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Can you believe it is almost 2020? We are finishing the second decade of the 
2000s. Wow! 2020 has a familiar ring to it, doesn’t it? I used to have 20/20 vision, 
but not anymore. Vision is everything! You have to know where you’re going or 
almost any place will do. Mission is having an end in mind; vision is the roadmap 
or highway to transport you to that destination. This will look different for every 
church, business, organization, and individual.

Our mission at Springfield First is: True Life Change. Our vision at Springfield First 
as we enter the third decade of the 2000s is five-fold:

1. Pay off our church debt. As of the end of December, we are just below 
the $3,000,000 mark.

2. Re-purpose our Outreach ministry to include a focus on the immediate 
area surrounding SFUMC.

3. Grow and develop our missions outreach, including additional resources 
for our Safe Families ministry.

4. Make building infrastructure enhancements.

5. Create facility expansion for StudentLife and additional gathering space 
for our Community Life Center.

Just like our goal in Courageous was 100% engagement, I believe we need 100% 
engagement for the future vision of Springfield First. Forward momentum is 
created when everyone gets excited about the possibilities for future ministry 
and mission.

The apostle John said in Revelation 21:5, “And the one sitting on the throne 
said, ‘Look, I am making everything new!’” There is a freshness to new 
beginnings. I am excited about the new beginnings God is bringing our way in this 
new year! All things can become new, not just for our church, but also for each of 
us as individuals who make up our church family.

Over the years, I have found this New Year’s prayer to be extremely helpful.  
I offer it to you:

Creative God, you make all things new in heaven and on earth. We come 
to you in a new year with new desires and old fears, new decisions and 
old controversies, new dreams and old weaknesses. Because you are a 
God of hope, we know that you create all the possibilities of the future. 
Because you are a God of love, we know that you accept all the mistakes 
of the past. Because you are the God of our faith, we enter your gates 
with thanksgiving and praise, we come into your presence with gladness 
and a joyful noise, and we serve and bless you. 
Amen.

Our God Reigns,

Pastor Roger
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Our church staff is here to help each 
of us live as a disciple of Jesus Christ 
who transforms the world. 
Feel free to contact them.
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Facebook · SpringfieldFUMC   
Instagram · springfieldfumc
Twitter · SpringfieldFUMC

www.springfieldfirst.org

WEEKEND WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Saturday  5:30pm Contemporary

Sunday 9:00am Traditional 
 9:00am Contemporary in CLC 
 10:30am Contemporary

MESSAGE SERIES 

JANUARY 12 | The Word of Life (1 John 1)

JANUARY 19 | A New Commandment (1 John 2:1-14)

JANUARY 26 | Filter Your Focus (1 John 2:15-28)

FEBRUARY 2 | Children of God (1 John 3)

FEBRUARY 9 | This is Love (1 John 4)

FEBRUARY 16 | The Final Words (1 John 5) 

FEBRUARY 23 | Youth Sunday/Confirmation Sunday 

ash
wednesday
service
On Wednesday, February 26, we will have our Ash Wednesday 
observance at 7:00pm in the Sanctuary.



PRAYER RETREAT AT THE 
CHIARA CENTER 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 8:30-11:30AM

This is an opportunity for solitude, to calm your spirit 
and satisfy your soul. There are no special qualifications 
or minimum age required, only the desire to have a 
conversation with God. You may want to walk the beautiful 
grounds or sit quietly in a peaceful setting. If you’ve been 
trying to hear from God about a topic in your life, this just 
might be the opportunity you need. Feel free to leave early 
or arrive late. Whatever time you have available is yours to 
spend with God. There is no cost; a free will offering will be 
received. 

The Chiara Center is located at 4875 LaVerna Road 
on the northeast side of Springfield.

For more information, contact Sally Howard at  
showard@springfieldfirst.org or 793-9760 x114.
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ATTENTION MEN! 
We will be hosting the Iron Sharpens Iron 
Men’s Conference on Saturday, March 
21. This first-class one-day equipping 
conference is an outstanding resource 
for our ministry to men. Since 2007, over 
18,000 men in the Midwest have been 
blessed, fed, and sharpened by Iron 
Sharpens Iron. This conference is for 
men of all ages, 13 and up. Cost is $47 
before March 11 ($56 on or after March 
11), plus $8 if you want the optional 
on-site lunch. There will be sixteen 
different seminars offered for men. 

