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STUDY GUIDE



THIS GUIDE BELONGS TO:

Joshua 1:9 
Have I not commanded you? 
Be strong and courageous. 

Do not be afraid; 
do not be discouraged, 
for the LORD your God 

will be with you wherever you go.   
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Being                               means a lot of 
different things. It can be someone 
who is jumping out of an airplane, riding 
a rollercoaster, taking that first step as 
a child or a survivor of an injury, serving 
our country or taking that next step in 
their walk with Christ. 



Dear Springfield First United Methodist Church Family

Welcome to the Courageous initiative! Joshua was the successor to Moses who 
led the Israelites out of oppression in Egypt. It would now be up to Joshua to lead 
them into the Promised Land. There would be great challenges on this next leg 
of the journey. God said to Joshua, “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and 
courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be 
with you wherever you go”  Joshua 1:9.

Living in the 21st century as a Christ-follower requires great courage!

Beginning October 19 and 20, I invite you to:

• Seek God in prayer.
• Participate in one of the many classes or small groups that will be exploring 

what it means to be courageous.
• Be present in worship.
• Open your heart to where God is leading you on your journey with Him.

This is your study guide and journal. Plan to bring it with you every weekend to 
worship and to your classes or small groups. Prayerfully read through the material 
and begin asking God what your courageous story is and how he wants you to move 
forward in becoming more of a courageously devoted follower of Jesus.

Let’s begin by devoting ourselves to becoming people of great courage!

Yours in Grace,

Roger Grimmett | Senior Pastor

WWW.SPRINGFIELDFIRST.ORG
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1821

A Methodist class meets in Springfield 
on May 23, 1821. Our church begins.

1838-39

Springfield is the new capital, 
and our church houses the 
House of Representatives, 

and then the Senate.

1830 1854
Our first church home 

at 5th and Monroe.
Second church building 

at 5th and Monroe.

WHERE WE’VE BEEN
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1885 1995

The Stone Church at 5th and capitol 
is dedicated as our third building.

The Family Life Center 
(now called the CLC) 

opens at the Koke Mill site.

1854 1975 2006
Our fourth building 

at 5th and Capitol opened.
We worship in the new sanctuary at our 
fifth building, at Koke Mill and Wabash.



SUMMER 
INTERNS 
WERE WELCOMED, 
ALL FROM THIS 
CHURCH,  WHO 
WANT TO PURSUE  
A CAREER IN 
MINISTRY. 

8 | COURAGEOUS STUDY GUIDE

WE HAVE 
CELEBRATED 
MORE THAN

BAPTISMS. 
50 

IN THE LAST 

TWO
YEARS

WE HAVE HIRED 
A FULL TIME 

PASTOR 
TO OVERSEE OUR 

MINISTRY. 

10 130 
OUR MINISTRY HAS GROWN FROM 40 JUNIOR HIGH 
AND HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS TO WELL OVER 

STUDENTS.

$333,000

WE HAVE PAID 
AN ADDITIONAL 

ON OUR MORTGAGE 
PRINCIPAL ON TOP OF 
OUR REGULAR MONTHLY 
PAYMENTS OF $57,000. 
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50 CARING FRIENDS 
TO SUPPORT OUR 
SENIOR MINISTRY. 

500
WE HAVE HAD

V O L U N T E E R S 
R E G U L A R L Y 
SERVING IN 
SOME CAPACITY. 

65.8% OF THE1555 
HOUSEHOLDS 
NOW GIVE 
TO SUPPORT 
OUR MINISTRIES. 

WE FORMED THE 

SAFE FAMILIES 
MINISTRY 
W H I C H  E X I S T S  T O 
C O M E  A L O N G S I D E 
BOTH PARENTS AND 
CHILDREN IN ORDER  
T O  P R O V I D E 
S P I R I T U A L , 
EMOTIONAL, 
&  P H Y S I C A L 

S U P P O R T . 

202
IN THE LAST
TWO YEARS 

ADDITIONAL 
FAMILIES STARTED 
GIVING FINANCIAL 
SUPPORT TO SFUMC. 

300 
CHILDREN PARTICIPATED IN OUR 
ADVENTURE BIBLE CAMP EACH YEAR. 

AT SPRINGFIELD FIRST, 
MORE THAN



WHAT IS

Courageous is a two-year one fund vision and generosity initiative. 
. . .

