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 Youth Choirs
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Sharon Sweeney | Director of Connections 
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     of StudentLife
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Dara Bose | Accountant /  
 Interim Communications Director
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Lana Salomonson | Executive Director

Sally Howard | Administrative Assistant

Steve Cox |  Audio Technology Specialist

custodial STAFF

Renoldo Gayton | Lead Custodian

STAFF emails:
First initial and Last name@springfieldfirst.org

Our church staff is here to help each 
of us live as a disciple of Jesus Christ 
who transforms the world. 
Feel free to contact them.
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WITH OPEN ARMS
Already in 2020 I’ve been told how divided people are, that our country is 
polarized. As we work toward another election cycle, we will hear endless 
rhetoric about what is wrong with our country. And in our church, we 
realize that our denomination continues to struggle toward possible 
realignment in the future. Beyond that, we often navigate our ways through 
home and community life filled with uncertainty about what we ourselves 
should be doing. 

Yet here comes Lent, that season of self-denial and sacrifice, when we 
prepare our hearts to be transformed by Jesus and his resurrection. It 
may seem like an evasion of hard realities to tell people to just focus on 
Jesus, but as Christians, this is always our top priority. How would 2020 be 
different if followers of Jesus truly sought to live and love like Jesus, simply 
and faithfully?

For the past years, Springfield First has done a companion message 
and small group book series during Lent. This Lent, we will embark on a 
teaching series entitled, With Open Arms. These weeks of Lent will be 
centered on the Great Commandment of Jesus: to love God and to love 
others. However, our series will take it a step further. We will be guided by 
the book, Reckless Love, by Tom Berlin, to recapture what it means to share 
the love of Jesus with others and to love God by loving others. Not only 
will our Sunday morning messages focus on these important themes, but 
we will invite you to take part in a small group that will dive deeper into 
Reckless Love. 

While parts of our lives are often filled with tension, stress, and conflict, why 
not commit ourselves to living out the love of Jesus? Our first core value at 
Springfield First is to love God. Yet we do this by building community and 
unleashing compassion in the name of Christ. 

So may we walk this journey of Lent with open 
arms as we remember the arms of Jesus 
outstretched for us. 

LENTEN STUDY
This year for our Lenten study, we are learning 
from Reckless Love, by Tom Berlin. If you are 
interested in being part of a group study during the 
upcoming season of Lent, there are sign-up sheets 
outside the worship space. You can also sign up 
online at springfieldfirst.org.



ash wednesday 
service

On Wednesday, February 26, 
we will have our 
Ash Wednesday 

observance at 7:00pm 
in the Sanctuary.

MESSAGE SERIES
March 1 - BEGIN WITH LOVE

March 8 - EXPAND THE CIRCLE

March 15 - LAVISH LOVE

March 22 - OPENHEARTED LOVE

March 29 - VALUE THE VULNERABLE

April 5 - EMULATE CHRIST 
(PALM SUNDAY)

April 12 - EASTER SUNDAY

Facebook · SpringfieldFUMC   
Instagram · springfieldfumc
Twitter · SpringfieldFUMC

www.springfieldfirst.org

WEEKEND WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Saturday  5:30pm Contemporary

Sunday 9:00am Traditional 
 9:00am Contemporary in CLC 
 10:30am Contemporary



EASTER
On Easter, we celebrate Jesus’ resurrection from the 
dead by the power of God. Jesus’ resurrection makes 
forgiveness of sins and an eternal relationship with 
God possible through our faith in Christ. Please invite 
your friends, family, and neighbors as we celebrate the 
hope and joy we have in the Risen Christ!

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES:

 5:30pm in the Community Life Center

 7:00am Easter Sunrise –  led by  

 StudentLife in Atrium 1 & 4

 9:00am in the Sanctuary and in the   

 Community Life Center

 10:30am in the Sanctuary

SUNDAY, APRIL 12

4   Good T i d inags    /    MARCH/APRIL 2020

H O L Y  W E E K  &  E A S T E R

THURSDAY, APRIL 9 
MAUNDY THURSDAY AT 7:00pm
We will share in Communion as we remember  
Jesus’ last night on earth and His last supper with  
His disciples. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 10
GOOD FRIDAY AT 7:00pm
On this day, we remember Jesus’ sacrifice for us. 
He willingly suffered and was crucified to pay 
the costly price for our sins, so we could be 
forgiven and reconciled to God. 

