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Habakkuk is a little book in the Old Testament often forgotten because of  
the towering influence of Isaiah, Jeremiah, or even Ezekiel! Though Habakkuk  
is minor in length (three chapters long), that doesn’t mean his message  
lacks punch.

On the contrary, Habakkuk prophesied right before the fall of the nation 
of Judah to Babylon in 586 B.C. Habakkuk was troubled by two things: 
1) Why God would allow Judah to sin, and 2) Why would God allow a sinful 
nation like Babylon to punish Judah?

We think that Biblical prophets had it all figured out, but that is far from the 
truth. They struggled to understand God’s plan, like we often do, in the midst  
of their challenging circumstances.

Habakkuk didn’t just question God and leave it at that. No, he challenged God 
through complaint and prayer, and then waited for God’s response.  
God responded twice to Habakkuk, and each time Habakkuk wrote down what 
God said to him: “I will climb up to my watchtower and stand at my guard 
post. There I will wait to see what the Lord says and how he will answer my 
complaint” (2:1). 

The Lord responded: “Write my answer plainly on tablets so that a runner 
can carry the correct message to others. This Vision is for a future time. 
It describes the end and it will be fulfilled. If it seems slow in coming, wait 
patiently, for it surely will take place. It will not be delayed” (2:2).

Sometimes the Vision isn’t grand and glorious. Judah had sinned and placed 
security in wealth rather than God. Not even Habakkuk’s intervention would 
change the outcome of the Babylonian exile in 586 B.C. 

But even in the midst of desolation, listen to the grace and hope found in 
Habakkuk 3:17-18: “Even though the fig trees have no blossoms, and there 
are no grapes on the vines; even though the olive crop fails, and the fields 
lie empty and barren; even though the flocks die in the fields, and the cattle 
barns are empty, yet I will rejoice in the Lord! I will be joyful in the God of my 
Salvation.”

In this season of Thanksgiving, we certainly praise God for his abundance. 
But would we praise God and stand firm in our faith if the external trappings 
such as job, home, money, and health (things in which we often place our trust) 
were lost or taken away? 

Can we glorify and praise God in times of scarcity as well as in times of plenty? 
I want us as a church to be a people that is consistent in  
our gratitude whether we have a lot or whether 
we have nothing. A true test of our faith is this: 
Do we remain steadfast and grateful to God 
even when times are lean and everyone else 
around us is anxious? 

Our God Reigns!

Roger Grimmett | Senior Pastor



Facebook · SpringfieldFUMC   
Instagram · springfieldfumc
Twitter · SpringfieldFUMC

www.springfieldfirst.org

WEEKEND WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Saturday  5:30pm Contemporary

Sunday 9:00am Traditional 
 9:00am Contemporary in CLC 
 10:30am Contemporary

OCT 19/20 · OUR CALL TO COURAGE  /  OCT 26/27 · COURAGE OVER COMPLACENCY

NOV 2/3 · COURAGE OVER COMFORT  /  NOV 9/10 · COURAGE OVER CONSUMERISM

NOV 16/17 · COURAGEOUS COMMITMENT

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Plan on attending these important dates on our generosity journey!

ADVANCE COMMITMENT EVENT | Sunday, November 3
6:30pm in the Sanctuary

You are invited to attend this important night. It will be a special time of worship, prayer, and celebration with those who desire 
to lead in their Courageous response by turning in their commitments early. It will be a defining moment in your spiritual 
journey, and you will be helping to lead the church in the next two years. Bring your commitment card and be Courageous!

COMMITMENT WEEKEND | November 16 & 17
Saturday and Sunday in worship

WEAR YOUR                                 SHIRTS!!

During the weekend of November 16 & 17, we will all be asked to turn in our Courageous commitment cards. 
We will take a step of faith together to see what God can do when we give our lives and resources to Him.   
Our goal is 100% engagement and we encourage you to pray about how courageous you can be.

FIRST FRUITS OFFERING | December 14 & 15
Saturday and Sunday in worship

Make sure you attend the First Fruits Offering on December 14 and 15. We will be challenged to take a step forward in initiating 
our commitment. We will know what our Courageous commitment total is by then and can celebrate what God has done in 
each of our lives.
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WHAT IS

Courageous is a two-year one fund vision and generosity initiative. 