It touches every part of our ministry here at Springfield First and 
it focuses on each of us moving closer to Christ 

and growing in our understanding of generosity. 
. . .

This initiative is not just about money.
. . .

It’s about you becoming courageous in your walk with Christ. 
. . .

No matter where you are on your spiritual journey, 
there IS a next step of growth.  

HOW                         WILL YOU BE? 
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OUR MAIN GOAL  through                              is that 100% of people at 
Springfield First will engage in this initiative to experience true life change.  

PRAY FERVENTLY
Pray that God will multiply our efforts to make disciples. 
Pray that He would do abundantly more than we ask or imagine for His great name. 

My prayer for                                is  ___________________________________________________ .

COMMIT FULLY
We need you to be courageous so we can reach our goal of 100% engagement. 
Commit to being open to God and what He is asking of you.

My commitment for                                is  ___________________________________________ .

GROW INTENTIONALLY
Attend worship services each weekend from October 19/20 to November 16/17 . 
Engage in a Courageous study with a class or small group. 
Learn all you can about God’s heart and will for you and your resources.

A growth area for me through                                is  ________________________________ .

GIVE GENEROUSLY
Ask God to show you what it looks like to give in a way that changes you.  

I can grow in generosity through                                by ____________________________ .

COURAGEOUS

WWW.SPRINGFIELDFIRST.ORG

COURAGEOUS

COURAGEOUS

COURAGEOUS

COURAGEOUS
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WHERE ARE YOU ON YOUR SPIRITUAL 
JOURNEY WITH CHRIST?
All of us are on a journey with Christ. We move forward and sometimes even backward. Regardless of where  
we are, Jesus is calling us to be Courageous and to take the next step into a deeper relationship with Him.  
Taking this next step is part of our journey of generosity.

EXPLORING CHRIST 
You are seeking and considering what it means to have a relationship with Christ.

GROWING IN CHRIST 
After making a decision to follow Jesus, you are growing in faith.

CLOSE TO CHRIST 
You are seeking guidance from Christ in daily activities.

CHRIST-CENTERED 
You live surrendered to Christ, with Him in control of everything you do.

WWW.SPRINGFIELDFIRST.ORG

EXPLORING 
CHRIST

GROWING 
 IN 

CHRIST

CLOSE
TO 

CHRIST
CHRIST-

CENTERED



WEEK 1
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OUR CALL TO COURAGE



WWW.SPRINGFIELDFIRST.ORG

MESSAGE NOTES: WEEK 1
October 19/20
Take notes from this week’s sermon here.
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FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY
If you feel God nudging you to go deeper, take some time to dig further into His Word. Explore the Bible 
passages related to this session’s theme on your own, and write down your reflections in the notes 
section on page 15.

READ: 1 Peter 3:8-17
What is the best way to prepare to be a witness for Christ?

What are some scripture verses that might be helpful in “giving the reason for the hope you have”?

Is the hope you have in Christ obvious to those within your sphere of influence? 
If not, what could you do to change that?

READ: Galatians 2:19-21

What did Paul mean when he said “I am crucified with Christ”?

Are you “living by faith”? How do you know?

In what ways have you died to yourself and this world? Are you completely alive in Christ?

WEEK 1

DAILY DEVOTIONS
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READ: Philippians 3:10-14

RESPOND/REFLECT:
What would it take for you to know Christ 
better and become more like Him? Ask 
the Lord to grow your faith as you journey 
through this study.

READ: Proverbs 12:25-26

RESPOND/REFLECT:
Have you ever felt anxiety about sharing 
your faith? What steps can you take to 
overcome this in your life?

READ: Deuteronomy 31:1-8

RESPOND/REFLECT:
Whatever God has called you to do, 
remember that He is with you. Write a 
prayer of praise and thanksgiving for His 
guiding hand and for what lies ahead!

READ: Romans 10:9-17

RESPOND/REFLECT:
If faith comes by hearing the message, 
the power of our witness is found in the 
strength of our faith. What specific steps 
can you take to grow your faith?

READ: Philippians 4:4-9

RESPOND/REFLECT:
As a follow-up to yesterday’s devotion, pray 
that God will give you courage to share your 
God-story, the testimony of His faithfulness 
in your life. Then, when the time comes, 
ask the Holy Spirit to give you the words to 
share.

