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Family
Experience

City Kids Family Devotional - Spring 2019

The purpose of this book is to help to prepare our hearts, on a personal level, for the celebration of Jesus’ resurrection at Easter and to have fun doing that with family members or friends.

Design Your Own Experience:

This devotional guide contains seven Bible stories that can be used as a personal Bible study
guide, to share with friends, or to create a family night.
With each of the seven stories, you may design the experience that best suits you, your family
or your group.
All stories include an optional activities and questions. More details about each option are
described below.

Story Activities:

The activities correspond to the story to enhance the experience and learning as well. Some
of the activities are to be done before exploring the story while others help review the stories.
In some cases there may be both pre and post activities. The activities are ideal to use with
children, but they may be enjoyed by those of us who are children at heart!
If you plan to include activities in your experience, you will want to look through the supply list
for each activity before you begin. Some story activities include suggestions for movies or other supplies that you may need to order or may need to prepare ahead of time.

Story Review:

QUESTIONS:
Questions are best used with children over the age of eight, teens or adults. With younger
children, it is best to review the story through art and games.
If you choose to include the questions in your experience, focus on getting participants to think,
discuss and ask additional questions, rather than on finding and sharing the “right” answer.
Look over questions in advance. Depending on your time schedule, you may not want to ask
every question listed.
Remember that a long answer or lecture will ruin the experience, especially for children. If
you have young children, we suggest you skip the questions altogether. You should also skip
questions if your children aren’t interested. Forcing children to sit for questions can undermine
your efforts to show them that learning about God is fun.

Bible Stories:

I recommend the following Bibles if you are looking for a Bible.

Preschool:

The Read and Share Bible by Tommy Nelson Publishers
The Beginner’s Bible: Timeless Children’s Stories by Zondervan
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Early Elementary:

The Jesus Storybook Bible by Sally Lloyd Jones

Older Elementary:

NIRV Adventure Bible by ZonderKidz
The Action Bible by Doug Mauss and Sergio Cariello

Teens:

The New Believer’s Bible NLT by Greg Laurie

Bible Storytelling How-To Guide:
•
•
•

Prepare by familiarizing yourself with the story.
Tell the story with expression but not dramatically. Read it or tell it slowly so everyone can
catch the details.
Prepare children to listen: say, “During the activity, we talked and laughed. Now I am going
to tell you a story from the Bible. During the story, you can sit and listen or lay down and
listen. You can let me know you have questions by raising your hand before talking. Practice with me now.” (Practice listening before you start the story.)

Bible Story Options:

I’ve also included a link for watching bible story videos on YouTube. This may be preferable for
families with young children.
LET’S GET STARTED!
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Story One: Creation
Genesis 1 & 2

Pre-Story Activity Options
1. Rice Krispie Earth Recipe
Ingredients:
•
•
•
•
•
•

12 tablespoons (1-1/2 sticks) unsalted butter
Two 10-oz bags mini marshmallows, divided
3/4 teaspoons vanilla extract
1/2 teaspoon salt
8-1/2 cups Rice Krispies or crispy rice cereal (use gluten-free if needed)
Green and Blue food coloring

Directions:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Melt margarine and marshmallows over medium heat in a large pot.
Stir in vanilla and Rice Krispies.
Divide the mixture into two bowls.
Add green food coloring to one bowl and blue food coloring to the second.
Stir.
Allow children to take a scoop from the blue bowls and a scoop from the green bowl
and mash them together in a ball (the earth)
7. Set the balls aside until completely cool.
8. Eat and enjoy!
How this Activity Connects to the Story:
•
•
•
•
•

Talk about the earth as you make a Rice Krispie earth.
Ask what is the earth?
What is blue on the earth? What is green on the earth?
What else lives on the earth?
Explain that the story for the day tells us how the earth began.

2. Plant Flowers
Materials:
•
•
•
•

Cup or flower pot
Potting soil
Seeds or (easier) bedding plants (grass seed is very easy to grow)
Gravel (the kind for a fish tank works great)
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Directions:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Put a small amount of gravel in the bottom of the pot or cup
Put some dirt in the container
Put the plant or seeds in the container
Cover with dirt

How this Activity Connects to the Story:
•
•
•

Tell your children that God made everything we see and even things we can’t see.
Talk about what elements plants need to grow - water, soil, light - and then ask how God
provided these things for us
Talk about why plants are important to us - how they clean our air and give us food to eat.
Talk about how perfectly our world is planned and ask who made these perfect plans.

3. Charades
Materials:
•

Index cards with various
animals (names written or use
pictures)

Directions:
1. Take turns drawing cards
2. Act out the animal on the card
3. Everyone guesses and the person
who guesses correctly draws the
next card
How this Activity Connects to the Story:
•
•
•

Tell your children that God made
animals.
Talk about animals and what they
need to live. Then tell them that
God made all of those things too.
Talk about why animals are
important for us.
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Story Options
Genesis 1 & 2

Preschool

YouTube Video - Lyrics (Creation Song) Saddleback Kids
Link: https://youtu.be/nY2W4nOD_x8
YouTube Video - Twos: Creation (Song + Story) Crossroads Kids Club
Link: https://youtu.be/ja0WqSj05CU

Elementary

YouTube Video - Creation (Genesis 1-2) Saddleback Kids
Link: https://youtu.be/teu7BCZTgDs
YouTube Video - God’s Story: Creation Crossroad’s Kids’ Club
Link: https://youtu.be/qHu352QwXXM
YouTube Video - Kurtis Parks and Friends Kids Music Story Songs from Scripture Kurtis Parks
Link: https://youtu.be/pyXYpidCmFM

Middle School and Teens
Creation Story

This is the story of how the earth began.
In the beginning, there was God; but the earth, as we know it, did not exist.
The Bible says the earth was shapeless and empty and everything was dark. God’s Spirit
floated over the dark and formless surface.
Then, just by saying a word, God made everything from nothing.
First, God made light, and the darkness was gone. And He called the light ‘day’ and the darkness ‘night’.
Then, God separated the waters in the sky from the water on the earth, and dry land appeared.
God made plants, flowers and trees grow - all with seeds in them so they could reproduce
themselves. Water rose from the ground and nourished the plants.
Then, God created the sun, the moon and the universe, and He set the seasons and time into
motion.
And God filled the earth with all kinds of creatures...fish that swim in the seas, birds that fly
through the air, and wild animals that run and crawl across the land.
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While looking at all of this wonderful creation, God said, “This is good!”
Then God said, “Let’s make people. Let’s make them in our image, to be like us in some ways.
They can take care of everything else that has been made, the earth and everything in it.”
God took dirt from the earth, formed a man and breathed into his nostrils. Then the man
became a living person. His name was Adam. After the man was made, God said, “This is
VERY good!”
God put Adam in a beautiful garden, filled with all kinds of fruit so he’d never go hungry.
God gave Adam freedom and responsibility. It was his job to work in the garden and take care
of everything. God also brought every kind of animal to Adam and told him to give each of
them names.
Then God told Adam about two trees that stood in the middle of the garden. One was called
the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, and the other was called the Tree of Life. God told
Adam that he could have anything he wanted in the entire garden, but he could not have the
fruit that grew from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil. God said, “If you eat the fruit that
grows on this tree, you will die.”
Then God decided it wasn’t good for Adam to be alone. So He caused Adam to fall into a deep
sleep. While Adam was asleep, God took one of Adam’s ribs and then closed up the wound.
God used Adam’s rib to make the first woman.
Then God brought her to Adam. Adam said, “AT LAST! This one is like me and she is made
from part of me.” Adam named his partner Eve.
Even though Adam and Eve were naked, they were innocent and didn’t feel ashamed.
They were joined together as husband and wife, and God told them to have lots of children.
God accomplished all of this in six days, and then He rested from all of His work on the
seventh day.
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Post-Story Activity Options
1. Story Review - Questions (Recommended for 4th grade and above)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

How did you imagine the world God created?
What did you notice about God?
What did the story show you regarding God’s relationship with people? Where did you see
that in the story?
How are people different from all of the other creatures God made?
The story tells us that people were created in the image of God. How do you think we are
like God? How are we unlike God?
God gave people some responsibilities, what were they supposed to do?
Adam and Eve were both naked and unashamed. Why do you think they were not unashamed being naked?
What do you think is the importance of the two trees, The Tree of Knowledge of Good and
Evil and the Tree of Life, specifically described in the garden?
God gave us the ability to make choices. Why do you think he did so?
God said creation was “excellent.” Where do you still see creation as it was intended to
be, excellent?

