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All definitions are our own unless marked with an asterisk (*). Asterisked 
definitions are from Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology (Zondervan, 
1994); we find Dr. Grudem’s definitions to be both comprehensive and 
understandable, which is a unique blend when it comes to deep theolog-
ical terms! Clarifications in parentheses are added.

Ascension*
The rising of Jesus from the earth into heaven forty days after his resurrec-

tion

Atonement*
The work Christ did in his life and death to earn our salvation

Baptism
Especially in reference to Jesus, an act of obedience in which Jesus mod-

eled submission to God, and foreshadowed death (by entering the wa-

ter) and new life (by rising out of it), an act followed by many Christians 

throughout history upon repentance of sin and proclaiming trust in Jesus; 

the moment at which Jesus’ ministry was inaugurated by God the Father 

through a voice from heaven, and confirmed by the dove-like appearance 
of God the Spirit, who descended on Jesus upon coming out of the water.
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Forgiveness
The primary accomplishment promised in the gospel message; the put-

ting away of our sin in God’s eyes, based on the finished work of Christ, 
with the assurance in God’s promise to restore all those who repent to an 

eternal life with God

The Gospel
The power of God for salvation for all who believe.

Gospel Fluency 
The growing ability to speaking the truths of Jesus into the everyday stuff 

of life, so that all parts of our lives grow up into Christ and are eventually 

fully transformed by and submitted to Jesus Christ. 

Gospel Fluent Community
A group of people who are 1) growing in faith in the gospel as evidenced 

by people confessing their sins to one another regularly, 2) growing in 

confidence that Jesus fully atoned for their sins, and 3) extending grace 

and forgiveness to one another. 

Grace through faith
Grace* is “God’s goodness toward those who deserve only punishment” 

(for sin); faith* is “trust or dependence on God based on the fact that we 

take him at his word and believe what he has said.” The Apostle Paul, most 

overtly in Ephesians 2, writes that it is by faith that the promise of God’s 

grace is made real in the lives of people; God gives us faith to believe in 

God’s grace—this leads to both “saving faith: trust in Jesus Christ as a 

living person of forgiveness of sins and for eternal life with God,” as well 

as grace for “sanctification: [the] progressive work of God and man that 
makes us more and more free from sin and more like Jesus in our actual 

lives.” (One aspect of grace through faith is the ability to believe God, his 

word, and his promises, to the point that his truth overcomes any disbelief 

in our lives. This leads to greater trust, obedience, and submission to God 

as Savior and Lord of every aspect of life.) 
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Humility
The mindset and actions of putting others first, especially poignant if one 
has the right to a higher position (Jesus displayed the utmost humility, as 

the Lord of the Universe became a servant to mankind, even to the point 

of death on their behalf)

Kingship*
One of the three offices fulfilled by Christ in which he rules over the church 
and the universe (the other two being Prophet and Priest)

Obedience
Especially in reference to Jesus, the reality that by the power of God the 

Spirit, God the Son (Jesus) was the only human on earth to live in perfect 

obedience—in will and works; in thought, motivation, and deed—to the 

will, commands, and purposes of God the Father.

Propitiation*
A sacrifice that bears God’s wrath to the end and in doing so changes 
God’s wrath toward us into favor

Resurrection*
A rising from the dead into a new kind of life not subject to sickness, ag-

ing, deterioration, or death

Sending of God the Spirit
In reference to Jesus, the promise toward the end of his earthly minis-

try that he would send a “helper” to his followers, by whom they would 

receive power to carry forth his words and works, and fulfill the ministry 
that Jesus began on earth (the accomplishment of this was first seen at 
Pentecost in Acts 2, and is true for every believer upon repenting of sin, 

and trusting and following Jesus as their Savior and Lord)
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Sinlessness*
The state of being totally free from sin (Christian orthodoxy holds that 

Jesus, and among humans only Jesus, lived a perfectly sinless life.)

Spirit-ledness
The motive and mindset of pursuing and following God the Father’s will, 

by submission to God the Spirit’s work in one’s life; often accompanied 

by fruit, giftedness, and varying displays of power, action, or speech for 

accomplishing God’s work (among humans, only Jesus was fully Spirit-led)

Substitution
Jesus’ act of taking the place of mankind as a sacrifice to receive all of 
God’s wrath and judgment for sin, toward those who believe in and follow 

him as their Savior and Lord
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