Easter Lily Dedication
If you would like to give a lily in honor of or 
in memory of someone at Easter, forms and 
payment boxes will be available at Connection 
Point and outside the CLC beginning on March 
14. Each lily is $15, payable to FUMC. Dedication 
forms and payment can be placed in the boxes 
before Monday, April 6, or mailed to arrive by 
April 6 to: 

Easter Lily, FUMC 
2941 S. Koke Mill Rd
Springfield, IL 62711

For questions or more information, 
contact Sally Howard at 793-9760 x114 or 
showard@springfieldfirst.org.  

SATURDAY, APRIL 11



EASTER OFFERING
In the past year, more than 35 children were hosted by our congregation through Safe Families. It has been 
an exciting adventure we have been on! You might imagine what it would be like to get a phone call that a child 
needs a hosting, and then realize all of the items you might need to properly host that child. Many of these kids 
show up with little to no clothes, diapers, etc. Because of this, we have decided to build a resource shed for Safe 
Families host families in our community. This will be built on our property and will be stocked with items that 
a host family might need (clothes, cribs, car seats, bottles, toys, etc.). 

Our Easter offering this year will make this vision a reality! 
This resource shed will be an incredible way for us to support these host families, while unleashing 
compassion to vulnerable families in our community. Please consider how God might be asking you to help 
partner in this ministry!

E A S T E R

CHRISTMAS OFFERING UPDATE: 
Meals for Haiti
Luke 6:37-38
“Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be condemned; 
forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed 
down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap. For with the measure you 
use it will be measured back to you."

It’s hard for us to imagine the struggle in Haiti. Picture your family going 
without food for two days. It’s unsafe to leave your home because of riots, road 
blocks, and armed thugs. Even if you made it to the grocery store, the aisles 
would likely be bare. If you were lucky enough to find food for sale, inflation 
has driven up the cost so much that you can’t afford it. That type of scenario is 
difficult for us to comprehend here in the United States. In Haiti it has been a 
reality for the last year.

So, it is with sincere gratitude that I thank you for your generous Christmas 
offering! Springfield First raised $25,000 for immediate food relief for our 
brothers and sisters in Christ in Haiti! The funds received through this special 
offering will provide immediate food relief through our partners at the School 
of Hope, the Midwest Mission Distribution Center, and Food for the Poor. 
Working with our friends at the Midwest Mission Distribution Center, we can 
purchase, package, and ship nutritious meals cheaper than buying directly 
in Haiti. Furthermore, utilizing local resources frees up scarce food in Haiti. 
Buying this much food in Haiti would not be cost effective due to sky-high 
prices, and it would create shortages and more inflationary prices for people in 
country.

Haiti’s problems didn’t happen overnight. And the solution won’t come 
overnight either. What I have learned from my trips to Haiti is that the people 
depend on God and hope to get through each day. Our offering of food 
provides hope and shows in a tangible way that God is working through His 
church to provide for His children in Haiti. Please continue to pray for peace, 
stability, safety, and prosperity in Haiti. Pray that the people of Haiti will know 
God’s love and have hope for the future! I am very encouraged that we are 
beginning to hear signs of improvement from our friends at the School of 
Hope!  School is able to open, and travel is becoming easier. God hears our 
prayers!

Rob Carney, Haiti Leadership Team

In this new year, may God bless you for 
your generosity, bless the United States 
of America, and bless Haiti! To learn 
more about our charitable partners,  
visit their websites at:
www.schoolofhopehaiti.org
www.midwestmission.org
www.foodforthepoor.org

In February, we packed 19,240 bags of food 
which will feed 115,440 people in Haiti. 
Thank you for unleashing compassion!



MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS 
FOR THE 
KIDS’ 
SPRING 
MUSICAL!

Join us on Sunday, April 26, to watch 
the story of a group of students at their 
bus stop who come across their mission. 
They learn that spreading the message 
of God’s love may not be as hard as they 
thought, and that this is for all of us, 
should we choose to accept our mission. 
The kids’ musical, Mission: Possible, 
Sharing the Gospel…by Our Love, will be 
April 26 at 12:30pm in the CLC. You are 
invited to join us for a spaghetti lunch 
right before the show at 11:45am in the 
CLC as well. We hope to see you there!