In this section, write about how you will 
apply the wisdom you’ve learned this week.

DA
Y 1

DA
Y 2

DA
Y 4

DA
Y 6

DA
Y 5

DA
Y 3
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COURAGEOUS STUDY GUIDE
WEEK 1 | OUR CALL TO COURAGE| JOSHUA 1

WATCH WEEK 1: Introduction & Story Videos
Read, discuss, and journal your answers below.

BIG IDEA:
God gives us courage to ‘face down’ our fears.

OPENING DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1. Think of a time in your life when courage was needed. What was your response?

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Describe an area in your life where courage is needed.

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

READ: Joshua 1:1-9

APPLICATION:
1. Why did God tell Joshua three times in this text to “be strong and courageous”?

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. How difficult is it to follow in the footsteps of someone who is well liked and respected?

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. God promises success to Joshua if he doesn’t stray from his commands. 
Why does following God’s commands require courage? 

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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4. In what places of your faith do you lack courage?

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What prevents you from being courageous in the face of great odds?

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

TAKEAWAY:
1. How is God leading you to be Courageous?

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. How can you develop your courage?

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Joshua was a courageous man of faith. How might God be leading you to be more courageous 
in giving? Be specific. 

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



WEEK 2
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COURAGE OVER COMPLACENCY
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MESSAGE NOTES: WEEK 2
October 26/27
Take notes from this week’s sermon here.



FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY
If you feel God nudging you to go deeper, take some time to dig further into His Word. Explore the Bible 
passages related to this session’s theme on your own, and write down your reflections in the notes 
section on page 21.

READ: Matthew 6:9-13
The Lord’s Prayer (as we often refer to it) is an outline for our prayers. How can you incorporate the major 
points of the Lord’s Prayer into your own prayers on a daily basis?

Are your prayers more of a reflection of who you are — or who God is? Be honest in your reflection,  
and talk to God about the answer.

If your prayers have become ritualistic, be intentional about rejuvenating them by reading the Word 
and praying through Scripture.

READ: James 5:13-16

When does this Scripture tell us to pray?

How does faith play a part in your prayers?

In what ways can you make your prayers more powerful?

WEEK 2

DAILY DEVOTIONS
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READ: John 17:20-21

RESPOND/REFLECT:
How does it feel to know that Jesus was 
and is praying for you specifically?

READ: Proverbs 4:29-30

RESPOND/REFLECT:
Have you ever felt at peace in the midst 
of a trial? If so, praise God! If not, what 
changes could you make to your prayer  
life to ensure His peace in your life —  
even through the most difficult times?

READ: Ephesians 3:16-21

RESPOND/REFLECT:
Use these verses as a prayer. Give thanks to 
the Lord for what He is doing and what He 
is going to do in and through the lives of the 
people in our church and in our community.

READ: 2 Chronicles 7:11-17

RESPOND/REFLECT:
Is anything in your life hindering your 
prayers? Pray and ask the Lord to reveal 
anything that might be getting in the way of 
the answers God wants to give you.

READ: Matthew 6:5-8

RESPOND/REFLECT:
Where is that special place where you can 
pray and be alone with God? Are you setting 
aside time to talk to Him daily?

In this section, write about how you will 
apply the wisdom you’ve learned this week.

DA
Y 1

DA
Y 2

DA
Y 4

DA
Y 6

DA
Y 5

DA
Y 3
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WEEK 2 | COURAGE OVER COMPLACENCY | 2 CHRONICLES 34

WATCH WEEK 2: Videos
Read, discuss, and journal your answers below.

BIG IDEA: 
While it is easy to be complacent in our faith, God is calling us to move forward courageously.

OPENING DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1. Thinking on your life, when have you found yourself in a place of complacency?  
 What was that experience like?

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Have you experienced God calling you to something new in your life? 
 If so, what was that experience and what was your reaction?

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Has God ever opened your eyes to see something in a different way than you had before?  
 Describe what that was like.

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

READ: 2 Chronicles 34:1-8; 14-19; 29-33

APPLICATION:
1. How had the Israelites experienced complacency in their religious lives?

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Josiah comes from a long line of rulers. Some were godly. Others were not. Describe King Josiah’s rule.  
Do you think his young age made a difference in how his rule was perceived?

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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3. Why do you think that Josiah tore his clothes when he heard the instructional scroll read?