It touches every part of our ministry here at Springfield First and it focuses on each of us  
moving closer to Christ and growing in our understanding of generosity. 

This initiative is not just about money.

It’s about you becoming courageous in your walk with Christ. 

No matter where you are on your spiritual journey, there IS a next step of growth.

GOALS

PRIMARY GOALS FOR                            :
100% Engagement

We want every single person at Springfield First to 
be willing to take the next step of growth in the area 
of generosity. No matter where you are on your 
spiritual journey, there is a next step God is asking 
you to take in your relationship with Him.

                            is above all a discipleship initiative. 
We all need to grow as children of God and as 
disciples. Our goal is that everyone at Springfield 
First becomes engaged in this initiative and moves 
forward in their walk with God.

SECONDARY GOAL:
That is up to you!

How                             will you be?  We have the 
opportunity to grow our ministries, expand our 
building and even pay off our debt, all while sharing 
Jesus with the world.  

How much we accomplish during the next two years 
depends on YOU. 

Joshua 1:9 

Have I not commanded you? 

Be strong and courageous. 

Do not be afraid; 

do not be discouraged, 

for the LORD your God 

will be with you wherever you go.   



                                   is a two-year generosity initiative that will help us come 
together and provide resources so we are able to accomplish God’s vision that 
He has for the future. We are calling the Springfield First family to invest in 
unprecedented ways to see God work powerfully here in our church, in our 
community, and around the world. 

How COURAGEOUS will you be?  

COURAGEOUS Growth in our Ministries
Springfield First seeks to provide appropriate resources to our internal and external ministry 
efforts and general fund. Growth in generosity will allow us to pour our very best into kids, 
students, adults, and families.

COURAGEOUS Investment in our Future
An increase in giving will enable us to plant seed money to grow the incredible facility God 
has entrusted to us. This could include expanding our StudentLife wing and gathering spaces. 
Updates to much-needed infrastructure will occur and, when we reach our $8.7 million total, 
we will be DEBT-FREE!   

COURAGEOUS Outreach in the World
Springfield First helps spread the influence of Jesus through the efforts of our local and global 
outreach partners. We desire to increase the support we give to missions and our mission 
trips in the U.S. and internationally each year.
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COMMUNION 
SERVERS NEEDED
Communion is a very sacred moment 
as it is considered to be one of the 
Holy Sacraments. This is because it 
was instituted by Jesus as a means to 
bestow the grace of God on those who 
participate in this act. In the United 
Methodist Church, the Communion table 
is open to all. 

Due to the size of our congregation, we 
need additional Communion stations 
within each service. These stations are 
operated by attenders just like you! 
There is no additional time commitment 
required. You will simply come up to 
the front and receive the Communion 
elements when the pastors invite those 
who are helping. Please consider serving 
in this important way. 

If you are interested or have questions, 
contact Sharon Sweeney at  
793-9760 x102 or  
ssweeney@springfieldfirst.org.

Christmas
Decorating
Is Christmas time your favorite  
time of year? Do you have your 
Christmas tree up and decorated 
before Thanksgiving?  
Then this team is for you!

If you are interested in helping to decorate the church  
(days or evenings) for our Christmas season, please  
contact our Director of Connections, Sharon Sweeney,  
at 793-9760 x102 or ssweeney@springfieldfirst.org. 

WE WILL BEGIN DECORATING ON NOVEMBER 24.

S E R V I N G

SUNDAY MORNING 
OPPORTUNITIES 
3,600 SECONDS! Can you share your time and talents for 
3,600 seconds a month with your church family?

The Hospitality Ministry is alive and vibrant at Springfield 
First, and we are looking for additional team members 
who want to be part of this welcoming team. We are 
interested in smiling people to be greeters and ushers, as 
well as helpful people to serve at our Welcome Center and 
Connection Point for each of our services. We also need 
volunteers to help with coffee prep, support, or clean-up. 
(Subs are also needed.) Like to bake? How about being 
part of our Cookie Team that provides breakfast snacks 
between our services in the Atrium so that the traditional 
and contemporary folks can fellowship together over a tasty 
treat. Like to do laundry? (Some people actually do.) How 
about helping us get our tablecloths laundered? If you’re 
reading this, thinking, “This isn’t for me,” I invite you to try 
one out. It just may be where God is leading you to serve. 