E V E N T S  &  G R O U P  L I F E

6   Good T i d inags    /    MARCH/APRIL 2020

M e n ’ s  C o n f e r e n c eM e n ’ s  C o n f e r e n c e
Saturday, March 21

 “AS IRON SHARPENS IRON, 
SO ONE MAN SHARPENS ANOTHER.” 

PROVERBS 27:17

ATTENTION MEN! 
We will be hosting the Iron Sharpens Iron 
Men’s Conference on Saturday, March 21st, 

from 8:30am – 4:55pm. 
This first-class one-day equipping conference consists 
of seminars and speakers that serve as an outstanding 
resource for men. Since 2007, over 18,000 men in the 

Midwest have been blessed, fed, and sharpened by Iron 
Sharpens Iron. This conference is for men of all ages, 
13 and up. Cost is only $47, plus $8 for the optional  
on-site lunch. (There is special pricing for active duty 

military and students, upon request.) 
Please sign up and pay in online at 

springfieldfirst.org. 
For more information, contact Matt Overbey 

at m_overbey@hotmail.com. 
You may also sign up in the church office and submit 

your pre-payment there.

 AND DINNER
Friday, April 3, 2020

Join us for an evening of food and fun 
- for a cause! Dinner will be served at 
6:00pm and trivia will begin at 7:00pm. 
Dinner includes soup, salads, drink, 
and dessert. Cost is $10.00 per person. 
All proceeds go to the Springfield First 
Missions Council. 

To reserve a table (8 people),  
contact Kim Dow at 299-1398 or 
kimdow1963@comcast.net.



GRIEF  SHARE
BEGINS MONDAY, MARCH 9 

6:00-8:00pm  ·  ROOM 2
This 12-week seminar is designed to 
help those who have lost someone 

significant in their lives. Led by a 
caring team of experienced volunteers, 
this group offers helpful information, 
comforting resources, and supportive 

times with others who have 
experienced a loss.

Contact: Trish Quintenz at 
trishquintenz@gmail.com

Please join us on April 24-25, 2020, for the 
Empowered To Connect Simulcast right here at 
Springfield First! Tickets are only $10 per person 
and include lunch both days.

While the conference is designed for adoptive 
and fostering parents and caregivers, the 
information presented is beneficial to anyone 
who works with children, especially children 
who have been affected by childhood trauma. 
The scientific research presented explains how 
trauma negatively impacts development, growth, 
and learning, but it also shows there is hope! 
Deciphering and meeting a child’s needs helps 
him/her feel safe and connected, which can help 
them better self-regulate, heal, and grow. 

We all have an opportunity to help and support 
the diversity of our church family, as well as 
our community. The information provided 
at Empowered To Connect can be helpful for 
anyone working with children — as a parent, 
caregiver, teacher, volunteer, neighbor, or 
family friend — as it grows our compassion 
and understanding of how we can help build 
connections.

We are pleased to have the opportunity to 
partner with the James Project in order to offer 
Empowered to Connect in Central Illinois. We 
hope to see you there. Because when we work 
together to help a child, we are strengthening 
our church, and our communities too! 

The Cancer Support Group continues to meet Thursday evenings at 6:30 – 7:30pm 
in Room 2. We know the cancer journey is daunting, and we want to share our support, encouragement, 
faith, and love. Come join us as we find hope and trust in God. 

Questions? Call Sandy Walter at 815-992-0340.

pizza with thepastors

CONTACT:
Sharon Sweeney at ssweeney@springfieldfirst.org

NEW TO SPRINGFIELD FIRST?
This is your opportunity to meet the pastors and for us to 
get to know you over a laid-back lunch. Learn more about 
this community of faith, the vision of Springfield First, and 
opportunities to get more out of your experience here. 
Meet others who are new, take a tour (optional), and have a 
few laughs.