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Do you think it was easy for the Israelites to make this new covenant with God?

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

TAKEAWAY:
1. How might God be calling you out of complacency and into something new and courageous?

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. How might God be calling Springfield First to a season of courageous ministry?

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. God is more concerned with building character in us than comfort. How do you see God doing this 
work in your life?

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



WEEK 3

COURAGE OVER COMFORT
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MESSAGE NOTES: WEEK 3
November 2/3
Take notes from this week’s sermon here.



FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY
If you feel God nudging you to go deeper, take some time to dig further into His Word. Explore the Bible 
passages related to this session’s theme on your own, and write down your reflections in the notes 
section on page 27.

READ: Matthew 6:19-21
What are some earthly treasures you have stored up?

In what ways do these treasures interfere with your ability to give generously to God?

Where do you spend your time, energy and money? According to this passage, your response is where your 
treasure is — as well as your heart.

READ: Hebrews 13:15-16

How can we continually offer a “sacrifice of praise” to God?

What does it look like to “do good and share with others”?

What does the passage mean by doing this “through Jesus”?

WEEK 3

DAILY DEVOTIONS
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READ: Proverbs 3:5-6

RESPOND/REFLECT:
How could you better demonstrate your 
trust in the Lord? Are you willing for Him to 
be Lord over every part of your life?

READ: 1 John 2:1-2

RESPOND/REFLECT:
Jesus is our atoning sacrifice. No one born 
before or since could save us from our sins. 
Write an expression of thanks and praise to 
Him for this amazing gift.

READ: 2 Samuel 24:18-25

RESPOND/REFLECT:
King David refused to give a sacrifice to God 
that cost him nothing. Following Jesus will 
likely cost us something — what are you 
willing to sacrifice?

READ: Psalm 50:14-15

RESPOND/REFLECT:
What are some ways we can sacrifice 
thank-offerings to God and honor Him?

READ: Matthew 21:18-22

RESPOND/REFLECT:
Sometimes giving sacrificially can cause 
us to be fearful; but in this passage, Jesus 
encourages us to have faith. Perhaps the 
size of our faith is directly connected to our 
capacity to live generously — how big is 
your faith?

In this section, write about how you will 
apply the wisdom you’ve learned this week.

DA
Y 1
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COURAGEOUS STUDY GUIDE
WEEK 3 | COURAGE OVER COMFORT | LUKE 12:13-21

WATCH WEEK 3: Introduction and Story Videos
Read, discuss, and journal your answers below.

BIG IDEA: 
Choose courage over the idols of comfort.

OPENING DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1. Why do people seem to be more interested in comfort than in building character?

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. How is courage needed when it comes to spending decisions?

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Why is courage needed when it comes to sacrificial giving?

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

READ: Luke 12:13-21

APPLICATION:
1. Jesus talked more about money and possessions than any other subject. Why do you think He did?

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. We derive intrinsic value from what we own. How can we minimize the value we place 
on the things we own?

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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3. How can we be more strategic in utilizing the resources that God has given us to advance  
His Kingdom on Earth?

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Money is not the root of all evil. 1 Timothy 6:10 says, “The love of money is the root of all evil.”  
How can we as Christ followers be courageous by not allowing our possessions to own us?

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist movement said, “Make all you can, save all you can,  
give all you can.” How can you adjust your giving to honor this quote?

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

TAKEAWAY:
1. Is your giving determined by your Christian values or by emotion and impulse?

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. How can you be more courageous by being more intentional and strategic with how you spend 
your money?

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. The happiest people are the most generous people. How can you display courage in your giving?

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



WEEK 4
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COURAGE OVER CONSUMERISM
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MESSAGE NOTES: WEEK 4
November 9/10
Take notes from this week’s sermon here.



FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY
If you feel God nudging you to go deeper, take some time to dig further into His Word. Explore the Bible 
passages related to this session’s theme on your own, and write down your reflections in the notes 
section on page 33.

READ: Psalm 37:1-9
What does it look like to “take delight in the Lord”?

When is it easiest to be still and wait for the Lord? When is it more difficult?

What challenges do you face when trying to stay committed to God in the midst of seeing 
evil prevail in this world?

READ: Psalm 84

Why do you suppose the psalmist seems so enchanted with the house of the Lord? Do you think they are 
referring to the building/temple — or something else?

Do you feel the same about the place where you worship? Why or why not?