Please sign up in the Atrium or, for 
more information, contact Matt 
Overbey at m_overbey@hotmail.com or 
618-535-2787.

E V E N T S

Scout Sunday Church 
Brunch
FEBRUARY 2 IN ATRIUM 3 
10:00AM-12:00PM

Tickets are $8.00 per person, $4.00 
for kids 8 and under. Brunch includes 
breakfast casserole, sausage, pastry, 
fruit, and drink. All proceeds benefit 
Springfield First Scouting Ministries.

Introducing youth to Christ through service 
to others and outdoor adventures.

Estate Planning Seminar
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 5:30-7:00PM
Light meal served

WHO? Anyone that has an interest in planning 
for their financial future. There is no obligation 
in attending this seminar. This is a seminar 
designed to make us aware of the many options 
available to our congregation in planning for our 
financial future.

WHERE? Atrium 2/3

LEADER: Reverend Ed Weston, Retired Pastor in 
the United Methodist Church. Ed leads clinics and 
seminars throughout our Annual Conference. 

RSVP by February 18 to Sally Howard (showard@
springfieldfirst.org or 793-9760 x114).



Thank you to all the choirs and musicians and Dr. See Tsai Chan for sharing your gifts in such a wonderful 
way! The Christmas Cantata was beautiful and inspiring, and we enjoyed seeing the results 
of all your hard work!

CHRISTMAS CANTATA: HURRY TO BETHLEHEM
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G R O U P S  &  C L A S S E S

The one-sentence mission statement of the
United Methodist Church – to make disciples of
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world –
leads many people to ask, “What is a disciple?”
The G6 Class will detail six characteristics
of a deeply devoted disciple of Jesus Christ,
all beginning with the letter “G.”
Glory – worshiping God
Grace – accepting Christ’s love
Growth – celebrating spiritual disciplines
Group – doing life together
Giftedness – serving others
Generosity – sharing compassionately

Dinner will be served. If you are interested
in attending the G6 Class, please contact the
Director of Connections, Sharon Sweeney,
at ssweeney@springfieldfirst.org
or 793-9760 x102 to register.

Note – The G6 Class is a pre-requisite for
becoming a New Member at Springfield First.

UPCOMING DATES:

• Thursdays, January 16 – February 20
 6:00 – 7:30pm in Room 4
 New Member Class: February 27
 New Member Sunday: March 1

CLASS

pizza with thepastors

NEW TO SPRINGFIELD FIRST?
This is your opportunity to meet the pastors and for us 
to get to know you over a laid-back lunch. Learn more 
about this community of faith, the vision of Springfield 
First, and opportunities to get more out of your 
experience here. Meet others who are new, take a tour 
(optional), and have a few laughs.

If you are interested in attending
Starting Point, please contact the
Director of Connections, Sharon Sweeney,
at ssweeney@springfieldfirst.org
or 793-9760 x102.

UPCOMING DATES:

• Sunday, January 26
 11:45am – 12:45pm in Atrium 1

• Sunday, April 26
 11:45am – 12:45pm in Atrium 1



Grief Share
MONDAYS, BEGINNING MARCH 9, 
6:00-8:00PM - ROOM 2

This 12-week seminar is designed to help 
those who have lost someone significant 
in their lives. Led by a caring team of 
experienced volunteers, this group 
offers helpful information, comforting 
resources, and supportive times with 
others who have experienced a loss.

Contact: Trish Quintenz at 
trishquintenz@gmail.com

Men’s Ministry
THURSDAYS, BEGINNING JANUARY 30, 7:00-8:30PM 
ROOM 8

Join other men of Springfield First as we start a new small 
group study called Common Man: Uncommon Life. God 
created us to be courageous. We long for adventure, but 
somewhere along the way we’ve settled for less. It’s time to 
embark on the incredible adventure God has in store for us. 
Over seven weeks, we’ll meet to hear the stories of a group 
of Navy SEALs and to dig into the Bible’s timeless principles 
to help us live the life God has for us. Please contact Tim 
Lindberg (899-7430) with any questions. Hope to see you 
there!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THE NEXT MIDWEEK CONNECT!