Sunday, April 26
11:45am – 12:45pm in Atrium 1
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ONEVOICE YOUTH CHOIR 
FUNDRAISERS
ANNUAL PALM SUNDAY BAKE SALE 
When: April 4-5

The OneVoice Youth Choir has two delicious 
fundraisers coming up that you won’t want 
to miss! We hope you’ll stop by and grab 
some tasty treats, pastries, and your 
Easter Sunday cakes! 

VARIETY SHOW: SAVE THE DATE!
When: Sunday, May 3,  
 after the 10:30am worship service

All proceeds from these fundraisers will go 
toward our choir tour to Gatlinburg, TN, in June. 
The money given enables our youth choir to 
share the grace and love of Christ through music 
to nursing homes, children’s homes, mental 
health facilities, and more in Tennessee. In past 
years, choir tour has been both encouraging to 
those we have the privilege of serving, and life-
changing for our youth as we reach out to learn 
and grow to live as Christ did. We are looking 
forward to the opportunity once more this June! 
As always, we are so touched by our church 
family’s deep generosity and love. We love you!

MARCH
Join us in serving at the Central Illinois Food Bank. 
We are scheduled to serve from 9:00-11:00am 
on Thursday, March 5. This will be a wonderful 
opportunity to unleash compassion to the hungry 
in our community.  
Sign up online or with Pastor Nicole. 

APRIL 
Don’t miss helping to cook and serve a meal at 
the McClernand after-school Compass program 
on April 30. We will prepare the meal at church 
and then deliver it to the school. Plan on 
meeting at the church at 3:00pm. We are also 
in need of items to be purchased for this meal.
If you can help provide food items or cook, 
please let Pastor Nicole know. You can also 
sign up online.

You can sign up for either of these 
opportunities at Connection Point or online at 
www.springfieldfirst.org.

If you have questions, please contact 
Pastor Nicole at ncox@springfieldfirst.org.

M I S S I O N S



SPRING CANTATA ~
   SINGERS WANTED!
The Spring Cantata will take place on Sunday, 
May 17, during the 9:00am traditional service. 
We need a big choir to lead the worship!  
If you are interested in taking part, come  
and join us! 

No audition required. Rehearsal for the 
Spring Cantata will take place in Choir Room 
22 at 7:00-7:45pm every Thursday. 

For more information,  
contact See Tsai Chan at  
schan@springfieldfirst.org

S E R V I N G

AN OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE: 
EASTER LILY DELIVERIES  
Volunteers are needed to deliver Easter Lilies to our members who no 
longer are able to come out to services. The Lilies may be picked up 
following the 10:30am Easter service on Sunday, April 12, or during the 
following few days. NOTE: Monday, April 13, the church will be closed.

If you can help with this important and meaningful ministry, please 
sign up in the Atrium. You will receive a letter with the name(s) and 
address(es) of members to whom to deliver, along with an ID card for 
you to sign and leave with the lily. During this week, please pray for our 
members who are residing in facilities or homebound. Ask God to bless 
them and keep them in his care.  

Contact: Carli Burton, cburton@springfieldfirst.org or 793-9760 x111

 

CALLING ALL BAKERS
Do you have a sweet tooth? Do you like to bake? 
Come and join our Cookie Team that provides 
baked goods in the Atrium in between the 9:00 and 
10:30am Sunday services. While we are called the 
“Cookie Team,” we accept muffins, breads, brownies 
– anything that will fit on a napkin! Typically, Cookie 
Team members bring in treats about once every  
4 months. Come and be a part of the sweetest team 
at Springfield First.

For more information or to get on our calendar, 
contact Sharon Sweeney at ssweeney@
springfieldfirst.org or 793-9760 x102.



Parents!
Check out our
Facebook Page

for Lent and
Easter resources

to share with
your family!
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Adventure Bible Nights
Adventure Bible Nights will be pulling into 
Springfield First on June 22-26! All aboard for 
an exciting journey through the Bible as we 
discover the power of Jesus! 

The first volunteer meeting is on Sunday,  
March 8, following the 10:30am service in 
Room 17. If you have questions, please contact  
Andrew Jones at ajones@springfieldfirst.org.



MARCH MESSAGE SERIES:
Everyone loves a good story! And, as you know, 
there’s no better storyteller than Jesus. In this series, 
we’ll share some of His most memorable words and 
parables to help students learn more about who 
Jesus is, what God thinks about them, and how He 
wants us to live our lives going forward. 

