines
for how to hire non-paid ministerial staff. How do we do this? In a business meeting
last quarter, I had laid out the vision I had for these ministry needs, and the church
overwhelmingly decided to follow the pastor’s vision. Wow! I am blessed.
Answered prayer #5: There is another man that we are speaking with about Senior
Adult ministries and a pastoral care position, but he and I are still praying through it.
If he feels led, then this is going to be one amazing partnership. Keep your ears open.
So here we are, I am preaching a sermon series on Ruth called “Why Family?” and
we have these people that have agreed to serve in the EXACT specific areas that we
needed. Two of the families have already moved across the country to be here.
Unbelievable!
In our September 23rd business meeting we will let Alex and Marty share their
testimonies, plus have a question and answer time for them. Then, we will have a
covenant for them, the church, and the staff. It will give them/us a six-month time
period of serving in agreement to help lead the church in the way we feel God is calling
us to do. If at the end of the six months they feel they want to go serve somewhere else,
then we will thank them for their service and pray them on. If we feel that we are not
compatible then we can thank them for their service and help find a place for them to
serve elsewhere. But, if we as a church continue to go in the direction that I feel God
has been clearly laying out, then we can welcome them to serve with us.
I am so excited. We needed help. We needed to see God answer prayers. These
men needed to be obedient to their calling. Our church is going to be blessed, I believe
it.
We are going to have a great time of celebration after this business meeting and
have an ice cream social. Please come out and show your support.
Finally, this Fall is going to be packed with great events like Trunk or Treat, a
widow and widowers’ lunch, Pastor Don’s 20th anniversary at Eastmont (AMEN!!!), the
50th anniversary of Eastmont Baptist, a special Thanksgiving meal, and many other
great events.
How great is our God?
With an excited heart,
Bro. Dallas
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Making a Place
at the Table
BY

PASTOR

JR

CANO

When we ask the question “what is family?”
most of us believe in a biological connection.
No doubt, that’s probably still a firm belief in
society and not much changes that. My
parents, are still my genetic contributors. I
have my mother’s nose, I have my dad’s smile.
Man, I am so grateful for that. I am so proud to bear their image, not just in my physical appearance but in
attitude, character and temperament. I have my mother’s hot temper at times and my dad’s patience to deal
with myself.
As a staff, we’ve had some at-length conversations about what family can really mean. This discussion is
where we believe God would have us be. The truth is this, family transcends biology. We do not discount
biological connections, but my everyday purpose and grind has no involvement from my siblings or my dad.
No, indeed, I pray that I am pursuing God’s will for my life with what scripture calls my “brothers and
sisters” in Christ. Family is one of God’s most powerful tools and design. He knows that we are crippled
when we are isolated in our purpose and mission. In a day and age where small, manageable families are
preferred, our church family does not seek this end goal as does our society. Indeed, we are in a constant
march to tell of the church’s worth and purpose. And there is no voice stronger than that of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ.
In November, I will have been a part of this fellowship for 9 years. I know, it’s been so sweet and
awesome that it doesn’t seem that long. I am so very excited that we are in a growing season here. We’ve
all heard the expression “we are experiencing growing pains.” God has given us a great gift in hands and
feet to carry out the Gospel. I believe that we will answer to God for how we steward that. Also, it looks
different for everyone in the church and different ministries of EBC. If we are adding to our EBC Family, we
need to be kind, generous, and to make a place for them at the table. When we “make a place” for them at
the table we are essentially saying, we love you and we care about how you are called to serve. I have done
the best I can to model this in adding faces and people to the Worship Ministry - everything from choir,
media, and the every Sunday worship team. It’s different, it’s change. It means we must share the
ministries that were once exclusively ours. But, we don’t do change, for the sake of change. No, we carry
out the vision that God has given us because we are believing in him for greater things. So, I am challenging
you. How will you “make a place at the table” that God has given you? We are family, and every lost person
we encounter is a potential family member.
Blessings,
Pastor J.R.
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How We Do Family is Important
BY