2. Creation Cube Fun
Materials:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Creation cube template (Provided)
Crayons or markers
Clear Tape
Mini Oreos
Blue raspberry Jello (pre-made)
Can of whipped cream
Swedish Fish or Goldfish
Nuts, seeds, or fruit
Animal Crackers
Lucky Charms

Directions:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Cut out the creation cubes
Color the pictures on the cubs
Fold and tape along the lines to form the cube shape
Take turns rolling the cubes trying to get a match in numbers.
If you match:

Day One:

Everyone eats a mini Oreo to represent day and night

Day Two:

Everyone takes a bite of blue Jello with a squirt of whipped cream to
represent the sky

Day Three:

Everyone takes a drink of water and eats a nut, seed or bite of fruit to
represent the plants God made
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Day Four:

Everyone takes a bite of Lucky Charms to represent the Sun, Moon and
Stars

Day Five:

Everyone eats a Swedish fish or a Goldfish Cracker to represent the sea
animals God made

Day Six:

Everyone eats animal crackers to represent the animals God made

Link: https://goo.gl/images/fVHVqh

3.

Appreciate the Planet

Materials:
•

Nature scavenger hunt card for each person

Directions:
Take kids to a park or nature area and search for the items on the card as a family.

4. Preserve the Planet
Materials:
•

Small trash bags for each person in the family

Take kids to a park or nature area and pick up trash. Help them understand that God gave
people the job of taking care of the planet.
If you don’t recycle in your home, you could begin to recycle and explain that it’s one way to do
our job to take care of the planet.
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Story Two: Rebellion
Genesis 3

Pre-Story Activity Options:
1. Toothpaste Squeeze

Link: https://pin.it/oia7m4t6iyphxj

Supplies:
•
•

Cookie Sheet or Large Pan
Tube of Toothpaste

Directions:
1. Open the tube of toothpaste and allow children to squirt all of the toothpaste out of the tube
onto the cookie sheet or pan.
2. Talk about the experience.
a. Is it fun?
b. Is it messy?
c. Do you like emptying the tube?
d. Do you have any hesitation in doing so even though you’ve been told it’s okay?
3. Now put the toothpaste back in the tube.
4. Talk about this experience. Is it fun? Is it messy? Are you successful?
How this Activity Connects to the Story:
•
•
•

2.

Explain that some things we choose to do bring results/consequences that can’t be
changed or reversed.
Once we squeezed the toothpaste out of the tube we couldn’t get it back in the tube.
In our Bible story today, we will see that Adam and Eve made a choice that changed everything and they couldn’t reverse what happened.

Adam and Eve Apple Stacker
Link: https://pin.it/jwgdg46ulufkx2

Materials:
•

Several apples for each person

Directions:
See who can stack the most apples in one minute.
How This Activity Connects to the Story:
God gave Adam and Eve everything they needed in the garden.
They had only one rule - Don’t eat fruit from the Tree of Knowing Good and Evil.
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We don’t know what the fruit was like - we don’t know that it was an apple but we used an apple to think about the Bible story.

3.

Beanboozled

Materials:
•

Order a Beanboozled game (You may be able to purchase this a Wal-mart or Mr. Bulky.
This game contains various flavors of Jelly Bellies. Some of the flavors are awful (ear wax;
vomit; skunk). The beans that taste bad look similar to others that taste good.

Directions
•

Players take turns spinning to select a color. They then eat the bean that matches that
color. It may taste great or it may taste awful.

How this Activity Connects to the Story:
God tells us what to avoid in life to avoid painful consequences. But sometimes the things we
know we aren’t supposed to do seem like they would be okay - just like the icky tasting beans
seemed fine to eat just by looking.

4.

Hide and Seek

No Materials Needed but do establish boundaries for hiding.
Directions:
Parents are “IT” and kids hide.
Count out loud so kids know when you’re coming.
As you search say, “Child’s name. Where are you? I’m looking for you!”
Don’t find your child quickly.
How this Activity Connects with the Story:
Say, “We were playing a fun game but there was a time when God’s children hid from him and
it wasn’t funny or fun. I’m going to tell you that story now.”
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Story Options
Genesis 3

Preschool

YouTube Video - Adam and Eve Kelsey Weber
Link: https://youtu.be/66fJqVq544g
YouTube Video - Adam and Eve (Genesis 2-3) Saddleback Kids
Link: https://youtu.be/VG3D9EOwSyc

Elementary

YouTube Video - God’s Story: The Fall Crossroad’s Kids Club
Link: https://youtu.be/Kg2lkCxjMg8
YouTube Video - The Story of Adam and Eve Kids on the Move
Link: https://youtu.be/BgXrhQA4pdY

Middle School and Teens
Rebellion Story

One day, while Eve was in the garden, a snake said to her, “Did God really say you can’t eat
ANY of this delicious fruit?”
Eve answered, “Sure we can eat fruit from the trees in the garden! It’s only the fruit from the
tree in the middle of the garden that we are not allowed to eat. God told us, ‘You must not eat
it or even touch it; if you do, you will die!’”
The snake said, “You won’t die if you eat that fruit! God told you that because He knows that
by eating the fruit, your eyes will be opened, and you will be like him, knowing both good and
evil.”
Eve was convinced. After all, the tree was beautiful, and it’s fruit did look delicious. She wanted the wisdom it would give her. So she ate it, and she gave some to Adam, who was with her,
and he ate it, too.
In an instant, Adam and Eve saw everything differently, and they suddenly felt afraid and filled
with shame because they were naked. So they sewed fig leaves together to cover themselves.
When the cool evening breezes were blowing, the man and his wife heard God walking about
in the garden. They hid from Him, among the trees.
Then God called to Adam, “Where are you?” Adam answered, “I heard you walking in the garden, so I hid. I was afraid because I was naked.”
“Who told you that you were naked?” God asked. “Have you eaten from the tree whose fruit I
commanded you not to eat?”
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Adam said, “If was the woman you gave me. She gave me the fruit, and I ate it.” Then God
asked Eve, “What have you done?” “The snake tricked me,” she said. “That’s why I ate it.”
Then God said to the snake, “Now, because you have done this, you will crawl on your belly,
groveling in the dust as long as you live. And I will cause people to hate you. People will hit
you on the head, and you will strike at their heels.”
And God explained to Adam and Eve how their choice changed everything and what the consequences would be. He told Eve, “Having children will be painful. And you and Adam will
struggle in your relationship with one another.” He told Adam, “All your life you will have to
work hard and sweat to grow the food you eat. Then at the end of your life, you will return to
dust from which you were made.”
Then God made clothing from animal skins for Adam and Eve. And He said, “Look, the humans have become like us, knowing about and experiencing both good and evil. What if they
reach out, take fruit from the tree of life and eat it? Then they will live in this condition forever!”
So God sent Adam and Eve out of the Garden of Eden and He placed mighty angels and a
flaming sword that flashed back and forth to guard the Tree of Life.
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Post-Story Activity Options
1. Story Review Questions
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

2.

What did you see as I told the story?
What did you notice in general? About God?
What questions do you have?
Why do you think Adam and Eve ate the fruit?
What “knowledge” did Adam and Eve gain?
Why do you think God told Adam and Eve not to eat fruit from the Tree of Knowledge of
Good and Evil?
Why do you think God put this tree in the garden?
How is the choice they made like the activity?
What changed as a result of their choice?
How did Adam and Eve feel about themselves after disobeying God?
Did Adam and Eve die? How?
Do you think that God gave up on Adam and Eve?
How do you decide what is right and wrong?

Object Lesson: The Power of Sin: Lemon Volcano Experiment

Use the following lesson to illustrate how Adam and Eve’s sin spread to effect all of humanity.
Materials:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

A Lemon
Food Coloring
Dish soap
Small bowl
Baking Soda
Knife
Vinegar

Links
Babbledabbledo.com
https://pin.it/2zdsnpbfioyanx

Instructions:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Cut off the top of the lemon.
Squeeze the lemon juice into a small bowl. Get as much out as possible.
Mix the lemon juice with a few drops of dish soap.
Fill the lemon with baking soda.
Put a few drops of food coloring onto the baking soda.
Pour the lemon juice back into the lemon and watch it foam.
To continue the foaming effect, add some vinegar or stir the mixture slightly.

How this Activity Connects to the Story:
Talk about how Adam and Eve’s sin had effects that spread like the foam from the lemon.
They couldn’t have imagined what would happen because of one simple choice.
When they disobeyed God and ate the fruit, their relationship with God was broken.
There were consequences of their sin that affected all of humanity.
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2.

