
I Don’t Want to Miss a Thing 
 

Bible Story: I Don’t Want to Miss a Thing (Father and Older Brother) • Luke 15:21-32 
Bottom Line: When you don’t forgive, you miss out.  
Memory Verse: Put up with one another. Forgive one another if you are holding 
something against someone. Forgive just as the Lord forgave you. Colossians 3:13 
(NIrV) 
Life App: Forgiveness—Deciding that someone who has wronged you doesn’t have to 
pay 
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated. 

 
FAMILY ACTIVITIES: 
 
1. Make Me Laugh    
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body.  

 
What You Do: 

 Tell the kids you are going to tell some jokes, but they have to try not to laugh.  

 Guide kids to form a straight line facing you.  

 Read the jokes.  

 If kids laugh, they are out. The last serious kid standing is the winner.  

 Play again if time allows, and see if the kids have any jokes of their own.  
 
Make Me Laugh  
1. Q: What do you call a dinosaur that is sleeping?  A dino-snore!  

2.  Q: Why did the kid cross the playground?  To get to the other slide! 

3.   Q: Why did the cookie go to the hospital?  Because he felt crummy 

4.  Q: What did the little corn say to the mama corn?  Where is the pop corn?  

5.  Q: How do we know that the ocean is friendly?  It waves!  

6.  Q: Why can’t Elsa have a balloon?  Because she will let it go 

7.  Q: How do you make an octopus laugh?  With ten-tickles  

8:   Knock knock!  Who’s there?  Doughnut Doughnut who?  Doughnut ask me, I just got 

here! 

9.   Q: Why did they quit giving tests at the zoo?  It was full of cheetahs  

10.   Q: What do you call a cow that eats your grass?  A lawn moo-er! 

* 2. Party Time!  
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group 



 
What You Need: Treat to share 
 
What You Do: 

 Sit at your table. 

 Set the treats in the center of the table, but do not allow the kids to touch them yet. 

 Talk about the choices the older brother in our story made today.  
o How did the father react when his son returned? (He forgave him and threw a 

huge party to celebrate his son’s return) 
o Where was the older brother when the younger son returned? (Working in the 

field) 
o How did the older brother react when he found out that the party was for his 

younger brother who’d returned home? (He was angry) 
o What did the older brother say to the father? (“All these years I have worked, I’ve 

obeyed. You’ve never thrown me a party.”) 
o Why do you think the older brother was SO mad? Can you relate to this?  
o Why do you think the father celebrated in such a big way? 

 Pass out the treats for the kids to enjoy. 
 
What You Say: 
“I can relate to the older brother in this story. He’s right; he was the one who had stayed, the 
one who worked hard and honored his dad. But he missed out. Because he thought it was more 
important to be right than to forgive, he missed the opportunity to celebrate his brother’s return. 
Sometimes we do the same thing. We want to make a point or prove that we’re right and the 
other person is wrong. But in the end, your friendship is WAY more important than winning an 
argument. We need to offer forgiveness when someone apologizes and means it. Because 
[Bottom Line] when you don’t forgive, you miss out.” 
 
3. Blocking the Fun   
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building and 
designing 

 
What You Need: Large stackable items such as Mega Bloks®, LEGO® blocks, or books 
 
What You Do:  

 Set out your stackable items and invite the kids to pair up. 

 One partner will hold their arms out while the other partner stacks blocks onto their arms. 
Stack the blocks not too heavy, but heavy enough to where it is a little tricky to move.  

 Play some music and tell the kids holding blocks to try and dance.  

 Give them a few minutes to try and dance holding the blocks.  

 Switch partners and give them a chance to stack the blocks and dance.  
 
What You Say 
“It is kinda tricky to hold the blocks and dance at the same time, right? In our story today, the 
older brother couldn’t celebrate forgiveness because he was too busy holding things against his 
younger brother. It is just like the older brother was holding lots of heavy blocks so they got in 
the way of him celebrating! When we choose to forgive others, it is like dropping all of this heavy 
weight. When we choose not to forgive, the heavy stuff keeps us from celebrating or simply 
having a good day. 