Would you agree that one day in the courts of the Lord — whether in His church or in your time of worship 
on your own — is better than a thousand elsewhere?

WEEK 4

DAILY DEVOTIONS
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READ: Romans 12:1-2

RESPOND/REFLECT:
What does it mean to you to be a “living 
sacrifice”? How is this an act of worship to 
God?

READ: Hebrews 3:1-6

RESPOND/REFLECT:
It’s easy to get distracted from following 
Christ. Think about what distracts you from 
His call, and ask for His help in fixing your 
eyes on Him.

READ: John 15:9-13

RESPOND/REFLECT:
There are so many benefits to following 
Jesus — one of the best being His 
unconditional love for us. Thank Him today 
for loving you so extravagantly, and ask for 
His help to love others in the same way.

READ: Deuteronomy 13:4

RESPOND/REFLECT:
Following God does not happen by acci-
dent — but rather through a daily decision. 
How can you “hold fast” to Him today — and 
throughout this week?

READ: Psalm 119:105-112

RESPOND/REFLECT:
Is your heart set on following God — no 
matter what it takes? Where do you waiver 
in that commitment? Ask God for courage 
and strength to follow Him to the very end.

In this section, write about how you will 
apply the wisdom you’ve learned this week.
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COURAGEOUS STUDY GUIDE
WEEK 4 | COURAGE OVER CONSUMERISM | MATTHEW 6:19-21, 25-33

WATCH WEEK 4: Video
Read, discuss, and journal your answers below.

BIG IDEA: 
Our American cultural is marked by consumerism, which can be defined as the drive toward more  
wealth and material goods. Followers of Jesus are called to courageous faithfulness to Christ and His 
kingdom rather than building our own security and happiness through seeking more and more stuff. 

OPENING DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1. Think back to a time in your childhood when you really wanted to buy a certain thing. Did you get it? 
 If so, what was the result of owning your new possession? 

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Can you think of a time when you were convinced to buy something new but afterward you regretted    
 the decision? What did you learn from the “buyer’s remorse”? 

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. How do you understand greed? How do you identify greed? Are we able to spot greed in ourselves, 
 or can we only see it in others? 

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. How has overconsumption caused problems in our world

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

READ: Matthew 6:19-21, 25-33
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APPLICATION:
1. Jesus connects the close relationship between our “treasure” and our hearts.  

What are the two kinds of treasure he mentions? 

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What do you think Jesus means by the phrase “treasures in heaven”?

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. The commandment of Jesus not to worry about our lives can seem incredibly difficult. What is the great 
encouragement of this passage? 

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Read verse 33. What does it mean to “seek first the kingdom” in your life? And what do you expect “will 
be added” to this seeking? 

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

TAKEAWAY:
1. Does worry cause you to seek security through buying more things? 

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. How can we seek God’s kingdom here at Springfield First? Where do you see your role in this?

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Stepping away from consumerism may make you look and feel weird in a culture so absorbed with 
gaining more and more. How can we encourage others to live in such counter-cultural ways? What 
beautiful forms of life would emerge if we took this journey away from consumerism?

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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 What are the financial commitments you currently have? This would include a home mortgage, 
 a lease agreement, a car loan, a cell phone contract, tuition for school, a car payment, etc.  
 Do not include one-time payments.

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 What commitment are you planning to make for Courageous?  Where does it fall in a priority list with 
 the other commitments you listed above?  Is there a financial commitment you currently have that 
 is prioritized above your ability to move God’s mission of helping people?

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

 If someone who didn’t know you looked at your financial commitments, what would they say that 
 you value?  Is that true?

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Pray over your commitment as you prepare to lay your card at the altar on Commitment Weekend, 
November 16/17. Prayer is important to this whole process and gives us the bold heart of Christ within us.

MAKING A                             COMMITMENT.

Do this exercise at home before Commitment Weekend.

1

2

3
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A LIFE OF GENEROSITY
These stages focus on behaviors and attitudes of our hearts. Each step is a growth in the lifestyle of generosity. 

Where are you now and where is God calling you to be?

INITIAL GIVER 
Someone who decides to give for the first time. This is a significant step in faith!

CONSISTENT GIVER 
Someone who commits to give something on a regular basis. They think of their giving as another budget 

expense in their household.

INTENTIONAL GIVER 

Someone who asks why they are spending more money on things rather than giving to God.