Object Lesson: The icky sticky effect of lies

Materials:
•

A bottle of Hershey’s Chocolate Syrup

Instructions:
Seat your children at a table.
Ask each person to hold out his hand.
Put a napkin under each hand.
Squirt the chocolate syrup into the palm of each hand.
Tell each person to hold the syrup in their hand without letting it drip out.
How this Activity Connects to the Story:
The syrup represents a lie. Sometimes lies are fun right? They are exciting. Kind of like chocolate syrup. It tastes good in your mouth. It is sweet and yummy. When you lie to get out of
trouble, or to avoid a consequence, it feels like you are winning. At first.
Remind your kids that they need to keep the lie (chocolate) in their hand. Don’t let it slip out.
Ask the question, “Who likes to work?” If your family is anything like mine, not very many
hands will shoot up in the affirmative. Did you know that lying is actually a lot of work? It takes
effort to remember the lies that you tell. Sometimes, you have to tell more lies to cover up the
first lie that was spoken.
Pour more chocolate syrup into their palm.
Ask your kids if it is starting to get hard to keep the syrup in their hands? Are they getting tired
of their lies?
What happens after the initial excitement of a lie passes?
Typically, a person will start to feel guilty.
Have you ever told a lie and then felt bad afterwards?
Have them share experiences out loud as a group.
Add a little more chocolate syrup to their hands to represent guilt.
Now, you have the burden of guilt added to the burden of remembering what lies you have told
and the hassle of telling more lies to keep your story together. It can wear you out!
Ask your kids if they would like to go play a game or do a puzzle. Suggest going on a bike ride
or coloring with sidewalk chalk. Does that sound fun? It does! But, wait…they have those lies
all over their hands. The lies have made it so they can’t do the things they like to do.
Sometimes telling lies makes it so we lose friends or special privileges. People can’t trust you
to tell the truth. Being dishonest makes life an icky sticky mess!
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By now, your kids are really going to be tired of holding the syrup in their hands. My little boy
was dying to wash it off. It was driving him nuts. That is good!
Tell them that there is a way to make the lies better. They can repent and be washed clean.
When we tell the truth and admit what we’ve done that was wrong, say sorry to God and others, we can be forgiven!
Let them wash their hands. It feels so good to have them clean and free of the sticky chocolate
syrup.
What starts off as a simple lie can eventually become an icky sticky mess.
Challenge your family to remember the burden of chocolate covered hands and how good it
feels to have clean hands. When we choose honesty, we are free to do the things in life that
make us happy and that are fun. When we choose deceit, we are tied to our lies and unable to
do anything but hold onto them and keep them from making everything else a mess.

3.

Object Lesson: Bowling

Materials:
•
•
•

Several filled water bottles
One filled soda bottle
One playground ball

Directions:
Explain: the water bottles represent the clean and good choices we make. The soda bottle
represents sin and the wrong choices we make.
Set up the water bottles and the soda bottle in bowling pin formation.
Say, “The goal is to use the ball to knock down all the water bottles but leave the soda bottle
standing.”
Take turns rolling the ball.
Now say, “This time we’ll all take a turn again but you can set up the bottles any way you want
and the soda bottle doesn’t even have to be close to the other bottle.”
You take your turn last - demonstrate how you can be successful by placing the soda bottle far
away from the other bottles.
How this Activity Connects with our Story:
We were more successful in this game when we put the soda bottle far away. We are more
successful in life when we stay far away from sin. Ask, “Name some sins.” “Name some sins
that are tempting to you.” “How can you stay far away from those temptations/sins?”
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4.

Object Lesson: Sin Separates us from God

Materials:

Link: https://pin.it/auem4lfpzlfc4s

•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Balloon Filled with Helium on a string
Picture of your family
Tape
Piece of paper

Marker
5 large paper clips (black is best)
Index cards

Directions:
1. Write God on the piece of paper (kids can color if they want)
2. Tape the paper that says GOD on the ceiling
3. Tape your family picture to the helium balloon and let the balloon ascend to the ceiling
so that it touches the GOD paper.
4. Ask, “What is sin?” (Sin is disobeying God).
5. Take turns naming sins and writing them on the index cards. Ask, “What kinds of sins
do you think we struggle with in our family?” “What happens in our family when any
one of us sins?”
6. After you have about 10 sins begin to clip the card to the balloon string. Let the
children observe what happens (the balloon will begin to be pulled away from the God
sign on the ceiling). Say, “When we sin it hurts our relationships with others and
whenever we hurt our relationship with others we also hurt our relationship with God.”
7. God cannot have sin in heaven. Heaven is a perfect place that he is saving for us.
There is no sickness, hurt, sadness or death in heaven.

5.

Craft: Snake

Link: https://pin.it/3fc4sigkn2sg5t

Materials:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Stapler
Different colors of construction paper strips (each sheet cut into 8ths - fold the paper in
half, then fold the half in half and then fold that piece in half)
Google Eyes
Glue
Piece of construction paper cut in a large triangle for the head and cut in a small triangle
for the tail
A small red balloon

Directions:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Cut on the fold lines to make paper strips.
Fold the first strip and staple it in place to make a circle.
Loop the next strip through the circle you made from the first strip and staple it in place.
Continue, making a paper chain.
Finish by gluing eyes to the large triangle and the balloon to the tip on the triangle (tongue)
to make the snake’s head. Glue or staple the head to one end of the paper chain.
6. Glue or staple the small triangle to the opposite end.
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Story Three: Moses and the Passover
Exodus 1 – 6:13 and 7 – 14

Pre-Story Activity Options
1. Make Unleavened Bread
Here’s a simple recipe for unleavened bread:

Link: https://pin.it/z42lrqcg7x2jvw

Flatbread Recipe (Makes 3)
Ingredients
1 cup flour
1/2 tsp salt
1 tbsp melted butter/ghee
100ml milk (approx)
Ghee/butter for frying
Method
In a large bowl, combine the ingredients above and knead for 5 minutes until smooth and elastic. Add more flour or water if necessary to achieve the right consistency. The dough should be
soft and pliable. Leave to rest for 10 minutes. Divide into 3 pieces. On a floured surface, roll or
press out the dough into a flat thin round, holding it up and stretching it with your fingers as you
go along. You can opt to sprinkle sesame seeds, cumin seeds, herbs, spices or anything you
wish. Press it into the dough so as to stick.
Place a large non-stick pan on medium-high heat and add 1 tbsp ghee/butter. Fry the bread
one at a time, until bubbles appear on the surface. Brush the top with ghee, and flip over to
brown the other side.

2.

Watch the Prince of Egypt

Supplies:
•
•

DVD of the movie The Prince of Egypt
Snacks

Directions:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Gather snacks
Turn off phones and eliminate other potential distractions
Sit together as a family
Start the move and watch it together.
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How this Activity Connects to the Story:
•
•
•

3.

Ask them what part they liked best.
Ask if any parts were scary to them.
Tell them that the person who made the Prince of Egypt movie got the story from the Bible
and that it is a true story. Then read the story from a children’s bible, show the Bible version from the video’s suggested below or read the story as it is written below.

Minute to Win It Games

Jelly Bean Relay

Link: https://pin.it/gzlmwfx5uoxiaw

Materials:
•
•
•

Jelly Beans
Plastic Spoons
2 Bowls

Directions:
Put one bowl, filled with jelly beans, on one side of the room and the other empty bowl on the
other side of the room.
Player scoops the jelly beans onto the spoon and moves as quickly as possible to dump them
in the empty bowl
Take turns seeing how many jelly beans each person can get in the bowl in one minute
How this Activity Connects with the Story:
In our story today God’s people had to move very quickly to escape from the evil Pharaoh.
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Story Options
Exodus 1 – 6:13 and 7 – 14

Preschool

YouTube Video: Moses and the Exodus (Exodus 4-14) Saddleback Kids
Link: https://youtu.be/rzcYLCYItuc
YouTube Video: Moses and the Miracles - Kurtis Parks and Friends - Story Songs from
Scripture - kids bible songs Kurtis Parks
Link: https://youtu.be/V0YOds-hLCg

Elementary

YouTube Video: God’s Story: Moses Crossroads Kids’ Club
Link: https://youtu.be/0eEHT6dCKb
YouTube Video: Storytellers: The Red Sea Crossroads Kids’ Club
Link: https://youtu.be/nusOFSAzNYQ
YouTube Video: God’s Story: Passover Crossroads Kids’ Club
Link: https://youtu.be/1IwMt-KLkSE