But if the Hospitality Team is not a good fit for you, we 
have many, many, MANY other serving opportunities in the 
church that you can try out. 

Contact Sharon Sweeney, our Director of 
Connections, for questions or more 
info at 793-9760 x102 or ssweeney@
springfieldfirst.org.

3,600 SECONDS/MONTH – 
THAT’S ALL.



CHRISTMAS CANTATA – SINGERS WANTED
If you are interested in taking part in the Christmas Cantata on December 8, come and join us! No audition required. 
Rehearsals will take place in Room 22 from 7:00-7:45pm every Thursday.

For more information, contact See Tsai Chan at schan@springfieldfirst.org.

ALL SAINTS' DAY:
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3
We will have a reading of our memorial 
names at our 9:00am traditional service  
in honor of our members who have 
gone on to their reward since October 
2018. If one of your loved ones and/or 
friends has passed in this time frame, 
we offer you a special invitation to 
attend this service in their honor. 

GRIEFSHARE: 
Surviving the Holidays
Help and hope as you navigate the Christmas season.
Monday, November 18, at 6:00-8:00pm in Room 2.

This seminar is especially for people who are grieving  
the death of a loved one. Wondering how you will survive  
the weeks surrounding Thanksgiving and Christmas?

Through this stand-alone event, you’ll learn:

• How to deal with the many emotions you’ll face  
during  the holidays

• What to do about traditions and other coming 
changes

• Helpful tips for surviving social events

• How to discover hope for your future.

Contact: Trish Quintenz, trishquintenz@gmail.com

S E R V I N G  ( c o n t i n u e d )

HOSPITALITY TRAINING
Each Sunday morning we have over 50 volunteers serving in the hospitality area at our services.  
Wherever you are serving, THANK YOU! 

To get us all up-to-date on expectations and procedures and to answer any questions you may have, we 
will be having a Hospitality Training on Tuesday, November 5, in Rooms 5/6. Training for the CLC Hospitality 
Team will be at 6:00-7:00pm; training for the Sanctuary Hospitality Team will be at 7:15-8:15pm. If you serve 
in both places, choose either training.

For more information, contact Sharon Sweeney, Director of Connections, at 793-9760 x102 or 
ssweeney@springfieldfirst.org.

E V E N T S  &  C L A S S E S

SAVE THE DATE
FOR THE

CHRISTMAS CANTATA!
December 8

at both the 9:00am and 10:30am services  
in the Sanctuary



Wow! OneThing Weekend was a great success!
From helping to harvest our mission garden, to sorting food at the food bank, 
to cooking dinner for those in need, to cleaning up campgrounds, there were 
a variety of ways that Springfield First served the community. And that is not 
including all the cool ways people found to serve on their own!

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO TOOK PART IN THIS AMAZING WEEKEND OF SERVICE.

We can’t wait to do it again next year! Remember – we can’t do everything,  
but everyone can do one thing! Let’s continue to unleash compassion in our community!

COOKING AT 
SOJOURN SHELTER

On Thursday, November 7th, we will  
meet at the church to cook dinner for the 
32 residents at Sojourn Shelter.  We will 

prepare the meal at church at 4:00pm and 
then deliver it to the shelter (near Jerome).  

If you are able to help, please sign up 
online or at Connection Point. 

If you have any questions, 
see Pastor Nicole.

NOVEMBER
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M I S S I O N S

OCTOBER

4-6



SCHOOL SUPPLY COLLECTION
We will be receiving supplies for McClernand Elementary School 
(located in Enos Park area) during the weekend of November 2/3.

THIS SCHOOL IS IN GREAT NEED OF THE FOLLOWING SUPPLIES:
· ziplock bags (sandwich, quart, and gallon sizes)
· dry erase markers
· boxes of Kleenex
· disinfecting wipes
· kids' gloves, scarves, hats
· hula hoops, jump ropes, playground balls 

Any supplies that you can donate will make a difference. Thank you 
for unleashing compassion to help these teachers and kids in our city!
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PRESCHOOL
Who can you thank for everything? 
We can thank God for everything! 
Join us as we discover ways to give 
thanks to our awesome God!