PARENTS & STUDENTS!
Be sure and check out our social media platforms for  
updates on all the great stuff happening @ StudentLife!
FACEBOOK: StudentLife FUMC  |  INSTAGRAM: studnt_lfe

For more information about any of the StudentLife 
events, contact StudentLife Directors: Matt Cleveland 
at mcleveland@springfieldfirst.org or Sydney Pappas 
at spappas@springfieldfirst.org.

APRIL MESSAGE SERIES:
Chocolate bunnies, baskets of candy, and lots of 
pastel colors—that’s what Easter is all about for 
most of our students, right? In this series, we’ll help 
students dive deeper into the Easter story, pointing 
them toward what the season really means for their 
lives. They will learn that, because of what Jesus did 
for them thousands of years ago, there’s more to 
Easter than maybe they’ve ever thought. 

EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE
Every year, StudentLife kicks off our Easter 
worship celebration at Springfield First by 
offering the first service of the morning, our 
Easter “Sunrise” service at 7:00am! Join us in the 
Atrium to start your celebration of this most 
important day! This service is 100% student-led.

AND DON’T FORGET OUR SUNDAY 
MORNING MINISTRIES TOO:  
JH Class in Room 7 @ 9:00am
HS Class in Room 8 @ 9:00am

BEACH WEEK REGISTRATION DEADLINE 
We are well under way for our annual summer 
retreat, Beach Week! Registration for this life-
changing experience is happening NOW. Contact 
Matt at mcleveland@springfieldfirst.org or 
Sydney at spappas@springfieldfirst.org as soon 
as possible to register yourself or your student 
for this retreat! The registration deadline for 
2020 is Sunday, May 17.

STUDENTLIFE EVENTS SCHEDULE
Here are a few things happening @ StudentLife through the rest of the school year:



For information regarding Senior Ministries 
events or trips, or if you or a loved one are 
moving to a care facility, please contact 
Carli Burton at cburton@springfieldfirst.org or 793-9760 x111.

AROUND THE TABLE ADVENTURE:  
SENIOR FELLOWSHIP (AGES 55+)
Date: Thursday, March 12 | Time: 9:30am - 12:30pm
   Host & Hostess: Wimer & Darlene Kern
Date: Thursday, April  9 | Time: 9:30am - 12:30pm
   Hostesses: Janet Argenta and Linda Lally
Where: Rooms 5 & 6  
Each month, sweet treats and coffee will be ready when you arrive. 
A devotional and then a time of playing cards and games will be 
enjoyed. A delicious hot meal will be served at 11:45am. Suggested 
donation is $5.00 if you stay for the meal. Bring a friend.

TRAINING SESSIONS/OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE:
Our Caring Friends Ministry involves visiting our elderly, homebound, 
and those in care facilities. This ministry is a blessing to both the giver 
and receiver. We invite you to join us for an hour to find out if this is 
an area in which you may be interested in serving. Two sessions are 
available. No commitment is required in attending this informative 
session. The training will be held on Sundays, March 22 from  
9:00-10:00am, and March 29 from 11:30am-12:30pm in Room 1. 
Choose the session that best works for your schedule. If neither does, 
please contact Carli to set up an alternative time. A light lunch will be 
served on March 29. Sign-up is requested but not necessary to attend.  
The facilitators will be Carli Burton and Reverend Mac Shotwell. 

Contact: Carli Burton, cburton@springfieldfirst.org or 793-9760 x111

ATTENTION: CARING FRIENDS MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS 
Our semi-annual “Meet ‘n’ Share” luncheon is Sunday, April 19,  
in Atrium 4 at 11:45am. We will serve a scrumptious homemade 
lunch, followed by a short “continuing education” time. You are  
welcome to leave anytime, but we will wrap up around 1:00pm. Please 
plan to attend. We appreciate you and what you add to this ministry. 

Please RSVP to Carli Burton, cburton@springfieldfirst.org or  
793-9760 x111, or Mac Shotwell, macshotwell@gmail.com,  
by April 12.
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SPRING COMMUNION 
on May 20

This is slated for Wednesday, 
May 20, in Atrium 2/3 at 

11:30am. The Communion 
Service is a special time for our 
“Caring Friends,” those who visit 
and those who are visited, along 
with others who cannot attend 

regular services. This abbreviated 
service is planned especially 
for each of you, along with a 
delicious served meal as we 

spend more quality time with our 
Caring Friends, as well as having 
a time for our pastors and staff 

to get to know you better. 