Middle School and Teens
Moses and Passover Story

Years and years after Adam and Eve, there was a whole nation of people who believed in God
and followed Him. They were called Israelites.
These people lived in the country of Egypt. The Egyptians, who lived in the city nearby, did not
believe in one God; they worshiped idols, they believed in many different gods.
But the Israelites remained faithful to the God who made Adam and Eve. With God’s blessing,
the number of Israelites grew until the king of Egypt, the Pharaoh, became worried. He said,
“There are too many Israelites. If we don’t control them, they will outnumber us and take over
Egypt.”
So the Pharaoh made the Israelites his slaves. They had to work hard all day in the desert sun
without getting paid anything! The Israelites cried and begged God to help them, and God
made a plan to save them.
God raised up a leader, Moses. When God decided to act, Moses was taking care of sheep in
a place called Midian. While he was out with his sheep, he noticed a bush that had caught fire.
Oddly this bush didn’t burn up. He said, “That’s amazing! I’ve got to go over and see this.” As
he approached the bush, God called out to him, “Moses, Moses!” “Yes, here I am!” Moses
answered. “Don’t come any closer,” God told him. “Take off your sandals, because you are
standing on holy ground.” Moses hid his face in his hands because he was afraid to look at
God.
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Then God told him, “I have heard my people’s cries for deliverance and have come to rescue
them. I have chosen you to meet with Pharaoh and lead my people out of Egypt where they
will be free.”
Then Moses said, “If I go to the people of Israel and tell them, ‘The God of your ancestors has
sent me to help you,’ they will ask me, ‘What is his name? Then what should I say?’” God replied, “I AM WHO I AM. Tell them that I AM has sent you. This is my name for every generation.”
So Moses took his wife and children, put them on a donkey, and headed back to the land of
Egypt. When they arrived, Moses and Aaron went to the people of Israel and told them what
God has said. The people of Israel were convinced that God has sent Moses and Aaron. When
they heard that the LORD was concerned about them and had seen their misery, they bowed
down and worshiped. Then Moses and Aaron went to the Pharaoh and said, “Let the people go.”
Moses and his brother Aaron met with Pharaoh and pleaded with him, “Let the Israelites leave
Egypt for just three days to worship God. If you choose not to do this, God will punish the
Egyptians severely.” But Pharaoh was stubborn and would not listen. He said, “Who is this
god that I should listen to him? I don’t know your god, and I am not letting you leave. You are
just trying to create a distraction. Now, get back to work!”
After Moses and Aaron’s meeting with Pharaoh, life got worse for the Israelites instead of better. Pharaoh forced them to work faster and longer hours. Cruel slave masters pushed them
harder and harder as they worked in the fields and made bricks from mud and straw. So God
sent a series of horrible plagues on the Egyptians and their land. But these plagues did not
have any effect on the Israelites.
1.
2.
3 & 4.

The first plague turned the Nile River into blood. All of the fish died, and the water
smelled terrible and was undrinkable.
The second plague brought a mob of frogs that covered the entire country. These
frogs were everywhere - in their bedrooms, kitchens and even in their pots and pans!
The third and fourth plagues brought gnats and flies. They covered all of the people
and animals.

After each of these plagues, Moses returned to Pharaoh and asked him to let the Israelites go
so they could worship God. But Pharaoh was still stubborn and would not listen.
So, God sent more plagues.
5.
6.

The fifth plague brought severe disease to Egypt’s livestock. The Egyptians cattle
died but none of the Israelites’ cattle became sick!
The sixth plague caused the Egyptians to break out with horrible sores all over their
bodies - so bad they couldn’t sit or lay down!

After each plague Pharaoh would say, “Enough! If you stop the plagues, I will let you leave.”
God stopped the plagues, but after God stopped them, Pharaoh still would not let the Israelites
go. Then there were more plagues.
7 & 8.

The seventh and eighth plagues brought hail and locusts that destroyed every tree
and plant in the land. The locusts swept down and ate everything that wasn’t wiped
out by the hail.
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9.

The ninth plague brought complete darkness over the land for three days. No one in
Egypt could see anything except for the Israelites who still had light in their homes.

Despite all of these horrific events, Pharaoh still would not let the Israelites leave!
God told Moses, “Pharaoh’s stubbornness will give me the opportunity to do even greater miracles in Egypt.” So God planned to send one final plague.
Moses warned Pharaoh about this last plague saying, “This is what God says to you: ‘About
midnight, I will pass through Egypt. Every firstborn son will die - rich or poor - from Pharaoh’s
son on down to the son of your servants. And the Egyptians will weep loudly, but the Israelites
will not be touched. Then, you will beg the people of Israel to leave.’” As Moses left his meeting with Pharaoh, Pharaoh burned with anger. In spite of this warning, Pharaoh still refused to
let them go.
Then, Moses gave the Israelites, instructions from God on how their children could be saved
from the plague. He told the people, “Each family is to select a year-old male lamb that is pure
and without any defects, being careful not to break any of its bones. You are to sacrifice the
lamb and put the blood of the lamb on the door frames of your home. This will be a sign for
God to pass over your home and spare your firstborn son.”
So the people of Israel did exactly what Moses told them to do. At midnight, God came
through Egypt and took the life of every firstborn son, but he passed over the homes that had
the blood of the lamb painted on their door frames. All of Egypt woke during the night because
of the loud crying. Someone had died in nearly every Egyptian home, including Pharaoh’s.
The Pharaoh’s own son died. The Egyptians begged the Israelites to leave right away. That
night, the Israelites, now numbering over two million, set out to leave Egypt and go to the place
God had prepared for them, across the desert to the Promised Land of Canaan.
While the Israelites were on their way, Pharaoh changed his mind and sent his armies after the
Israelites to catch them. When the people of Israel arrived at the bank of a wide sea, they saw
Pharaoh and his armies approaching from a distance and began to panic. They were trapped!
They couldn’t go forward because of the sea and they couldn’t go backward because of Pharaoh’s army. They turned against Moses complaining, “Our slavery back in Egypt was better
than dying out here!” But Moses told the people, “Don’t be afraid - God will rescue you today
- he will fight for you!”
Then God told Moses to stretch out his hand and his staff over the sea. As he did this, God
brought a huge wind that opened up a dry path for the Israelites to walk on. At the same time
God caused a cloud pillar to stand between the Israelites and Pharaoh’s army. He held back
the army until all of the Israelites walked across safely to the other side!
When everyone was safe Pharaoh and his armies began to chase them again. When the
army was in the middle of the sea, God told Moses to stretch out his hand again. This brought
another huge wind that blew the sea water back over Pharaoh and his armies, completely destroying them!
The people of Israel were in awe of God’s amazing power. They put their trust in God and also
in his servant Moses. They sang songs, danced, and celebrated. God had saved them
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Post-Story Activity Options
1.

Board Game: Oops

Materials:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Game board (provided). The board has a picture in the center and then dots around the
perimeter of the picture
M&M’s or Skittles
Cup for candy
Game cards (provided). Make copies and cut. Card pictures match the plagues.
Water into blood - 1st plague - move ahead one space.
Frog Card - 2nd plague - move ahead two spaces
Fly card - 3rd plague - move ahead three spaces
Gnat card - 4th plague - move ahead four spaces
Cattle card - 5th plague - move ahead five spaces
Person with sores - 6th plague - move ahead six spaces
Hail card - 7th plague - move ahead seven spaces
Grasshopper card 8th plague - move ahead eight spaces
Darkness Card 9th plague - move ahead nine spaces
Angel of death 10th plague - eat that M&M and you’re out of the game unless you have a
lamb card to save you - then you can keep playing
Lamb card - the card that saves you from death and losing the game (others can give you
a lamb card if you don’t have one) - Print Multiples

Object: The player who gets around the board fastest is the winner.
Directions:
Print one of each plague card and multiple lamb cards.
Have each player select an M&M (each person with his own color).
The youngest person goes first then play proceeds counterclockwise around the circle.
Players choose and card and move the number of spaces that correspond to the plague.
If a player draws a lamb card he may keep it – it can be used to be saved in case the player
draws an angel of death card.
If a player draws an angel of death card the person on his right can eat his player and he is out
of the game. However, if he has a lamb card he can turn in the lamb card and be saved.
The cards are to be used for both the OOPS game and the story retell activity.
Link: http://www.freebibleimages.org/illustrations/

2.

Story Retell

Materials:
Moses Cards (cut)
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Directions:
1. Allow your children to use the cards to retell the story of Moses.
2. As kids put down the cards in order, you can ask them the following questions, or you can
help them determine which card to put in sequence by using these questions.
a.
Where did this story take place?
b.
What were the people who believed in God called?
c.
What was the king of Egypt called?
d.
What did he do to the Israelites?
e.
What was supposed to happen to all Israelite baby boys according to Pharaoh?
f.
What did Moses do wrong when he was grown?
g.
What happened after he killed the Egyptian
h.
What did Moses do when he ran away to Midian?
I.
How did God speak to Moses at Midian?
j.
What did God tell Moses to do?
k.
What did Moses tell God?
l.
How does the story end?
How this Activity Connects to the Story:
When children recall the story, they take on a teacher role which helps them learn the story
more thoroughly.

