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I Need to Know 
 

Bible Story: I Need to Know (Philip and the Man from Ethiopia) • Acts 8:26-40 
Bottom Line: Keep going even when you have questions. 
Memory Verse: Let us not become tired of doing good. At the right time we will gather a crop if 
we don’t give up. Galatians 6:9 (NIrV) 
Life App: Determination—Deciding it’s worth it to finish what you started 
Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice. 

 
1. Just for Fun 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group 
 
What You Do: 

• Invite them to play a game of “I Spy.” 
• Choose one kid to be the “spy” or “it,” and encourage them to choose an object that they (and 

everyone else in the group) can see. 
• After the object is chosen, they say, “I spy with my little eye something …” and then insert a hint 

about the object they’ve chosen.  
o The hint could be what color it is or what letter the object starts with. 

• Give the rest of the group five or so chances to guess. If they don’t get it right, instruct “it” to 
reveal what the object is! 

• As they guess, help kids navigate taking turns, making sure everyone gets a chance to 
participate somehow.  

• Continue to play until everyone has had a turn or as long as time and interest allow. 
• As you play, ask the question: If you could ask any kind of expert a question, what kind of expert 

would you ask, and what would your question be? 
 
2. Take a Snapshot  
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding  
 
What You Need: Index cards, markers, pencils 
 
What You Do: 

• Write each of the following questions on an index card, creating six “Question Cards:” Who? 
What? Where? When? How? Why? 

• Shuffle the index cards and set the “Question Cards” aside. 
• Ask: Who are some of the people in your life?  
• As kids answer, write each example on an index to create “people” cards. Examples could 

include: parents, coach, teacher, siblings, friends, pastor, Small Group Leader, classmates. 
• Shuffle the index cards and set them next to the Question Cards.  
• Guide kids to take turns picking both a “People” index card and a Question Card. 
• Encourage kids to come up with a question using the Question Card they picked that they 

could ask the person listed on the People index card they picked.  
• Allow kids to have fun with the questions and to be creative.  
• Give kids an index card and a pencil. 
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• Encourage kids to write a question they have for God or about God on their index card. Tell 
kids to use multiple index cards if they can think of more than one question. 

• Collect the index cards and shuffle them.  
• Lay the index cards in the center of the circle. 
• Read the questions together as a group. 
• Discuss the questions. Depending on time, you can select a couple of the questions to focus 

on. Potential questions could be: 
o Did more than one person have the same question? 
o Where would you go to search for an answer to a question? 
o What if you can’t find an answer to your question?  
o What are reasons we don’t ask questions?  

• Note: The goal of this activity is not to answer the questions. Guide the conversation to discuss 
what happens when we don’t get answers; what can we do? This activity provides an 
opportunity to discuss the fact we can get answers to our questions right away, but there are 
times we have to wait for an answer or there are times our questions don’t get answered. But it 
is important to remember, to keep going and whenever you have a question, ask it.  

 
3. Bible Story Extension  
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review] 
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body 
 
What You Do: 

• Divide your family into two teams. 
• Draw a tic-tac-toe grid on a piece of paper  
• Ask the following Bible story review questions. If the question is answered correctly the person 

may put an “x” or “o” in the place of their choice. Play multiple times to get through all the 
questions. 

• Here are some questions to get them started: 
o What book from the Bible was the Ethiopian official reading? 
o The Ethiopian official didn’t understand what he was reading so what did he do? 
o What important question did the Ethiopian official ask? 
o What was Philip’s response to the Ethiopian’s question? 
o Why had the Ethiopian gone to Jerusalem?  
o Why did Philip have to leave Jerusalem?  
o Imagine you are Philip. What question would you have wanted to ask the angel when the 

angel told you to leave Samaria? (This could have multiple answers so you could ask 
this more than once)  

o Give an example from the story how the Ethiopian showed determination. (by reading 
the Bible and asking questions the Ethiopian showed determination to learn about God)  

o Give an example how Philip showed determination. (Philip didn’t give up and he took the 
time to sit with the Ethiopian and answer his questions, even though Philip didn’t know 
why he had to leave Samaria he showed determination to listen to God) 

• Wrap up and discuss:  
o The Ethiopian official didn’t understand what he was reading but he didn’t let that stop 

him. He knew that learning about God’s story was important so he asked questions 
about what he found confusing. We shouldn’t be afraid to ask questions about God.  
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o Encourage kids to give an example of someone in their lives they can ask questions 
about God or about what the Bible says.  

o Be prepared to share an example in your life of a friend or family member you go to 
when you have questions.  

o What should we do if we don’t get answers to our questions?  
 

4. Discussion Questions  
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review] 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding  
 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do: 
Ask: 

• Why is it important to ask questions? 
• What happens if we don’t understand and we don’t ask questions?  
• When is it hard to ask questions?  
• Are there questions that have no answers? Encourage kids to think of examples. It could be an 

opportunity to revisit the questions from the “Take A Snapshot” Activity.  
 
5. Make it Personal with Prayer 
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity] 
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application 
 
What You Need: “People” index cards from “Take a Snapshot” Activity 
 
What You Do:  

• Gather kids a circle. 
• Place the “People” index cards in the center of the circle. 
• Explain that it’s important we ask questions. Just like the Ethiopian official in our story today, 

when we don’t understand something about God or the Bible, we need ask questions so we can 
get to know God even better.  

• Ask kids to think of specific people in their lives who they can turn to when they have questions.  
• Close in prayer encouraging kids to thank God specifically for the people in their lives who will 

help them with questions they have. 
 
What You Say: 
“God, You know everything! And we can ask You anything! We are so thankful for the Bible. Help us 
show determination and to keep going even when we have questions. God, You have given us people 
in our lives we can turn to when we have questions. Thank You for (give kids an opportunity to say 
names of people they can turn to with their questions). Amen!” 
 
Pray and Dismiss 
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity] 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding 
 
What You Need: Paper, pencil 
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What You Do:  
• Ask kids to quietly think about things they need determination for right now. It could be 

something they’ve talked about earlier this month or something new. 
• Give kids time to pray out loud about those things if they want to.  
• Use the paper and pencil to take notes about the kids’ prayers, to use as you pray. 
• Finish with the prayer below. 

 
What You Say: 
“Dear God, we thank You so much for giving us the ability to have determination and keep going. I want 
to ask you to help [kid’s name] keep going when [thing that kid prayed for] and for (repeat for each kid), 
and for all the other prayers that were prayed silently. Help us to keep going in all things, and especially 
to keep going even when we have questions. We love You so much, God. Amen.” 