E V E N T S  &  C L A S S E S

BEGINS WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 15, 2020!

Our next 6-week Midweek Connect series of dinners and short-term classes will begin on January 15 
and run through February 19. We are looking forward to offering another great set of meaningful classes. 
We hope you will consider taking part in Midweek Connect. 

Look for details and ways to sign up after January 1.
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IN FEBRUARY, our serving opportunity will be at 
Hospital Sisters Mission Outreach on February 29 from 1:00-3:30pm. 
We will be sorting medical supplies that will be 
shipped to third world countries.  

You can sign up for either of these opportunities at Connection Point or online. 
If you have questions, please see Pastor Nicole.

JANUARY

M I S S I O N S

O P P O R T U N I T I E S

Currently, we have two mission trip opportunities for 2020. We are hoping to have others soon.  
(If you are interested in leading a trip, please see Pastor Nicole.)

RIPPLING HOPE MISSION

 Where: Detroit, MI

 When: June 14-20

 What: Construction projects in 
  downtown Detroit

HENDERSON SETTLEMENT

 Where: Henderson, KY

 When: May 31-June 6

 What: Construction projects in the   
  Appalachian Mountains

PREPARE & SERVE 
A MEAL AT RONALD 
MCDONALD HOUSE

Join us on January 23 at 3:30-6:30pm. 
Sign up online or at Connection Point. 

If you have any questions, 
please contact Pastor Nicole at 

ncox@springfieldfirst.org. 



The purpose of the Mary L. Grummon Memorial Scholarship Fund 
is to furnish support for those persons entering Christian Service 
Programs at the junior or senior undergraduate level and for 
education at the graduate level or above (e.g. doctoral, seminary)  
in preparation for full-time Christian Service careers. 

The funding for this scholarship program is derived from 
the interest income of the Mary L. Grummon Memorial  
Investment Fund.

APPLICATIONS DUE BY JANUARY 1.

Criteria and applications are available in the Springfield First office.  
For questions, please contact Lana Salomonson, 
Executive Director, at lsalomonson@springfieldfirst.org 
or 793-9760.

SIGN A VALENTINE!  
On the week-end of February 1 and 2, 
please take a moment and stop by our 
table in the Atrium to sign a Valentine card 
for our members who are homebound 
or in care facilities. Place them in the 
container provided. They will then be 
included in our Valentine packets along 
with other cards, as well as many goodies 
that are meant to lighten and brighten 
the day of those who no longer can come 
out and worship with us as much as they 
would like. Thank you! 

Contact: Carli Burton, cburton@
springfieldfirst.org or 793-9760 x111  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  
We are in need of volunteers to deliver 
Valentine remembrances to our 
homebound. The VALENTINE PACKETS 
will be prepared by our Senior Ministry’s 
Council members on Wednesday, February 
5, in Rooms 15/16. You may pick them 
up any time after February 5, including 
Sunday, February 9. Information needed to 
make the delivery will be included on the 
package. Please deliver the Valentines by 
February 14, and sign up in the Atrium. 

Contact: Carli Burton, cburton@
springfieldfirst.org or 793-9760 x111
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During Winter Connect, January 15 to February 19, 
kids will have their own CONNECT experience!

Winter in KidLife:
Our preschool kiddos will follow the life of Jesus during the Beach Party and All Aboard themes, while our 
elementary crew explores God's wisdom and love with the Big Quiz and Playlist!!



JANUARY MESSAGE SERIES:
For most of us, when we hear the word “worship,” 
we think about singing songs at church. But could 
there be more to worship than just music and words 
on a screen? In this series, we’ll find out what it looks 
like to worship God with our whole lives. As we do, 
we’ll see that when we find the right rhythm to our 
worship, we’ll also find ourselves walking in better 
rhythm with the God we’re worshiping. 