SURRENDERED GIVER 

Someone who is surrendered to honoring God with 100% of their resources. They are most concerned with 

what they are NOT giving and why. They seek to honor God with everything He has given to them.

LIFETIME GIVER 

Someone who thinks about the long-term effects of generosity rather than month-to-month giving.  

They may have a lifetime giving goal.



WEEK 5

40 | COURAGEOUS STUDY GUIDE

COURAGEOUS COMMITMENT
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MESSAGE NOTES: WEEK 5
November 16/17
Take notes from this week’s sermon here.



FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY
If you feel God nudging you to go deeper, take some time to dig further into His Word. Explore the Bible 
passages related to this session’s theme on your own, and write down your reflections in the notes 
section on page 41.

READ: Mark 12:28-34
This passage contains the Great Commandment — to love God and love your neighbor. 
How well are you doing at fulfilling it?

The primary motivation for all that Jesus did was love. What is your primary motive?

What are some practical ways you can love others with “all your heart, soul, mind and strength”?

READ: Matthew 28:16-20

These verses are considered the Great Commission. How well are you fulfilling this commission?

How can you make disciples in your own home? What about at work?

If Jesus is your Savior, you have the same power living in you that raised Him from the dead. How does that 
make you feel when you consider how best to fulfill the commission and mission of the church? Now, what 
will you do about it?

WEEK 5

DAILY DEVOTIONS
42 | COURAGEOUS STUDY GUIDE



WWW.SPRINGFIELDFIRST.ORG

READ: Matthew 9:20-22

RESPOND/REFLECT:
This woman took a huge risk by going into 
the crowd as someone who was “unclean” 
and touching the Teacher — Jesus, the 
Messiah. But she was on a mission —  
she was determined. Is your commitment 
to reaching the lost as unwavering and 
courageous?

READ: 1 John 4:7-12

RESPOND/REFLECT:
Thank God for the incredible love He shows 
us daily. How can you share this love with 
others in a tangible way?

READ: James 2:14-26

RESPOND/REFLECT:
In this passage, James writes that if we say 
we love God, but do not show that love to 
others, our faith is dead. Ask the Lord how 
He wants to use you to accomplish the 
mission of loving God, loving people and 
finding ways to connect them to Jesus.

READ: Proverbs 3:27-28

RESPOND/REFLECT:
How can we fulfill this command from the 
Lord in our community?

READ: Hebrews 10:23-25

RESPOND/REFLECT:
What practical steps will you take this week 
to encourage someone in your family to 
show love and share good deeds?

In this section, write about how you will 
apply the wisdom you’ve learned this week.
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COURAGEOUS STUDY GUIDE
WEEK 5 | COURAGEOUS COMMITMENT | LUKE 14:28-33

WATCH WEEK 5: Introduction and Story Videos
Read, discuss, and journal your answers below.

BIG IDEA: 
Making a commitment to give courageously begins now.

OPENING DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1. What is one takeaway from Courageous that God wants you to celebrate with your class or group?

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What do you envision God doing in and through you in the present and future that you never would   
 have imagined before Courageous?

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. When we commit to a decision, the blessings and abundance from God begin to flow into our lives. 
 How have you experienced that in your faith?

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

READ: Luke 14:28-33

APPLICATION:
1. What does this parable have to do with Courageous Commitment?

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Has there been a time in your life when you were impulsive in your spending and you got in “over your 
head”?

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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3. Why is it important to think through our saving, spending, and investing decisions before 
we make them?

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Do you tend to procrastinate when it comes to completing projects that you need to do? 
How can you move toward becoming a person who completes what you begin?

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What is one step you can take to become more of a courageous giver?

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

TAKEAWAY:
1. Think of one small step you can take that will allow you to become more courageous in your giving?

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. The next time you get paid, sit down first, and then ask God to direct you in making your financial 
commitment? How might faith display Courageous Commitment?

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Think for a moment about how being Courageously Committed to giving could change you. 
Think about the implications of it for changing the culture of our church.

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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PRIMARY GOALS FOR                            :
100% Engagement

We want every single person at Springfield First to be 
willing to take the next step of growth in the area of 
generosity. No matter where you are on your spiritual 
journey, there is a next step God is asking you to take 
in your relationship with Him.