 
“Let’s think about some times this might happen to us. Maybe you’re so mad that your little 
brother tore up your favorite book that you scream at him, get in trouble with your parents, and 
miss out on a play date with your best friend. Or maybe you’re so upset that your mom forgot 
she had a meeting when she had promised you would have family movie night tonight, and you 
spend the whole evening pouting and thinking mean thoughts about her instead of simply 
enjoying spending time with the rest of your family. Or what if you don’t get that really expensive 
gift you wanted for your birthday, so you refuse to play with the toys you DID get and won’t talk 
to anyone at your party? Remember that [Bottom Line] when you don’t forgive, you miss 
out.” 
 
[Make It Personal] (Tell a child-appropriate story about a time when you missed out on 
celebrating because you didn’t forgive. Share about how that made you feel and how you 
eventually came around.) 
 

4. Discussion Questions  
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with each other and build on their understanding 

 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do: 
Ask: 

 What can it cost you to hold a grudge? For example, what might you miss out on if you 
decided to hold a grudge and not forgive a friend?  

 What if a friend says something unkind to you and they never say they are sorry? Do 
you still forgive them? Do you only forgive someone if they ask you? 

 Is forgiveness always fair? How does it make you feel when it’s not fair? [Make it 
Personal] (Be prepared to share about a time when someone treated you unfairly 
or when you were mad at someone for how they treated you. Did you forgive them 
right away? Did it take you time to forgive them? How did you feel when you 
decided to forgive them? Did you miss out on something because you wanted to 
make them pay?)  

 
5. Three-Legged Relay   
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity] 
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body. 

 
What You Need: Streamer roll (or another item you can use to tie your leg to another person’s 
leg, each word of the memory verse (see the top of the page) written out on separate pieces of 
paper 
 
What You Do: 

 Pair kids up. If you have an odd number of kids, choose someone to be your “Special 
Helper.” 

o If there’s a child in your group with some gross-motor physical limitations, they 
would be a great choice for this role. 

 Tell kids to stand side by side with their partner, with their “inside” legs touching. 

 Use the streamer roll to tie their inside legs together, just above the knee. Wrap the 
streamer around several times (so it hopefully won’t break), and tie off the ends. 

o If you have a Special Helper, she can help with this step. 



 Divide the pairs into two teams. If one team has one more pair than the other, that’s 
okay. 

 Line the teams up at one end of your space. Place each set of Memory Verse Phrases 
on the ground opposite each team. 

 Kids will relay to retrieve all of the phrases. 

 Once a team has all the pieces, they have to put the verse together. The first team to put 
their verse together wins!  

 If you have time, play again. You can switch out the helper, if you have one, and mix the 
teams up. 

 
What You Say: 
“Great job working together to put the verse together! When you have to work together with 
someone else to get something done, or even when you’re playing a game, sometimes the 
other person might do something that makes you not accomplish your task or even lose a 
game. When that happens, we need to remember to forgive. Say the verse with me. Put up with 
one another. Forgive one another if you are holding something against someone. Forgive just 
as the Lord forgave you, Colossians 3:13 (NIrV). When things happen that we don’t like, we 
need to forgive. Because [Bottom Line] when you don’t forgive, you miss out.” 

 
Pray 
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity] 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding 

 
What You Do:  

 Gather the kids in a circle on the floor or around a table.  

 Ask kids to call out things we can celebrate about God. 
o Kids may need some prompting at first. You can start by saying a few things 

yourself, such as: He made us, He loves us, He forgives us, etc. 
 
What You Say: 
“Let’s pray and thank God for all that He does for us and then we can celebrate! Dear God, 

thank You so much for forgiving us no matter what and teaching us to forgive others. We love 
You so much. Amen!” 
 
“It is so amazing that God forgives us, and I think it’s also amazing that He gives us the ability to 
forgive others. This week, we’re going to remember [Bottom Line] when you don’t forgive, 
you miss out." 
 
 