PASTOR

DON

AZEVEDO

The importance of family is to enable individuals to grow up, learn about their
world, and mature, so that they can become a healthy and productive part of the
world in which they live. Family is meant to provide genuine, loving, caring, and
productive relationships so that children can grow and mature, and learn to
establish relationships that will fulfill meaning and purpose in their lives. Then they
can teach the same to their children.
A family setting needs to provide three things so this can happen: Safety,
Belonging, and Significance. Safety means creating an environment where we can
take risks and stretch and grow. Belonging means creating an environment where
we all feel like a tight-knit tribe, we’re all equal and we’re doing life together to
reach our goals. A sense of belonging is important to all of us. Significance means
each of us contributes individually in a unique way. We all make a difference and we
all matter.
For these three things to exist in a family setting—Safety, Belonging, and
Significance, there needs to be true love – like God loves us, and respect for each
other, and a great deal of caring. This fits with Jesus saying the most important
thing of all is to “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and
with all your mind, and to love others as yourself.”
However, many of us have not grown up in a healthy family environment. We
may not have been raised in a home where God’s ways were trusted and obeyed.
That is why Jesus established the Church, and as our Father in Heaven, God’s desire
is to lead us to be a healthy family to all who would join us. The church is to be like
a family where our ‘children’, young and old, are provided Safety to take risks, and
stretch and grow out of their sin to become more and more like Jesus. Where they
can experience a sense of Belonging, and be accepted, and becoming an equal part
of the “family of God”. Where they can grow to make a difference and matter to
others, having a Significance within the “family”, the church.
If you are a part of the Family here at Eastmont, I pray you are contributing to
providing a genuine and healthy family setting for others who all need it. I hope you
are a part of providing the Safety needed to grow, offering a sense of Belonging to
others, and helping them to find their Significance in the church, and more
importantly, in the Kingdom of God. I also hope and pray you are a part of loving
and caring for others like God loves and cares for us.
God bless you all, Pastor Don
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EBC FAMILY

Thanksgiving
.

Join us Thursday,
November 22
If you are unable to travel to family, or perhaps our church is your family,
please join us on Thanksgiving Day for some snacks, some football, and of
course a family dinner. Dinner will be served at 2:00pm. If you have a
family favorite dish you would like to share with everyone, please feel free
to bring it. There is a sign up sheet for different foods at the Welcome
Center as well as a sign up sheet to let us know you'll be here. This meal
will be free to our church family. If you are unable to attend but would like
to help, you can designate a financial contribution to "Thanksgiving
Dinner."
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Wellness Corner
BY

BRENDA

YOUNG,

RN,

FCN

As we look towards fall and enjoy God’s creation. I'd like to share about a disease that a person can get when
going through the wooded and grassy areas, if not careful.
Lyme disease is a bacterial infection that is spread by a black-legged tick, known as a deer tick. It is the size
of a sesame seed. They live in wooded and grassy areas. They have been found more in Northeast and midAtlantic, North central states, and west coast areas; however, the ticks have been found in other parts of the
United States.
Symptoms:
A small red bump appears at the site of a tick bite or tick removal
Signs and symptoms after a month:
Rash- from 3- 30 days after an infected tick bite, the expanding red area forms a bull’s eye pattern. It
expands slowly and can spread to 12 inches across. Not typically itchy or painful.
Flu like symptoms such as fever, chills, fatigue, body aches and headache
Later signs and symptoms:
Headaches; Neck stiffness; Arthritis; Additional rashes; Facial palsy; Irregular or slow heartbeat;
Numbness in arms or legs; Inflammation of the brain & spinal cord; Changes in mood or sleep habits;
Short term memory problems; Nausea and vomiting.
Less common signs and symptoms:
Heart problems; eye inflammation; liver inflammation; severe fatigue.
Causes: Lyme disease happens when an infected deer tick bites you. The bacteria enters your skin and makes
its way into the blood stream. The deer tick must be attached for 36 to 48 hours. Ticks can crawl on clothes or
body for up to several hours before attaching to the skin. Remove the tick as soon as possible.
Diagnosis: It can be difficult to diagnose because the ticks can spread other diseases at the same time it
transmits Lyme disease. Enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA) test or Western blot test can be done to see
if the person has Lyme disease. The tests are done a few weeks after an infection.
Treatment: Oral antibiotics for early stage. If the disease involves central nervous system, then intravenous
antibiotics.
*Bismacine- The Food and Drug Administration warns against using this medicine. It can cause bismuth
poisoning which may lead to heart and kidney failure.
Prevention:
Cover up; uses insect repellents; do your best to tick-proof your yard; check yourself, your children and
your pets for ticks; don’t assume you’re immune; remove a tick as soon as possible with tweezers.
May you truly see God this fall through His creation.
Brenda Young RN, FCN
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