PARENTS & STUDENTS!
Be sure and check out our social media platforms for  
updates on all the great stuff happening @ StudentLife!
FACEBOOK: StudentLife FUMC  |  INSTAGRAM: studnt_lfe

For more information about any of the StudentLife 
events, contact StudentLife Directors: Matt Cleveland 
at mcleveland@springfieldfirst.org or Sydney Pappas 
at spappas@springfieldfirst.org.

FEBRUARY MESSAGE SERIES:
We’re all chasing something in life—including your 
students. However, what they may not realize is that 
when we choose to chase one thing, it often means 
we have to stop chasing something else. The same is 
true when it comes to following Jesus. In this series, 
we want to help students to see that, in order to 
truly chase after Him, we have to stop chasing some 
other things along the way. 

STUDENT-LED WEEKEND & 
CONFIRMATION SUNDAY!
This year on February 22/23, we will be having 
our annual Student-Led Weekend here at 
Springfield First! This is a powerful worship 
weekend where our students will lead us in 
worship in all aspects of our service, from 
preaching to music to tech to hospitality and 
everything in between! You won’t want to miss 
this opportunity to hear and see all God is doing 
in the lives of our students! Also, at the 10:30am 
worship service, we will be confirming almost  
20 students into membership here at  
Springfield First!

“BE OUR GUEST” BANQUET 
FOR HOPE INSTITUTE 
This year on Valentine's Day, Friday, February 
14, StudentLife will be hosting the first ever  
“Be Our Guest” Banquet for all of the students 
at Hope Institute, right here at Springfield First! 
This will be a night with one goal in mind:  
to help every student at Hope Institute to feel as 
wonderful and as special as we know they are! 

More info about this event and how you can 
be a part of it can be obtained by contacting  
Matt at mcleveland@springfieldfirst.org. 

STUDENTLIFE EVENTS SCHEDULE
Here are a few things happening at StudentLife at the start of 2020: 



For information regarding Senior Ministries events or trips, or if 
you or a loved one are moving to a care facility, please contact Carli 
Burton at cburton@springfieldfirst.org or 793-9760 x111.

AROUND THE TABLE ADVENTURE: SENIOR FELLOWSHIP (AGES 55+) 
Date: Thursday, January 9  
Time: 9:30am-12:30pm
Where: Rooms 5/6  
Hosted by: Andy and Marguerite Borgman
Each month: Sweet treats and coffee will be ready when you arrive. 
A devotional and then a time of playing cards and games will be 
enjoyed. A delicious hot meal will be served at 11:45am.  
Suggested donation is $5.00. 

LET’S GET TOGETHER
Do you remember how much fun it was as children to make Valentines? 
Well, it still is! You do not have to be experienced in the art, just know that 
what we accomplish will be very much appreciated. This, our 3rd annual 
Valentine card making adventure, will take place on Tuesday, January 28, 
from 1:00-4:00pm and Wednesday, January 29, from 9:30am-12:30pm. If 
you are not available the entire time, come and go as you please. We will 
meet in Room 2. All materials will be furnished. If you are a crafter and 
have materials you wish to use, of course you may bring them.

SUPPORT FOR FULL-TIME CAREGIVERS
Are you a full-time caregiver for a loved one? Does the burden feel heavy 
at times? We want to compile a list of those among our church who are 
in this position in order to assess if there is a need for a support group. 
Please contact Carli Burton (cburton@springfieldfirst.org or 793-9760 
x111) or Mac Shotwell (macshotwell@gmail.com) if you would be open 
to meeting for a time of sharing.

TRAINING SESSIONS FOR CARING FRIENDS MINISTRY:
Two sessions are available to attend a training for those interested  
in serving in the area of visitation. Come to learn more about this  
Caring Friends ministry. No commitment is required in attending this 
informative session. The training will be held on Sundays, March 22  
from 9:00-10:00am, and March 29 from 11:30am-12:30pm in Room 1.  
Choose the session that best works for your schedule. (If neither do,  
please contact me and we will set up an alternate time.) On the 22nd, grab 
your coffee and a treat and come to Room 1. A light lunch will be served on  
the 29th. Sign-up is requested but not necessary to attend. The facilitators 
will be Carli Burton and Reverend Mac Shotwell. 
Contact: Carli Burton, cburton@springfieldfirst.org or 793-9760 x111
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DID YOU KNOW?  
We have an assisted parking 
ministry and we invite you to 

use it. It is staffed by wonderful 
volunteers from our congregation. 