 Please contact Carli Burton, 
cburton@springfieldfirst.org or 
793-9760 x111, for reservations 

and/or Mac Shotwell, 
macshotwell@gmail.com, 

if transportation  
is needed.

THANK YOU...

Thank you to wonderful 
volunteers who brightened 
the day of about a hundred 

of our shut-in members. 
May you be richly blessed! 

~ Carli Burton

S E N I O R  M I N I S T R I E S

COME SHARE YOUR GIFTS OF FELLOWSHIP AND SERVICE TO LIFT UP OTHERS IN CHRIST!



SCHEDULE
March 6

Monthly Luncheon
12:00pm

CLC

March 20
Lydia/Rachel Circle Meeting

9:30am
Rooms 5/6

April 3
Monthly Luncheon

12:00pm
Rooms 5/6 

(Temporary Location)

April 17
Lydia/Rachel Circle Meeting

9:30am
Rooms 5/6

April 3 and 4
Cunningham Children’s 

Home
Festival of Quilts

9:00am-5:00pm

April 18
Springfield District Meeting

Assumption UMC

May 1
Monthly Luncheon

Noon
CLC

MARCH 6 LUNCHEON AT NOON IN CLC
Our guest speaker is Stacey Bredeneyer, the leader of “Girls on a Mission 
- Having Fun for a Purpose.” She began joining women together in a fun 
setting to develop friendships, play games, and find support for a mission. 
After an earthquake in Nias, Indonesia, a minister opened his doors for the 
children who were left homeless and without parents. This orphanage is 
now home to 22 girls, and Girls on a Mission is finding ways to support this 
missionary’s efforts. Currently, two older girls are attending college with 
this mission’s support. Come and join us, have fun, and enjoy lunch and 
friendships. Please contact Crystal Russell at 801-2573 for a reservation. 
Suggested donation for lunch is $7.00; first-time visitors are our guests.   

APRIL 3 LUNCHEON AT NOON IN ROOMS 5/6 (THIS MONTH ONLY)
Our guest speaker is Julie Becker with “Helping the Homeless in 
Springfield, IL.” Julie declares that God spoke to her and told her to take 
care of the homeless. She has opened her heart to share her personal 
phone number with people in need for several years. She is a very 
busy person responding to many issues for people in need. The United 
Methodist Women’s role is to support many mission projects, and we’re 
looking forward to this discussion. Again, please contact Crystal Russell 
for a reservation. Suggested donation for lunch is $7.00. Bring a friend.

LYDIA AND RACHEL CIRCLES
Both Circles will meet on March 20 and April 17 in Rooms 5/6.

QUILTING/SEWING GROUP
Third Thursday of the month in Rooms 5/6 from 11:00am-3:00pm. Bring 
your lunch.

CUNNINGHAM CHILDREN’S HOME | FESTIVAL OF QUILTS
This will take place at the Spiritual Life Center, 1301 Cunningham Avenue, 
Urbana, Illinois. If you have questions call, Crystal Russell at 801-2573

COME SHARE YOUR GIFTS OF FELLOWSHIP AND SERVICE TO LIFT UP OTHERS IN CHRIST!COME SHARE YOUR GIFTS OF FELLOWSHIP AND SERVICE TO LIFT UP OTHERS IN CHRIST!
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SPRINGFIELDFIRST $75

SATURDAY EVENING WORSHIP SERVICE – 
NEW LOCATION
For over a year, some of our key leaders have been prayerfully 
discerning how we might enhance our Saturday night worship 
experience. We’ve read surveys and held many conversations 
about this service. We recognize how meaningful our Saturday 
night service is to many people. But we want to make sure we 
are listening well to God, to our current congregation, and to 
people we would like to reach in the future. 

So, beginning Easter weekend, April 11, the 5:30pm service 
will move to the Community Life Center. This new location 
will better match the size of our current Saturday night worship 
attendance and help to create a sense of belonging, connection, 
and energy, which can be hard to produce in a larger space like 
the Sanctuary. Through this relocation, we envision exciting 
opportunities for accomplishing our mission of "True Life 
Change," especially through our core value to build community.