3. Moses and Passover Story Questions
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

What did you notice as you listened to this story?
How were the Israelites treated in Egypt?
What did God call himself in the story (I AM)?
What do you think this means? (I will always be - before you and after you - God cannot
be contained in a name - He is too amazing for words).
What do we learn about Moses from this story? (Moses was a sinner and a murderer, but
God still chose to use him. He felt weak but God used him anyway.)
What does this story teach us about God?
He is powerful
He keeps his promises
He cares for people
He is able to deliver and protect all who cry out to him
He desires to use people to represent him
He allows suffering
His ways are sometimes hard for us to understand at first.
Why is this story called “The Passover”?
What did Pharaoh’s stubbornness allow God to show to Moses and the Israelites? To us?
What did God specifically say about the animal they were to sacrifice?
Why did it need to be pure?
Why do you think God required blood to be put on the Israelites’ door posts in order to be
saved?
What does blood represent (life)?
How might you have felt that Passover night as an Israelite?
Do you think you would have had doubts about putting the lambs blood on your home?
What do you notice about people from this story?
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Story Four: Jesus’ Birth
Matthew 1:18 – 2; Luke 1 – 2

Pre-Story Activity Options
1. Birthday Cupcakes for Jesus
Make your favorite cupcake recipe or try the Pinterest recipe below for a cookie style
cupcake.
Ingredients:
Muffin Tin
Tin Liners
Chocolate Cookie Dough Recipe (homemade or remade)
Softened ice cream
Whipped Cream
Directions:
Using a cookie scoop, place one scoop of cookie dough into cupcake liners. Bake in a
preheated, 350 degree oven for about ten minutes or until slightly browned. Remove and allow
to cool completely on a cooling rack. In the meantime, allow your ice cream to soften.
Once the cookies are completely cooled, top with softened ice cream, and put back into the
freezer for at least one to two hours to harden completely. Top with a little whipped cream and
serve immediately – they do melt rather quickly!
Put candles in the cupcakes; sing happy birthday to Jesus and blow out the candles.
How this Activity Connects to the Story:
We all love to celebrate birthdays and we want to celebrate Jesus’ birthday as a family. Jesus
was the most special baby ever born.
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Story Options
Matthew 1:18 – 2; Luke 1 – 2

Preschool

YouTube Video: Twos: Jesus is Born (Story) Crossroads Kids’ Club
Link: https://youtu.be/yFGmtxprDFQ
YouTube Video: The Story of Christmas (Jesus is Born) Saddleback Kids
Link: https://youtu.be/v3656G6tWuI

Elementary

YouTube Video: God’s Story: Jesus is Born Crossroads Kids’ Club
Link: https://youtu.be/FrOBJo6LNfw
YouTube Video: God’s Story: Christmas Crossroads Kids’ Club
Link: https://youtu.be/nk58bHnJLD4
YouTube Video: A Very Merry Beatboxing Christmas Crossroads Kids’ Club
Link: https://youtu.be/ZUj8Kl5506s
YouTube Video: Music Video: Savior Comn’ Crossroads Kids’ Club
Link: https://youtu.be/0WV3nTsD_so
YouTube Video: Love Crashed in Crossroads Kids’ Club
Link: https://youtu.be/zRt8RGwLVDw

Middle School and Teens
Jesus’ Birth Story

God’s people were called the Israelites. Many, many years after God rescued them from Pharaoh and Moses led them out of Egypt, the Israelites, called Jews, had been under the control
of the Romans, the most powerful empire that had ever existed. The Jews were still waiting
and hoping for a king who would come to save them from the Roman rule and lead them into
victory.
Finally, God sent an angel to a young woman named Mary in the town or Nazareth. She was
engaged to be married to a man named Joseph, who was a descendant of King David. the angel, named Gabriel, appeared to her and said, “Don’t be afraid Mary, God has chosen to bless
you! You will become pregnant and have a son and you are to name him Jesus (which means
‘God saves’). He will become a king whose kingdom will never end!”
Mary asked the angel, “But how can I have a baby, I am still a virgin?” The angel replied, “This
will happen supernaturally by God’s Spirit, so this baby will be called God’s son. Remember...
nothing is impossible with God!” Mary said, “I am God’s servant. May everything you have
said come true!” After that Mary sang to God, thanking him for choosing to bless her. And just
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as the angel had said, Mary became pregnant.
When Joseph found out that Mary was expecting a child, he decided to break off their engagement quietly. The law would have permitted him to have her killed if she had an affair. But one
night, Joseph had a dream. And angel appeared to him and said, “Joseph, do not be afraid to
take Mary as your wife. The child in her is from God. You are to give him the name Jesus for
he will save the people from their sins.” So Joseph took Mary as his wife, but he did not sleep
with her until after the baby was born.
Months later, as Joseph and Mary were traveling to Bethlehem, the time came for Mary to give
birth. No rooms were available for them at the local inns so they found an animal stable, and
that is where their baby was born. They named the boy Jesus, meaning “one who saves”, just
as the angel had told them. Mary wrapped him in strips of cloth and laid Him in a feed trough
made for feeding animals.
That night, a group of shepherds were out in the fields taking care of their sheep. An angel
suddenly appeared and frightened them. The angel said, “Don’t be afraid, I am brining good
news for everyone! The One who will save you, the Messiah, has been born tonight in Bethlehem! You will know it’s Him when you find a baby in a stable wrapped in strips of cloth.”
The shepherds said to each other, “Let’s go to Bethlehem as fast as we can to see the miracle
God told us about.” When the shepherds ran into town, they found Joseph, Mary and the baby
in the stable just as the angel had said. After this, the shepherds went and told everyone what
they had heard and seen; the people were truly amazed!
Later, wise men traveled from distant lands to find the baby king. A star had guided them from
the east to Bethlehem and stopped over the place where Mary and Joseph were living. As
the wise men entered the house, they were overcome with joy. They kneeled down and worshipped Jesus. They brought Him expensive gifts of gold, spices and perfumes.
Eventually Joseph and Mary moved back to Nazareth, where Jesus grew strong, wise and
full of God’s grace. When Jesus was twelve years old, He and his family attended the annual
Passover Festival in Jerusalem (do you remember the first Passover)?
On the way home, Joseph and Mary assumed that Jesus was in their caravan but traveling
with some of their other relatives. Later, when they stopped to sleep for the night, they realized
He was nowhere to be found. In a panic, Joseph and Mary went back to Jerusalem to look for
Jesus.
Three days later they finally found Him - He was in the temple courts discussing deep questions with the religious teachers. The teachers were all amazed at Jesus’ understanding and
insights. His parents didn’t know what to think. “Son!” His mother said to him, “Why have you
done this to us? Your father and I have been frantic and have searched for you everywhere?”
“But why did you need to search?” Jesus asked. “You should have known that I would be in
my Father’s house.” But Joseph and Mary didn’t understand what He meant.
So Jesus returned to Nazareth with His parents and was obedient to them. His mother thought
deeply about what had happened. Jesus grew in both height and wisdom and was loved by
God and by everyone who knew him.
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Post-Story Activity Options
1.

Retell Jesus’ Birth Story/Sculpt the Characters

Materials:
Model Magic (White to be painted or various colors)
Paint (brushes; paint)
Directions
As a family sculpt a manger scene. Each person can sculpt a different character. Or each
individual can sculpt his own set. This might include: Joseph, Mary, Jesus, various animals. If
you chose white for the sculpting material you can paint the characters after they air dry (about
24 hours).
How this Activity Connects to the Story:
Have children retell the story using the characters they made.

2.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Jesus’ Birth Story Questions
What did you learn about Joseph? Mary?
Why do you think it was important for Jesus to be born of a virgin mother?
Who was Jesus a descendant of? How might this be significant?
What else did you hear in this story that reminds you of what the prophets said about the
promised Messiah?
What would you have expected the entrance of the Messiah, into the world, to be like?
If Jesus was sent to give the world a great gift, why do you think we focus so much on
what we get at Christmas?
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Story Five: Jesus’ Life and Ministry
John 1:1-1:34; John 5; John 9; John 11
Matthew 3; Matthew 8 – 9; Matthew 13; Mark 1 – 2
Luke 3:1 – 3:22; Luke 5:17 – 5:32; Luke 8:22 – 8:25; Luke 9:10 – 9:17
and Luke 9:57 – 62

Pre-Story Activity Options
1.
Egg in a Bottle Science Experiment
Link: https://pin.it/b6m443yd5x7sa
Supplies:
•
•
•
•

Hard-boiled egg without shell (large/extra-large eggs are best)
Glass bottle with an opening slightly small get than the egg (a glass Snapple bottle works
great)
Matches
Small piece of paper

Directions:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Put the small piece of paper into the bottle.
Light a match and drop it in the bottle along with the paper.
Immediately place the egg on top of the bottle so that the opening is completely closed.
Watch the egg drop into the bottle!
To get the egg out of the bottle, hold the bottle up-side down so that the egg blocks the bottle opening. Blow as hard as you can into the bottle. The air pressure in the bottle forces
the egg out and into your hand.