The purpose of the ministry is 
to be of assistance to those who 
have mobility challenges of any 

kind or during slippery pavement 
making unsure footing. Our goal is 
to make your worship experience 
at First United Methodist Church 

the best it can be. The parking 
ministry will be available 15 to 

20 minutes prior to the worship 
services and 10 to 15 minutes 

following the services on Sunday 
mornings. Just pull up under the 
east canopy door and exit your 

vehicle. No prior notice is needed.

CONTACT:
Carli Burton, cburton@
springfieldfirst.org or  

793-9760 x111 

S E N I O R  M I N I S T R I E S



SCHEDULE
Tuesdays, January 14 

to February 18
UMW Book Club

In the Middle of the Mess
6:30pm
Room 5

BOOK CLUB –TUESDAY, JANUARY 14, 2020
Please come and join us for our first Winter Book Study. Our first book is  
In the Middle of the Mess, by Sheila Walsh. This book helps us break free  
from the cycle of blame and despair by using spiritual practices that foster  
a deeper relationship with God. It is a six-week study with a DVD in Room 5  
at 6:30-8:00pm. If interested, please contact Crystal Russell at  
801-2573 to preorder the book by January 7

LUNCHEONS AND CIRCLE MEETINGS
No monthly meetings or Lydia/Rachel Circle meeting in January or February 
2020. We will meet on March 6 for our first monthly luncheon at noon.  
Lydia and Rachel Circle will meet on March 20 at 9:30am.

QUILTING/SEWING GROUP
This group meets on the 3rd Thursday of the month in Rooms 5/6 from 
11:00am to 3:00pm. Bring your lunch.

NUTS SALES 
We will be selling assorted nuts until sold out. To place orders, contact 
Barb Zuspann at 483-2285 or Crystal Russell at 801-2573.

COOKIES FOR SHUT-INS
Thank you to all women who provided cookies, joined us in filling the 
cookie tins, and delivered to the homebound of our church.

COME SHARE YOUR GIFTS OF FELLOWSHIP AND SERVICE TO LIFT UP OTHERS IN CHRIST!COME SHARE YOUR GIFTS OF FELLOWSHIP AND SERVICE TO LIFT UP OTHERS IN CHRIST!
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December 2017 – November 2019
ACTUAL TO DATE: $6,082,576.60

Unfinished Generosity Initiative...

2 YEAR GOAL: $6.5 million

OUTSTANDING BUILDING DEBT: $2 ,953 ,077.95

Unfinished People, Unfinished Church, and 
Unfinished Mission. We brought people to a 
deeper level of discipleship by increasing ministry 
focuses in the lives of children, students, and 
adults. We also paid down our debt to the church 
building and put more than a quarter million 
dollars on the principal alone! And finally, we 
intensified our efforts to reach beyond our walls 
and spread the word of Jesus through local and 
global missions.

As Unfinished came to an end, we embarked on 
our new generosity initiative called Courageous. 
It is our hope that in 2020 and beyond, we 
can positively affect every area of ministry at 
Springfield First and engage more people into 
their spiritual walk with Christ. Our work is not 
done. As God said to Joshua, “This is my command 
– be strong and courageous!  Do not be afraid or 
discouraged.  For the Lord your God is with you 
wherever you go” (Joshua 1:9).

In November 2017, Springfield First embarked on 
a two-year generosity initiative called Unfinished. 
We ended it just a few months ago and just shy 
of our $6.5 million goal. Unfinished was a “first” 
for the church, as we set out to form a one fund 
where we celebrated total giving to the church in 
one single fund and not through a Building Fund 
and separate Operating Fund. 

Our primary goal was 100% engagement, meaning 
Unfinished was primarily a discipleship initiative. 
We grew leaps and bounds in this area during the 
last two years as more people than ever before 
became involved in the church and recognized 
that no matter where they are on their spiritual 
walk, they can always take another step in their 
relationship with God.  