ELEMENTARY
Each person we see everyday is a VIP! 

When we treat others with honor, 
we let them know we see 

how valuable they really are!

K I D L I F E  W E E K E N D S



NOVEMBER MESSAGE SERIES
We’re all making decisions now that can affect our 
“laters”—our futures—whether we like it or not and 
whether we realize it or not. And while many students 
may get this intuitively, there’s often a competing idea 
that what they do now doesn’t really matter in the long 
run. That’s why, in this series, students will find out the 
secret behind good decision-making: wisdom. Through 
the wisdom found in Proverbs, they’ll learn what it 
looks like to apply wisdom to everyday decisions NOW, 
which can lead them to a better life and a better future 
LATER.

PARENTS & STUDENTS!
SUNDAYS: JH Class in Room 7 @ 9:00am | HS Class in Room 8 @ 9:00am
Be sure and check out our social media platforms for  
updates on all the great stuff happening @ StudentLife!
Facebook: StudentLife FUMC  |  Instagram: studnt_lfe

For more information about any of the StudentLife 
events, contact StudentLife Directors: Matt Cleveland 
at mcleveland@springfieldfirst.org or Sydney Pappas 
at spappas@springfieldfirst.org.

ONETHING WEEKEND UPDATE:
This year, StudentLife has committed to serving 
alongside Hope Institute, an amazing organization 
working tirelessly to serve the needs of students. For 
more info, check out hope.us. 

To kick off this partnership, StudentLife identified Hope 
as our focus for OneThing Weekend!

We asked Hope what they really needed, and they 
asked if we’d be able to deep clean their ENTIRE facility. 
We had 105 students and leaders give up their Sunday 
night to deep clean classrooms, bathrooms, hallways, 
meeting spaces, offices EVERYTHING! 

We even had Office Pride of Martinsville, Indiana, come 
over to supply us and work alongside us! Our students 
really took up the OneThing Weekend challenge!

STUDENTLIFE EVENTS SCHEDULE 
Here are a few things happening @ StudentLife 
through the rest of the year:

ADVANCE COMMITMENT NIGHT: 
NOVEMBER 3
Throughout the month of October, StudentLife 
journeyed through “Courageous” alongside the 
rest of Springfield First, asking ourselves the 
question: “If our story as a church is unfinished, 
then how can I courageously be a part of that 
next chapter?” 

Our entire StudentLife ministry will be given an 
opportunity to respond to the way God has been 
speaking to them over the course of this series! 

JH & HS WORSHIP: 5:00-6:00pm
DINNER: 6:00-6:30pm
ADVANCE COMMITMENT EVENT: 6:30-7:30pm

SAVE THE DATE: END-OF-THE-YEAR 
CHRISTMAS PARTY!
Sunday, December 15, at 5:00-7:30pm



For information regarding Senior Ministries 
events or trips, or if you or a loved one are 
moving to a care facility, please contact 
Carli Burton at cburton@springfieldfirst.org or 793-9760 x111.

AROUND THE TABLE ADVENTURE: SENIOR FELLOWSHIP (AGES 55+)
Date: Thursday, November 14  
Time: 9:30am - 12:30pm
Where: Rooms 5 & 6 
Hosted by: Marge Deffenbaugh and Helen Winberg
Each month: Sweet treats and coffee will be ready when you arrive. 
A delicious hot meal will be served at 11:45am. 
Suggested donation is $5.00.

THE BEST OF THE BARN CHRISTMAS: THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5
Our Christmas trip for 2019 will be on Thursday, December 5, to the  
Barn III Dinner Theater in Goodfield, IL. We will depart at 4:15pm from our 
parking lot. The cost is $62.00 which includes luxury travel; a bountiful, 
delicious meal consisting of salad, prime rib, fried chicken, a seafood 
entree, many sides, dessert, and drink; plus the show. A sign-up sheet will 
be in the main Atrium on the wall behind Connection Point. Your check 
made out to Springfield First will hold your seat.  