What’s going on?
The egg prevents outside air (high pressure) from getting into the bottle while the flame causes the air inside the bottle (low pressure) to contract causing a small vacuum. As the outer air
pushes its way into the bottle and the vacuum is created in the bottle, the egg falls in.
How this Activity Connects to the Story:
Some things in life seem mysterious, but they can be explained by understanding scientific
principles created by God.
There are other things that are considered miracles. Miracles can’t be explained. They are
something only God can accomplish. Jesus performed many miracles during his ministry.
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Story Options
John 1:1-1:34; John 5; John 9; John 11
Matthew 3; Matthew 8 – 9; Matthew 13; Mark 1 – 2
Luke 3:1 – 3:22; Luke 5:17 – 5:32; Luke 8:22 – 8:25; Luke 9:10 – 9:17
and Luke 9:57 – 62

Preschool

Bible Stories for Toddlers (Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind) by Saddleback Kids
Link: https://youtu.be/yOdv5iDpBrQ
Jesus Heals a Paralyzed Man Saddleback Kids
Link: https://youtu.be/8cmppSIQUX4
God’s Story: Jesus heals a man by Crossroads Kids’ Club
Link: https://youtu.be/SWDgdPiNpz0
Twos: Jesus Feeds 5000 (story) by Crossroads Kids’ Club
Link: https://youtu.be/l93LJLvp3jI
Twos: Jesus walks on water (song) by Crossroads Kids’ Club
Link: https://youtu.be/CflpkVwFR8A

Elementary

Jesus is Superpowerful by Crossroads Kids’ club
Link: https://youtu.be/P6uVWEma1hg
God’s Story: Jesus by Crossroads Kids’ club
Link: https://youtu.be/8u-ICIHAmKk

Middle School and Teens
Jesus’ Life and Ministry Story

God sent a messenger named John to challenge the people to turn away from their evil ways
and turn toward God. People asked John if he was the Messiah promised by the prophets
long ago. John said, “No. I have come to prepare the people for the Messiah.” John baptized
people when they turned from their sinful lives toward God.
The very next day, John saw Jesus coming toward him and yelled out, “Here he is, God’s
Passover Lamb! He forgives the sins of the world!” Jesus came to John to be baptized. John
knew who Jesus was and he said, “I am not even worthy to untie your sandals for you. I
should be baptized by you instead.” But Jesus insisted.
When Jesus came out of the water, God’s Spirit came down from the sky - it looked like a dove
floating down, and it rested on Him. Then a voice from heaven said, “You are my son whom I
love - you bring me great joy!”
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For the next three years, Jesus traveled throughout the area meeting in market places, homes
and Jewish synagogues, teaching people God’s ways. Jesus healed people of every kind of
sickness and disease. News spread quickly about Him and huge crowds began following Him
wherever He went. People traveled from miles away to be near Him and see the amazing
miracles He performed.
Once, when Jesus was teaching, so many people came to hear Him that the house was
completely packed. Four men brought their friend, who was lying on a mat paralyzed, to see
Jesus, believing Jesus would heal him. But the only way they could get the man in the house
was to climb up on the roof, dig a hole through the clay tiles and lower him down! The paralyzed man was placed right in front of Jesus. He said, “Your sins are forgiven!”
Some religious leaders, called Pharisees, were watching and listening to Jesus. The Pharisees were a powerful group of Jewish teachers. In addition to the laws given to Moses, they
created their own set of strict rules on how to follow God. They said to each other, “Who does
this man think he is? No one can forgive sins but God!” But Jesus knew what they were thinking, so He asked them, “Why are you offended? Would you rather I would’ve just said, ‘pick up
your mat and walk’? I will prove to you that I have the authority on earth to forgive sins.” Then
Jesus told the man, “Now get up - take your mat and walk home - you are healed.”
The man was no longer paralyzed! He jumped up and pushed his way out the door and went
home. Everyone there was amazed and thanked God saying, “We’ve never seen anything like
this before!”
Soon after, Jesus was walking along the shore of the lake when He saw a tax collector named
Matthew siting at his collection booth. (In that day Tax collectors were wealthy men, hated for
their reputation of being dishonest and corrupt.). Jesus said to him, “Come, be my disciple!” so
Matthew got up, left everything, and followed Jesus.
That night, Matthew invited Jesus and His disciples to be His dinner guests. He also invited
some of his tax collector friends and many other people that were known to be sinner in the
community. But when some of the Pharisees saw Jesus eating with these people, they said to
His disciples, “Why does he eat with those terrible people?”
When Jesus heard this, He told them, “Healthy people don’t need a doctor, sick people do. I
have come to call sinners to a changed life - inside and out - not to spend my time with those
who think they’re already good enough.”
Jesus continued to travel around teaching and healing, sometimes on the Sabbath (the day of
rest). The Jewish leaders were upset about this and confronted Jesus for breaking the Sabbath rules. But Jesus replied, “God - my Father - never stops doing good, so why should I?”
This really angered them.
Not only was Jesus breaking their Sabbath rules, but He was calling God “his” Father instead
of “our” father, making Himself equal with God! The Jewish leaders continued to challenge
Jesus with many hostile questions, trying to trap him into saying something they could use
against him.
Jesus went on to explain to them, “I don’t do any of this on my own. I only do what my Father
tells me to do. He is the source of all life and has given me the power to heal, raise the dead

31

and give life. Those who listen and believe in me will find new life with God that is never
ending.”
As Jesus finished speaking, the Pharisees and religious leaders were furious. From that time
on, the Jewish leaders began planning out how they could have Jesus killed.

Post-Story Activity Options
1.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Jesus’ Life and Ministry Story Questions
What do you remember about John in this story?
What did you learn about Jesus from his baptism?
How did the Passover lamb save the Israelites in Egypt?
Why did John say, “Look! There is God’s Passover Lamb?
Why do you think crowds of people wanted to be near Jesus?
How do you think you would have responded to Jesus?
Why do you think Jesus said to the paralyzed man, “Don’t worry...your sins are forgiven?”
Think back in the story to the part when Jesus called Matthew and said, “Come, be my
disciple!” What is a disciple?
Why do you think Matthew just dropped everything to follow Jesus?
Who did Jesus spend time with?
Why did the religious leaders have a problem with the people he spent time with? (They
understood God in terms of boundaries and laws....food...rituals...and added their own
interpretation and strictness to this.)
What do we learn about Jesus from this scene?
What is the Sabbath?
What was Jesus claiming about himself?
Where does Jesus’ authority and power come from?
What amazes you the most about Jesus?

2. Guess What’s in the Bag
Materials:
•
•
•
•
•

Plastic grasshopper (John the Baptist)
Plastic dove (Jesus’ baptism)
Plastic lamb (Passover lamb)
Money (Matthew was a tax collector)
Fish (Jesus fed 5000+ people with 2 fish and 5 loaves of bread)

How this connects to the story:
These are all reminders of things that happened as a part of Jesus’ ministry.
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3.

Mud Playdough

Link: https://pin.it/5dxppgntrz5e3j

Ingredients:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

4 cups flour
1 cup cocoa
5 cups water
2 1/2 cups salt (just about the equivalent of an entire container)
3 Tablespoons cream of tartar (I ran out after 1 Tbsp…see the substitution below)
10 tablespoons oil (vegetable or canola)
Wiggle eyes

Instructions:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Mix the dry ingredients.
Add the water and oil.
Stir all the ingredients together and cook over low-medium heat.
Keep stirring (you’ll get your forearm workout for the day in). The mixture will start to thicken up and pull together. Keep going a little bit longer until it is no longer sticky when you
squeeze a piece of the mixture between your fingers.
5. Once it’s no longer sticky, dump it out onto a clean surface.
6. While still warm (but not hot) knead together until smooth.
7. Cover with a dishcloth for about 20 minutes and then place inside a gallon-size plastic bag.
Leave the bag open until there is no longer any condensation. Press all of the air out of
the bag and seal. (Once it was completely dry, I wrapped it in plastic cling-wrap first before
putting it into the gallon-sized bag since I wasn’t planning to use it for a few weeks.)
Allow kids to play with the dough.
Stick wiggle eyes on the playdough to remind kids of the story of Jesus healing the blind man.
How this Activity Connects with the Story:
The craft is just for fun.
The idea is that Jesus healed a blind man by putting mud on his eyes.
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Story Six: Jesus’ Death, Resurrection and
Ascension
John 13 – 21
Luke 22 – 24
Matthew 21 – 23 and 26 – 28
Mark 14 – 16