Our secondary goal was to raise $6.5 million in 
two years. The total raised came in just under 
$6,083,000, but we were still able to focus on 

UNFINISHED RECAP

THANK YOU 

for your continued 

generosity to Springfield 

First! Through First 

Fruits offering weekend 

(December 14/15), we 

have already received 

$ 263,908.54 toward the 

                        initiative.

We are excited to see 

how God leads us in the 

next two years.



JANUARY REAL Scriptures
January 11 -  1 John 3:18-24

January 12 – 1 John 4:1-6

January 13 – 1 John 4:7-16

January 14 – 1 John 4:17-21

January 15 – 1 John 5:1-5

January 16 – 1 John 5:6-12

January 17 – 1 John 5:13-17

January 18 – 1 John 5:18-21

January 19 – 2 John 1:1-3

January 20 – 2 John 1:4-6

January 21 – 2 John 1:7-11

January 1 – 1 John 1:1-4

January 2 – 1 John 1:5-10

January 3 – 1 John 2:1-6

January 4 – 1 John 2:7-11

January 5 - 1 John 2:12-17

January 6 – 1 John 2:18-25

January 7 – 1 John 2:26-29

January 8 – 1 John 3:1-3

January 9 – 1 John 3:4-10

January 10 – 1 John 3:11-17

January 22 – 2 John 1:12-13

January 23 – 3 John 1:1-4

January 24 – 3 John 1:5-8

January 25 – 3 John 1:9-12

January 26 – 3 John 1:13-15

January 27 – Jude 1:1-4

January 28 – Jude 1:5-7

January 29 – Jude 1:8-13

January 30 – Jude 1:14-16

January 31 – Jude 1:17-25

B A P T I S M S
Welcome to God's family:  

Canzade Isabell Cowan
Elyse Noelle Kunz
Seth Jenkins Kunz
Kaylee Frances Lumbrazo
Eli Bradley Schuermann

D e at h s
Please hold in prayer the 
families of:

Barbara Afeld
Bobby Biddle
Phil Hanna
Gene Hurt
Ruth Koehler
Fred Sexton
Jean Soule

WELCOME DAYTON EMERY!

lighting. We are happy to have him on staff and appreciate 
his work behind-the-scenes to help things run smoothly for 
our weekend services.

Dayton is our Technical Arts Assistant, 
making videos and doing all things 
tech-related. He is currently working on 
his associate’s degree at Lincoln Land, 
studying digital media and general 
education. Dayton has been attending 
Springfield First since 2017 and started 
in his current position in July 2019.  
He loves video/film production and 

IS JESUS IN YOUR WILL? Our time in this world won't last forever, 

but our influence can. As you plan for the future, prayerfully 

consider tithing 10% of your estate to the church for which Jesus 

gave his life.



F I R S T  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H
2941 South Koke Mill Road · Springfield, IL 62711

Facebook · SpringfieldFUMC   
Instagram · springfieldfumc
Twitter · SpringfieldFUMC

WEEKEND WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Saturday  5:30pm Contemporary
Sunday  9:00am Traditional · 9:00am Contemporary in CLC · 10:30am Contemporary

Stay up on ALL future events of Springfield First  ·  visit our website  www.springfieldfirst.org

To receive Good Tidings via email, contact the main office at 217-793-9760.
Connect with us online at www.springfieldfirst.org for more resources.

UPCOMING EVENTS

JANUARY 1 –  Building Closed – Happy New Year!

 15 –  Midweek Connect begins

 16 –  G6 Class begins (6:00pm)

 20 –  Building Closed – Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

 26 –  Pizza with the Pastors (11:45am)

 30 –  Men’s Ministry Study begins (7:00pm)

FEBRUARY 1 –  Prayer Retreat at Chiara Center (8:30am)

 2 –  Scout Sunday Brunch

 24 –  Estate Planning Seminar (5:30pm)

 26 –  Ash Wednesday Service (7:00pm)

MARCH 9 –  Grief Share begins (6:00pm)

 21 –  Iron Sharpens Iron Men’s Conference