THANK YOU to Harris III, who brought magic and wonder to our  
2019 Senior Gala. He did not disappoint. It was amazing!  We also thank  
all of our dedicated and hardworking Senior Ministry Council members, 
along with other willing volunteers, decorating crew, set-up and clean-up 
crew, technical support, custodian, photographer, and the Lincoln Land 
girls' softball team. You are all great and very much appreciated!  
Blessings, Carli Burton
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PARKING ASSISTANCE:
“WE CARE” PARKING 
MINISTRY: 
We want you to be aware of 
our parking ministry staffed by 
wonderful volunteers from our 
congregation. The purpose of 
this ministry is to be of assistance 
to those who have mobility 
challenges of any kind or during 
slippery pavement making unsure 
footing. Our goal is to make your 
worship experience at First United 
Methodist Church the best it can 
be. The parking ministry will be 
available 15 to 20 minutes prior to 
the services and 10 to 15 minutes 
following the services on Sunday 
mornings. Just pull up under the 
east canopy door and exit your 
vehicle. No prior notice is needed. 

S E N I O R  M I N I S T R I E S



SCHEDULE
NOVEMBER 1, 2019

UMW Luncheon – Noon
Speaker from Refuge Ranch

November 8, 2019
CHURCH WOMEN UNITED

World Community Day
St. John A.M.E

1519 E. Capitol, Springfield

November 9 & 10, 2019
Assorted Nut Sales

November 14, 2019
Quilting Group

Rooms 5/6, 11:00am - 3:00pm

November 15, 2019
Lydia/Rachel Circle Meeting

Rooms 5/6, 9:30am

November 23 & 24, 2019
Assorted Nut Sales

LUNCHEON – FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2019
Our speaker will be from Refuge Ranch, a nonprofit organization in Rochester 
that helps at-risk children and families by pairing them with a rescued horse. 
Suggested donation for lunch is $7; first-time visitors are our guests. Please 
contact Crystal Russell by October 30 for a reservation.

LYDIA AND RACHEL CIRCLES
Lydia and Rachel Circles of friends offer small group time. We gather  
each 3rd Friday of the month at 9:30am in Rooms 5/6.

QUILTING, SEWING, & CROCHETING GROUP 
Meets on the 3rd Thursday of the month in Rooms 5/6  
from 11:00am-3:00pm. Bring your lunch.

NUTS SALES – NOVEMBER 9/10 AND 23/24
We will be selling assorted nuts during these weekends. 
To place pre-orders, contact Barb Zuspann at 483-2285 or 
Crystal Russell at 801-2573.

COOKIES FOR SHUT-INS – WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4
Join us for the annual Cookies for Shut-Ins at 6:00pm. Soup dinner will be 
served. Bring three dozen cookies to fill the Christmas tins. Please contact 
Crystal Russell at 801-2573.   

COME SHARE YOUR GIFTS OF FELLOWSHIP AND SERVICE TO LIFT UP OTHERS IN CHRIST!

THANK YOU  for your generosity to the World Thank Offering on September 14/15, 2019.  
Your donations will help with three missions: our Pastors' Discretionary Fund, Kumler Neighborhood 
Ministries, and Midwest Mission Distribution Center.



14   Good T id ings    /    NOV 2019

December 2017 – September 2019

ACTUAL TO DATE: $5,604,138.97

Unfinished Generosity Initiative...

2 YEAR GOAL: $6.5 million

OUTSTANDING BUILDING DEBT: $3 ,039,415 .53

A NOTE ABOUT OUR 
CHILDREN’S MUSICAL 
For those wondering about our yearly 

musical, we are planning on doing a spring 

musical in place of a Christmas musical this 

year!  Stay tuned for more information on that 

coming early in the new year. You can see our 

children sing in this year’s Christmas Cantata 

on December 8, as well as at the 5:00 PM 

Christmas Eve service. We hope you will join 

us at all of these events! If you have or know 

a child interested in doing our Spring musical, 

we hope you’ll have them join us!  Rehearsals 

will begin at the end of January.