Pre-Story Activity Options
1.
Object Lesson
Link: https://pin.it/723mmznjqiieo5
Demonstrate:
Begin this object lesson by holding up a new twenty-dollar bill.
Ask how much it is worth and would anyone like to have it. Allow a few minutes for kids to tell
how they would use the money and what it could purchase for them.
Take the bill and crumple it into a tiny ball. Ask if anyone would still like to have the twenty-dollar bill. After they all say “me!”, remind them that it is now crushed and wrinkled. Ask - “Does it
still have value?” “How much is it worth now?” ... “The same as before?!”
Ask if anyone has ever found money just lying on the ground. Give them a moment for them to
tell where and what value money they found. Ask - Was it clean?” “Was it still worth the value
that was printed on it when it was made?”
Teach:
In the beginning God created us in His Own image.
Genesis 1:27 - “So God created man in His own image; He created him in the image of God;
He created them male and female.”
God created us...In His image...But...Sin (our disobedience, our not believing & trusting what
God said and Who He is) caused us to become damaged and His image in us distorted. We
became crumpled just like the money. We became dirty like the money you found.
Romans 3:23 - “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”
And although sin made us no longer look like God, and it caused us to be separated from God
because He is Holy, it never changed our worth and value to Him.
Romans 5:8 reminds us that “But God demonstrated His own love towards us in that while we
were still sinners Christ died for us.”
God does not just throw us away because we are no longer perfect like Him. We matter so
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much to Him that Jesus came and died to provide a way back to God for us!
He offers us the gift of His grace - the gift of His image in us again through Jesus Christ!
Ephesians 2:8-10
“For you are saved by grace through faith, and this is not from yourselves; it is God’s gift— not
from works, so that no one can boast. For we are His creation, created in Christ Jesus for
good works, which God prepared ahead of time so that we should walk in them.”
So when Satan tries to tell you that you messed up too bad for God to ever forgive you, much
less love you... remember the object lesson from the crumpled money. The money never lost
its value or worth and neither have you to God! He is our loving Father waiting with open arms
for us to return to Him for forgiveness and to be made new.

2.
Experiment: Rising Water
Link: https://pin.it/cdgp53cn5jxbkb
Materials:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Smooth glass plate
Drinking glass or glass jar (Make sure when it sits upside down on your plate that there are
no gaps.)
Small candle
Matches or lighter (This experiment should only be done with adult supervision!)
Water
Food coloring (Optional, but it makes it easier to see the experiment in progress.)
Penny

Directions:
Set your candle in the center of your plate. Light the candle and explain that the candle represents Jesus. “Jesus is the light and we are called to be children of the light.”
Place the penny on the plate an inch or so from the candle. Explain that the penny represents
us.
Now pour a small amount of colored water around the candle. The water represents sin. We
are human and we all make mistakes and sin. The water should surround the penny as well
as the candle. (In order for the experiment to work, make sure the water goes completely
around the candle and out far enough that it will surround your glass in a bit.)
Now that your candle has been lit for a while and has heated up the air around it (this is necessary for the experiment to work), turn your glass upside down over the candle.
You will immediately see bubbles and the water will slowly move away from the penny and get
pulled into the glass. Jesus takes away our sins. The candle flame will go out. You can use
this opportunity to explain to the children that by dying on the cross (just as the candle flame
died) Jesus took away our sins.
Tips:
• You will need to experiment with the amount of water used in order to have it all disappear
from around the penny. Because different candles and different sized glasses will work
differently, I can’t give you an exact amount to use. I tried the experiment ahead of time,
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•
•

figured out how much water would get drawn up into the glass I was using, wiped up the
excess and poured the water from under the glass into my container to use with the kids so
it would work out right.
Give the candle a minute to burn before placing the glass over it to help heat the air around it.
As tempting as it is to use a penny for each child, stick to just one. I tried it with 2 at first,
one for each child, and when the “sin” disappeared from one penny and not the other - let’s
just say that wasn’t a good idea.

3.
Cross Fingerprint Craft
Link: https://pin.it/bjofaueq45owtc
Materials:
•
•
•

Various colors of acrylic paint
Paper/Cardstock with the shape of a cross printed or drawn on it
Baby wipes

Directions:
Have each child dip their finger in a paint (color of their choice), then press their finger anywhere inside the cross on the paper. Then have them wipe their finger, choose another color
and press their finger again in a clean spot inside the cross. Continue until the entire interior of
the cross is filled with finger prints.
How this Activity Connects to the Story:
Every person has their own distinct finger print - different from anyone else in the world.
Every person has sin - we’ve all done something wrong.
Jesus died on the cross to take the punishment for the wrong things we’ve done.

4.

Resurrection Eggs

Supplies:
•

Resurrection Eggs Kit.
This is a kit that can be ordered online or purchased at Christian Bookstores.

Directions:
1. Follow the directions provided in the kit to review the story of the last week of Jesus life.
Each egg will have a symbol to represent his arrest, crucifixion, death and resurrection.
Each symbol will be hidden in plastic eggs.
How this Activity Connects to the Story:
These eggs provide a fun way to tell and review the events in the Easter story.
You can explore these eggs after you read the Bible story or while you are reading it.
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5.
The Bridge Illustration for Children
Link: https://pin.it/vylfev43krbup5
Best for elementary-aged children and older.
Directions:
1. Share this after you read the Bible story and possibly after you also do the family art project.
2. Use the script and illustrations below to talk about how Jesus’ death on the cross provided
a bridge for us to have a friendship with God.

Picture #1

What to say:
“We matter to God. He made us, and He has always loved us and wants to share His love
with us in a very close friendship.
In the beginning, when God first made the world, we did have a close friendship and our hearts
were clean and right.”
What to do:
Using the illustration below, point out which figure represents. God and which represents people in the picture.
Point out how God is sharing His perfect love with all the people, how God’s heart is clean and
how people’s hearts were clean too.
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Picture #2

What to say:
“But people disobeyed God and threw away His love. They did whatever they wanted no matter what God said. They did all kinds of bad things - lying, cheating, gossiping, murder; they
were unkind to other people, selfish and cruel - all of these behaviors are called sin. Our sin is
ugly, and it sticks to us and makes our hearts unclean.”
What to Do:
Point out how, in the illustration below, people are no longer happy.
Point out how there are all kinds of sins sticking to people.
Point out how God’s heart is still perfect, but now people’s hearts are darkened by sin.

Picture #3

What to Say:
“Sin gets in the way of our relationships - our relationships with one another and our relationship with God. It is like God is here, and we are there and we can’t be together...ever.”
What to do:
Point out the “SIN” in the illustration and the deep space that it creates between the people
(us) and God
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Picture #4

What to say:
“People often think they can fix this problem by themselves.”
What to Do:
Point out the man in the illustration saying, “I can fix this!”

Picture #5

What to say:
“So they try to be really, really good. But you know what? That doesn’t fix it. The good things
we do today don’t erase the bad things we’ve done.”
What to do:
Point out how the people are smiling nicely and trying to be really good.
Then point out how even doing really good things doesn’t get rid of our sin problem – it doesn’t
build a bridge to Jesus.
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Picture #6

What to say:
“None of us can be good enough. There is only one way for us to be with God in a close
friendship. Someone has to pay for our sin. There has to be a sacrifice for us to receive forgiveness. Remember how the Israelites had to sacrifice a perfect lamb and paint its blood on
the door posts of their homes to escape death? Remember how John said while pointing to
Jesus, ‘This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world?’”
What to Do:
Point out how sin is still a really big problem and that God is the only one who can fix it.

Picture #7

What to say:
Jesus is the only one who could pay for our sin. Jesus is perfect; He never ever sinned so
He is the only one who could take all the sin that was stuck to us, the ugliness of all the sin in
the world, to the cross. Jesus took all those sins in His hands; and when He was nailed to the
cross, those sins were nailed there, too. His blood washed those sins away.”
“When Jesus died all of the ugliness of our sin died, too. And remember Jesus didn’t stay
dead! When Jesus came back to life, which we celebrate on Easter Sunday, He showed us
that we could have a new life and clean hearts, too. Jesus gives us a new heart. If we want to
have a new heart and if we want to have a friendship with God, if we want to live forever with
him in heaven someday, we need to trust in what He did to get rid of sin instead of trusting in
what we do to try to get rid of sin.”
What to Do:
Point out how Jesus took our sins upon
himself and squashed sin. The sins that
were stuck on people are now nailed to
the cross. Point out that when our sins
were taken off us, our hearts became
clean again. Point out how the Cross is
like a bridge that we can cross over so we
live our lives with God.