                            is above all a discipleship initiative. 
We all need to grow as children of God and as 
disciples. Our goal is that everyone at Springfield First 
becomes engaged in this initiative and moves forward 
in their walk with God.

SECONDARY GOAL:
That is up to you!

How                             will you be?  We have the 
opportunity to grow our ministries, expand our 
building and even pay off our debt, all while sharing 
Jesus with the world.  

How much we accomplish during the next two years 
depends on YOU. 

GOALS
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GROWTH IN OUR MINISTRIES.

Springfield First seeks true life change through loving God, building 
community, and unleashing compassion. Providing appropriate resources  
to our internal and external ministry efforts and general fund enables us  
to make a difference in our church, our community, and the world. GROWTH 
IN GENEROSITY will allow us to pour our very best into kids, students, adults 
and families.



INVESTMENT IN OUR FUTURE.

An increase in giving will enable us to plant seed money to grow the incredible 
facility God has entrusted to us. This could include expanding our StudentLife 
wing and gathering spaces, and other additions recommended by the Vision 
2020 committee. Updates to much-needed infrastructure will occur, such as 
getting a new roof and boilers. And when we reach $8.7 million in giving,  
we will be DEBT-FREE!
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OUTREACH IN THE WORLD.

Springfield First helps to SPREAD THE LOVE OF JESUS through the efforts 
of our local and global outreach partners. We desire to increase both the 
support we give to missions and our number of mission trips in the U.S. and 
internationally each year.
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HOW                            WILL YOU BE?

We have the opportunity to grow our ministries, to expand our building for 
more classes and an overflowing youth program, and even to pay off our debt, 
all while sharing Jesus with the world. But we can’t do this without your help. 
How much we can accomplish during the next two years depends on YOU. 
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MINISTRY 
GROWTH

FUTURE
INVESTMENT

WORLD
OUTREACH

TOTAL 
FUNDS

(2-year totals)

Ministry Budget
$5,714,908
Provide resources to 
pour our very best into 
kids, students, adults, 
and families.

Missions Funding
$306,528
Support local and 
global missions and 
sponsor mission trips.

Infrastructure
Support
$400,000
Replace boilers, 
part of roof, and 
other needed items. 

$6,021,436

$6,471,436

$6,919,436

$8,760,499

Additional 
Mission Funding
$50,000
Build storage for 
Safe Families Program 
and assist local and 
international missions.

Expansion Seed
Money · $400,000
Possible expansion of 
StudentLife, gathering 
areas, and other 
Vision 2020 ideas. 
Additional Money 
toward debt · $48,000

Debt Free
$1,841,063
Pay off our existing 
church building.

WWW.SPRINGFIELDFIRST.ORG



217.793.9760 · SPRINGFIELDFIRST.ORG
2941 S. KOKE MILL RD, SPRINGFIELD IL

HOW                            WILL YOU BE?As you pray and discern how God would ask you to give, 

allow this gift chart to be a discipleship tool for you. 
Use it to inspire and challenge you toward greater generosity 

for Christ’s Kingdom as we are COURAGEOUS together!

TWO-YEAR COMMITMENT CARD

Joshua 1:9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.   

 NUMBER MONTHLY    24-MONTH 

  
OF GIFTS COMMITMENT1

2

3

6

12

24

48

60

50

100

90

75

100
ALL OTHERS

$31,250
$20,833
$10,417

$4,167

$3,125

$2,083

$1,042

$417

$300

$200

$150

$100

$50

< $50

$750,000
$500,000
$250,000
$100,000
$75,000
$50,000
$25,000
$10,000

$7,200

$4,800

$3,600

$2,400

$1,200
< $1,200

TWO-YEAR GOAL · UP TO $8.7M

                       
            is a two-year generosity 

initiative that will help us come together and 

provide resources so we are able to accomplish God’s 

vision that He has for the future. We are calling the 

Springfield First family to invest in unprecedented 

ways to see God work powerfully here in our church, 

in our community, and around the world. 

How COURAGEOUS will you be?  

COURAGEOUS Growth in our Ministries

Springfield First seeks to provide appropriate resources 

to our internal and external ministry efforts and general 

fund. Growth in generosity will allow us to pour our 

very best into kids, students, adults, and families.

COURAGEOUS Investment in our Future

An increase in giving will enable us to plant seed money 

to grow the incredible facility God has entrusted to us. 