Think of folks that might come to a Saturday night worship, and 
invite them now! Please pray with us for the transition and the 
effectiveness of the Saturday night worship experience!

Thank you!
Pastor Roger

B A P T I S M S
Welcome to God's family:  

Lemuel Enoch Chen
Franklin (Finn) Thomas Powell
Oscar William Powell

D e at h s
Please hold in prayer the 
families of:

Joyce Fornoff
Clint Mudgett

IS JESUS IN YOUR WILL? Our time in this world won't last forever, but our influence can. As you plan 

for the future, prayerfully consider tithing 10% of your estate to the church for which Jesus gave his life.

HEADED TO THE 
HOSPITAL?
Make sure that you let them 
know at registration that your 
church is Springfield First UMC. 
This helps our pastors and con-
gregational care team to know 
that you are in the hospital so 
that we can pray for you and visit 
you while you are there. 

C H U R C H  N E W S



GENEROSITY INITIATIVE
December 2019 – January 2020

ACTUAL TO DATE: $613,431.64
2-YEAR GOAL: $6 MILLION

2ND LARGEST UPGRADE IN CHURCH HISTORY IS COMPLETE
We are all warm this winter, thanks to the installation of a new boiler at Springfield First. Costing $200,000, 
it is the second largest infrastructure upgrade in the history of the church.  

The old boiler was original to the building and had outlived its life expectancy. Entec worked 10-hour days 
and performed the massive overhaul, starting in November 2019 and finishing in January 2020. 

In order to remove the old 4,500-pound system, Entec had to unbolt it and cut it into pieces so it could be 
lifted out of our basement. Each of the 9 sections weighed about 500 pounds.  

When installing the newer, more efficient Aerco Benchmark 2000 boiler, the piping turned out to be more 
complicated than originally thought. And toward the end of the install, a January thunderstorm occurred 
and a lightning bolt hit near the church. Although a close call, the boiler was not damaged in the storm.

The boiler is one of the many important upgrades the church is needing to do.

Next on the list? A new roof on the old portion of the church to address the many leaks that are occurring.

NEW FIRE ALARM PANEL
Due to Microsoft no longer supporting the fire alarm panels used in the church, Johnson Controls upgraded 
the existing fire panel and reprogrammed it. This was at a cost of nearly $16,000.

$4,531,426
Dec 2017

$3,001,755
Dec 2019

$2,854,971
JAN 2020

BUILDING DEBT

FINANCIALS: Year End 2019
 INCOME $2,852,404.60

 EXPENSES $2,935,220.54

 NET INCOME ($82,815.94)

$0



F I R S T  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H
2941 South Koke Mill Road · Springfield, IL 62711

Facebook · SpringfieldFUMC   
Instagram · springfieldfumc
Twitter · SpringfieldFUMC

WEEKEND WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Saturday  5:30pm Contemporary
Sunday  9:00am Traditional · 9:00am Contemporary in CLC · 10:30am Contemporary

Stay up on ALL future events of Springfield First  ·  visit our website  www.springfieldfirst.org

To receive Good Tidings via email, contact the main office at 217-793-9760.
Connect with us online at www.springfieldfirst.org for more resources.

UPCOMING EVENTS

february 24 –  Estate Planning Seminar (5:30pm)

 26  –  Ash Wednesday Service (7:00pm)

  

March 9 –  Grief Share begins (6:00pm)

 21  –  Iron Sharpens Iron Men's Conference (8:30am)

APRIL 3  –  Trivia Night & Dinner (6:00pm)

 4/5 –  Palm Sunday -  OneVoice Choir Bake Sale

 9 –  Maundy Thursday Service (7:00pm)

 10 –  Good Friday Service (7:00pm)

 11 –  Saturday Evening Service moves to CLC (5:30pm)

 12 –  Easter Sunrise Service (7:00am)

 24/25 –  Empowered to Connect Conference (9:00am)

 26 –  Kids' Spring Musical (lunch at 11:45am, show at 12:30pm)

 26 –  Pizza with the Pastors (11:45am)