40

Picture #8

What to say:
“When you accept Jesus’ offer to be the Forgiver of your sins, then His cross becomes like a
Bridge that we can walk across. Through our faith (trust) in Jesus, we can be close to God.
And even though we will make mistakes and sin again, we can ask Jesus to forgive us.”
What to do:
Point out when we believe in Jesus, that He died for us on the cross, we can use His cross as
a bridge so that we can live in a friendship with Him

How this Connects to the Story:
This script and illustrations provide a great way to explain to kids and adults how Jesus’ death
on the cross paid for the consequences of our sin. Jesus died instead of a lamb, Jesus died
instead of us!
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Story Options
John 13 – 21
Luke 22 – 24
Matthew 21 – 23 and 26 – 28
Mark 14 – 16

Preschool

YouTube Video: Twos: Easter (story) by Crossroads Kids’ Club
Link: https://youtu.be/lgg4HLKRzXA
YouTube Video: The Story of Easter (Jesus Sacrifice) by Saddleback Kids
Link: https://youtu.be/HL8R158Ujp4

Elementary

YouTube Video: God’s Story: Preparing for Jesus Crossroads Kids’ Club
Link: https://youtu.be/67HqiVGt6xI

Middle School and Teens
Jesus’ Death, Resurrection and Ascension Story

Each year, people who believed in God, held a special Festival called the Passover. While
their ancestors were slaves in Egypt, they painted the blood of a lamb on the door posts of
their homes so the death angel would PASS OVER, sparing the lives of their first born sons.
Jesus and His disciples traveled to the city of Jerusalem for the Passover Festival. They met
together in a home. Before the Passover meal began, Jesus got up from the table, tied a towel
around His waist, and poured some water into a bowl. Then, He went to each of His disciples
and washed their feet. This shocked the disciples... only hired servants are supposed to wash
guests’ feet! They wondered why Jesus was doing this! After washing the disciples’ feet,
Jesus sat down and asked, “Do you understand what I was doing? Since I have washed your
feet, you ought to wash each other’s feet.”
Then, Jesus and the disciples sat down to eat the Passover meal. During the meal, Jesus
picked up some bread, thanked God for it, and broke it into pieces. Giving it to His disciples,
Jesus said, “Take this and eat it, this is my body given for you.” Then Jesus picked up a cup
of wine and thanked God for it. He gave them the cup and said, “All of you drink this. It’s my
blood given for you. At one time, the blood of an innocent lamb was used for the forgiveness
of sins. But now, my blood will be poured out to forgive the sins of many. Remember me each
time you eat and drink these things together. When you see what happens tonight, you will all
abandoned me. It is part of God’s plan that I will be betrayed and die. But don’t be afraid, I will
rise again from the dead!”
After the Passover meal, when it was dark, Jesus and His disciples went to an olive grove to
pray. Filled with pain and sadness, Jesus fell face down on the ground. “ABBA, Father,” Jesus
cried (‘abba’ means daddy), “...everything is possible for you. If there is another way for peo42

ple to have their sins forgiven once and for all, besides my death, please let that happen...but I
will do whatever you ask.”
Just as Jesus had finished praying, Judas showed up with an armed mob. He greeted Jesus with a kiss - it was a sign to show the guards which one they should arrest. Jesus said
to them, “Am I a dangerous criminal that you need weapons to capture me? Why didn’t you
arrest me in the Temple where I’ve been teaching every day? No! This is part of God’s plan,
just as the prophets predicted long ago.” When the guards arrested Jesus and dragged him
away, the disciples ran and hid. The guards beat Jesus and brought Him before the Jewish
leaders for questioning. They asked, “Are you the Messiah, the Son of God?” Jesus answered, “I am, and you will see me seated next to God in power, coming back on the clouds of
heaven.” When Jesus said this, the High Priest tore His clothing in horror and said, “Any many
who claimed to be God must be put to death.” Then, they slapped Jesus in the face and spit
on Him.
Jesus was brought to the Roman governor, Pilate, since Jews could not execute anyone without official approval. The Jewish leaders stirred up the crowds and pressured Pilate to have
Jesus put to death. They shouted, “Crucify Him! Crucify Him!” Pilate feared a riot would
break out, so he handed Jesus over to the Roman soldiers to be crucified.
Crucifixion was the cruelest and most humiliating way to die. Jesus was brutally beaten and
whipped by the soldiers. They put a crown of sharp thorns on His head and a purple robe
around His shoulders. “Hail the King of the Jews!” They laughed. All night, the Roman Soldiers continued to beat Jesus and mock Him. When morning came, they led Jesus to a place
called Skull Hill. Like a criminal, Jesus was nailed to a heavy wooden cross between two
thieves.
Hanging there, Jesus cried out, “Father, please forgive them - they don’t know what they’re
doing.” At noon, darkness filled the skies, blocking out the sun for three hours. At that moment, Jesus shouted. “Father! I give you my life...it is finished.” Then, Jesus breathed His last
breath and died.
The soldiers broke the legs of the criminals crucified next to Jesus to speed up their deaths
so that they could be taken down from the cross before the Sabbath began. When they found
that Jesus was already dead, they didn’t break His legs. But, to be sure that He was dead,
one of the soldiers stabbed Jesus in the side with a spear; blood and water poured out. Late
Friday afternoon, Jesus’ body was taken down from the cross, wrapped in long strips of cloth,
and buried in a rich man’s tomb. A large stone was rolled over the entrance to the tomb, and
Roman guards were posted to make sure nothing happened to His body.
Early on Sunday morning, some of the women who followed Jesus went to prepare His body
for burial. When they arrived at the tomb, they saw the stone was rolled away, and the soldiers
were gone! Suddenly, two angels appeared. They said, “Why are you surprised? You are
looking for Jesus, but he is not here - he has been raised from the dead.” The women were
excited but afraid, and they hurried to tell the disciples the amazing news. Some of them ran
back to the tomb and looked inside for themselves...Jesus was not there! He had come back
to life and walked out of the tomb.
In the weeks that followed His death, Jesus appeared to His disciples many times and was
seen by over 500 eyewitnesses. Quickly, the news about His resurrection spread throughout
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the land. One of Jesus’ disciples named Thomas said, “I won’t believe he is alive unless I can
put my fingers into the holes where his hands were nailed to the cross.”
A few days later, Jesus appeared to His disciples and said to Thomas, “Put your fingers here
- feel the hole in my hand. Put your hand into the wound on my side.” Thomas shouted, “It is
you, Jesus - my God!” Then Jesus said, “I will bless even more those who haven’t seen me,
but still believe!”
Soon after that, Jesus met with His disciples over a meal. He said, “John baptized. You in water, but in a few days, you will be baptized with God’s Spirit. This will give you power to live in
my ways and tell the entire world about me.”
Jesus commanded them, “Go! Make disciples all over the world. Teach them to walk in my
ways and obey me. I am leaving now to be with my father in heaven, but you will never be
alone. God’s Spirit will come and live inside of you - giving you peace and leading you in all
the ways of truth.”
As the disciples watched, Jesus went up into the sky, disappearing in the clouds right in front of
them!

Post-Story Activity Options
1. Jesus’ Death, Resurrection and Ascension Story Questions:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Why was Jesus going to Jerusalem before he was arrested?
What did you learn about the Passover celebration?
What did Jesus do right before the Passover meal began? Why?
Jesus said (about the bread and the wine), “Take this and eat it, this is my body given for
you “ and “...drink this. It is my blood given for you - a new covenant between God and his
people.”
What was the new commandment that Jesus gave his disciples?
How were his disciples to show this love?
How is Jesus being raised from the dead significant?
What does it show us about him?
Who saw him after he rose from the dead?
How do all the stories we read connect as one big story?
If you had to tell the entire story - the whole story - what would you tell us?
What have you learned about what God is like? Where have you seen that? (Make a list)
He does what is good, right, and perfect - he is holy.
He is: powerful, creative, knows all things, has control over the elements, punishes rebellion, keeps his promises, does not allow evil to remain with him, provides us with the best
way to live, wants to protect us and bless us, wants us to continue his blessings, and much
more!
How does this story continue (with us)?
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2. Art Project – Empty Tomb
Link: https://pin.it/fpeghlboxoxsdq
Materials:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1 12″ terra cotta pot base
1 3″ terra cotta pot
grass seeds
spray bottle
potting soil
craft moss
pebbles
small sticks
jute or twine

Directions:
1. Lay the pot on its side toward the back of the plate.
2. Spray the top of the pot and the back half of the place liberally with water
3. Cover with potting soil then spray soil with water. Pack the moist soil as tightly as you can
adding more water if needed
4. Sprinkle grass seeds over area then top with a little bit more soil to cover the seeds. Spray
with more water
5. Place moss in front of pot opening.
6. Add pebbles on top of moss
7. Lay two sticks in the shape of a cross, then use jute or twine to wrap around the intersection of the sticks to hold them together.
8. Place cross in the soil to the side of the pot.
Continue to spray the soil each day until grass sprouts.
“He is not here: for he is risen, as he said.” ~ Matthew 26:8
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