This could include expanding our StudentLife wing and 

gathering spaces. Updates to much-needed infrastructure 

will occur and, when we reach our $8.7 million total, 

we will be DEBT-FREE!   

COURAGEOUS Outreach in the World

Springfield First helps spread the influence of Jesus through 

the efforts of our local and global outreach partners. 

We desire to increase the support we give to missions and 

our mission trips in the U.S. and internationally each year.

MY/OUR TWO-YEAR COURAGEOUS COMMITMENT

Please calculate within the worksheet below.

+ 

= 
+ 

(                 )    
               –

$ 
 What I/we normally give in one year 

	
(not	including

	Christmas,	Easter,	and
	special	offerin

gs)

$ 
 My/our expanded annual generosity for COURAGEOUS

$ 
 x 2 YEARS = $ 

 

My/our gift(s) from stored resources $ 

	(stocks,	real	e
state,	savings

,	etc.)

MY/OUR TWO-YEAR            COMMITMENT

          

(December 2019 – November 2021)

MY/OUR CONTACT INFORMATION

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY
  STATE    ZIP

  

PHONE 

EMAIL 

 Check if you would like us to contact you about electronic giving.

We encourage you to bring this card with you to worship on Commitment 

Weekend (November 16-17). If you are unable to attend that weekend, 

please bring your card to the church office or send it by mail.

$ 
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SAMPLE COMMITMENT CARD
This sample can be used as your worksheet as you consider 
your commitment to                     .



                                   is a two-year generosity initiative that 
will help us come together and provide resources so we 
are able to accomplish God’s vision that He has for the 
future. We are calling the Springfield First family to invest 
in unprecedented ways to see God work powerfully here 
in our church, in our community, and around the world.  
How COURAGEOUS will you be?  

COURAGEOUS Growth in our Ministries
Springfield First seeks to provide appropriate resources to our 
internal and external ministry efforts and general fund. Growth in 
generosity will allow us to pour our very best into kids, students, 
adults, and families.

COURAGEOUS Investment in our Future
An increase in giving will enable us to plant seed money to grow 
the incredible facility God has entrusted to us. This could include 
expanding our StudentLife wing and gathering spaces. Updates 
to much-needed infrastructure will occur and, when we reach our 
$8.7 million total, we will be DEBT-FREE!   

COURAGEOUS Outreach in the World
Springfield First helps spread the influence of Jesus through the 
efforts of our local and global outreach partners. We desire to 
increase the support we give to missions and our mission trips 
in the U.S. and internationally each year.
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Plan on attending these important dates on our generosity journey!

ADVANCE COMMITMENT EVENT | Sunday, November 3
In the Sanctuary

You are invited to attend this important night. It will be a special time of worship, prayer, and celebration with those 
who desire to lead in their Courageous response by turning in their commitments early. It will be a defining moment in 
your spiritual journey, and you will be helping to lead the church in the next two years. Bring your commitment card 
and be Courageous!

COMMITMENT WEEKEND | November 16 & 17
Saturday and Sunday in worship

WEAR YOUR                                 SHIRTS!!

During the weekend of November 16 & 17, we will all be asked to turn in our Courageous commitment cards. 
We will take a step of faith together to see what God can do when we give our lives and resources to Him.   
Our goal is 100% engagement and we encourage you to pray about how courageous you can be.

FIRST FRUITS OFFERING | December 14 & 15
Saturday and Sunday in worship

Make sure you attend the First Fruits Offering on December 14 and 15. We will be challenged to take a step forward in 
initiating our commitment. We will know what our Courageous commitment total is by then and can celebrate what 
God has done in each of our lives.

If you are one of the many who are giving stored resources gifts or savings, we encourage you to give on this weekend 
to accelerate the vision God has for Springfield First. Others may choose to accelerate current giving by offering more 
than usual on this weekend to help us jump-start our initiative in a big way!
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Let’s be                          together 

and begin to make a tremendous 

impact on God’s kingdom through 

our generosity!



217.793.9760 
www.springfieldfirst.org
2941 South Koke Mill Road
Springfield, Illinois 62711

WEEKEND WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Saturday  5:30pm Contemporary
Sunday  9:00am Traditional
 9:00am Contemporary in Community Life Center
 10:30am Contemporary

Facebook · SpringfieldFUMC   
Instagram · springfieldfumc
Twitter · SpringfieldFUMC