HEADED TO THE HOSPITAL? 
Make sure that you let them know at 

registration that your church is Springfield 

First United Methodist Church. This helps our 

pastors and congregational care team know 

so we can pray for you and visit you while you 

are in the hospital.

C H U R C H  N E W S

THANK YOU for your gifts to the mission and ministry of 

Springfield First. The Unfinished Generosity Initiative will 

conclude on November 30, 2019. God has done amazing 

things at Springfield First during these past two years,  

but we are not finished yet.



NOVEMBER REAL Scriptures 
1 Corinthians

Nov 1 – 1 Corinthians 1:1-17

Nov 2 – 1 Corinthians 1:18-31

Nov 3 – 1 Corinthians 2:1-16

Nov 4 – 1 Corinthians 3:1-9

Nov 5 – 1 Corinthians 3:10-23

Nov 6 – 1 Corinthians 4:1-10

Nov 7 -  1 Corinthians 4:11-21

Nov 8 – 1 Corinthians 5:1-5

Nov 9 – 1 Corinthians 5:6-13

Nov 10 – 1 Corinthians 6:1-11

Nov 11 – 1 Corinthians 6:12-20

Nov 12 – 1 Corinthians 7:1-16

Nov 13 – 1 Corinthians 7:17-31

Nov 14 – 1 Corinthians 7:32-40

Nov 15 – 1 Corinthians 8:1-13

Nov 16 – 1 Corinthians 9:1-11

Nov 17 – 1 Corinthians 9:12-27

Nov 18 – 1 Corinthians 10:1-13

Nov 19 – 1 Corinthians 10:14-33

Nov 20 – 1 Corinthians 11:1-16

Nov 21 – 1 Corinthians 11:17-34

Nov 22 – 1 Corinthians 12:1-11

Nov 23 – 1 Corinthians 12:12-31

Nov 24 – 1 Corinthians 13:1-13

Nov 25 – 1 Corinthians 14:1-12

Nov 26 – 1 Corinthians 14:13-25

Nov 27 – 1 Corinthians 14:26-40

Nov 28 – 1 Corinthians 15:1-34

Nov 29 – 1 Corinthians 15:35-58

Nov 30 – 1 Corinthians 16:1-24

IS JESUS IN YOUR WILL? Our time in this world won't last forever, but our influence can. As you plan 

for the future, prayerfully consider tithing 10% of your estate to the church for which Jesus gave his life.

B A P T I S M S
Welcome to God's family:  

Nora Lee Bell

Christian Kenneth Michael  
Dejaynes

Dylan Jeffrey Evers

Kollyns Jaxon Nicole Graff

Briar Michael Jauch

Rhett Matthew Canaday Lauer

Kennedy Megan Lynn White

D e at h s
Please hold in prayer  
the families of:  

Joanie Curl

Glenn Maxwell

Jack McCarty

Jennifer McConnell

R e m e m b r a n c e 
o f  B a p t i s m
Chloe Holbrook

Shannon Jauch



F I R S T  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H
2941 South Koke Mill Road · Springfield, IL 62711

Facebook · SpringfieldFUMC   
Instagram · springfieldfumc
Twitter · SpringfieldFUMC

WEEKEND WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Saturday  5:30pm Contemporary
Sunday  9:00am Traditional · 9:00am Contemporary in CLC · 10:30am Contemporary

Stay up on ALL future events of Springfield First  ·  visit our website  www.springfieldfirst.org

To receive Good Tidings via email, contact the main office at 217-793-9760.
Connect with us online at www.springfieldfirst.org for more resources.

UPCOMING EVENTS

NOVEMBER 3 –  All Saints’ Day (9:00am traditional service)

 3 –  Advance Commitment Event (6:30pm)

 16/17 –  Commitment Weekend

 28/29 –  Building Closed – Happy Thanksgiving!

DECEMBER 8 –  Christmas Cantata (9:00am & 10:30am services)

 14/15 –  First Fruits Offering Weekend

 18 –  Eve Before You Leave Service (7:00pm)

 24 –  Christmas Eve Services (3:00, 5:00, 7:00, & 9:00pm)

 25/26 –  Building Closed – Merry Christmas!

 29 –  Combined Morning Service (10:00am)

 31 –  Building Closed - Happy New Year!


