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      How often have we heard fellow Christians say, “Prayer changes things”?  

While I believe prayer does change things, I also believe what Rev Charles Allen, 
former Senior Pastor of Houston First UMC once said, “Prayer changes people, 

and people change things.” 
 

      I can't help but think of the many times my heart has been transformed 
through prayer which compelled me to be more compassionate, sensitive, loving, 

bold, and generous as a Christ-follower. 
 

      I am so thankful that Springfield First is blanketed with prayer.  My very first 
day in this new appointment – July 1, 2017 – began with the Pastors' Prayer 

Partners covering Mike, Nicole and me with prayer.  Not many pastors can say 
that their new pastoral appointment began with 20-25 people praying for them! 

 
      Your pastors look forward to continuing the Prayer Team Update.  Thank you 

for your prayers and patience during this transition.  There is much to learn, but 

what undergirds all the activity and ministry is prayer. 
 

      It is humbling and so uplifting to know that this prayer team—over 500 
people!—are remembering First United Methodist Church consistently in prayer. 

 
 

                                What an incredible gift!  Thank you!  
 

 
 

Roger Grimmett 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
      
 

 
 



 

 
 
As you know, we are in the midst of our two-year Generosity Initiative called 

“Unfinished.”  My prayer is that this initiative will deepen and expand our 
generosity in such a profound way that 100% of our congregation will get 

involved.  I believe the Spirit of Generosity is more caught than taught! 
 

As you pray, keep this theme verse before you: 
“The One that began a good work in you will bring it to completion on the day of 

Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:6) 
 

Pray Fervently 
Please pray for our Advance Commitment Event on Sunday, October 22 @ 6:30 

pm. Pray that the leaders in our congregation will be led by the Holy Spirit to 

trust God and step up in their level of generosity.  
 

Pray for Commitment Weekend, November 4 & 5. This is when all of us will be 
asked to turn in our “Unfinished” commitment cards.  

 
Commit Fully 

Pray that every individual or family that calls Springfield First their church home 
will be led by the Holy Spirit to engage in this initiative with increased service and 

increased generosity.  Pray specifically that those who have never given before 
will be led to make a commitment of any size to begin their giving journey. 

 
Grow Intentionally 

Pray for God to grow our church family into Christian Disciples; that we will be led 
to higher levels of attendance, service and giving, and that in the process, we will 

experience a life-changing encounter with God. 

 
Give Generously 

Pray that God shows each of us what it looks like to give in a way that helps us 
grow as children of God and as disciples of Jesus Christ. 

 
 

 
 

 
 


