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I had a choice to make: Either approach this new appointment with an
openness and trust in God like I have approached every other pastoral
assignment, or cower in fear and display weakness and lack of
confidence. I chose openness and trust in God, like I have every other
appointment, because God is larger than any fear I might face.
God is good all the time. All the time, God is good!
Zechariah, Elizabeth, Mary, Joseph, and the shepherds experienced
an angelic encounter. Before they were told the purpose of the visit,
each encounter began with the words, “Don’t be afraid!” Those words
then led to the purpose of the visit. We naturally assume that every
individual joyfully received the angelic assignment and accepted the
invitation wholeheartedly.
Have you ever pondered what would have happened if Mary had
not accepted the news that she would give birth to the Messiah? Or, if
Zechariah and Elizabeth had not accepted the news that their child, John
the Baptist, would be an outcast and forerunner of the Messiah? What
if the shepherds chose not to go and see the Messiah for themselves?
Instead, what Scripture reveals is that, though these Biblical characters
struggled with God’s call, in the end they chose to trust God through
their fear, rather than run away from God because of their fear.
I am going to Haiti on a 4-day mission experience in March. I believe
God is calling me to go. I can either let fear define me, or I can choose
to trust God and say, “God, you’ve got this. I trust you that you are
larger than my fear.”
Our Advent series is entitled: “Be Not Afraid.” Two of my favorite
Christmas verses are these, “But the angel said to them,
'Do not be afraid; for see, I am bringing you good news
of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day
in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah,
the Lord' ” (Luke 2:10-11). Fear not!
That’s the best news of Christmas!
Merry Christmas!

Renoldo Gayton | Lead Custodian

STAFF emails:
First initial and Last name@springfieldfirst.org
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When I was appointed by Bishop Beard to become lead pastor here
at Springfield First, I was both thrilled and terrified. How can a
person be both thrilled and terrified at the same time? I was excited
about returning to the pastorate after being a District Superintendent for
three years. On the other hand, the fear and trepidation I felt stemmed
from being appointed as lead pastor of such a large church.

DECEMBER 2018

DECEMBER 1/2 · FEAR OF NOT FITTING IN
DECEMBER 8/9 · CHRISTMAS CANTATA (9:00am & 10:30am IN THE SANCTUARY)
*Note for weekend of December 8/9: Saturday night 5:30pm service will be held in the Community Life Center.
There will not be a 9:00am contemporary service in the Community Life Center on Sunday morning.

DECEMBER 15/16 · FEAR OF NOT BEING GOOD ENOUGH
DECEMBER 22/23 · FEAR OF NOT BEING IN CONTROL
EVE BEFORE YOU LEAVE (Dec. 19) & CHRISTMAS EVE (Dec. 24 - Evening Services) ·
FEAR OF DISAPPOINTMENT
DECEMBER 29/30 · THE OTHER SIDE OF CHRISTMAS
*Note for weekend of December 29/30: We will have the Saturday night service at 5:30pm and ONE Sunday service at 10:00am.

Christmas Special Offering

This year, we are honored to partner with Safe Families for Children for our annual
Christmas Eve Special Offering. Safe Families for Children is a movement fueled
by compassion to keep children safe and families intact. Through host families,
family friends, and family coaches, Safe Families temporarily hosts children
and provides a network of support to families
in crisis while they get back on their feet.
Our special offering will go to support this
important work that is happening right here
in our community. Thank you in advance
for your generosity and making a difference
in the lives of children and families.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED · SIDEWALK PROPHETS

Live in Concert • December 7th
Sidewalk Prophets is coming to
Springfield First on December 7th at
7:00pm. Unfortunately, all of the
tickets for the concert are already
SOLD OUT! However, we do still need
volunteers to help with this event.
If you are interested in volunteering,
please contact Matt Cleveland at
mcleveland@springfieldfirst.org

CHRISTMAS CANTATA

God With Us
The combined New Life Adult Choir, Handbell Choir, OneVoice Youth Choir, and K – 6th grade
children’s choirs, along with the Lincoln Land Community College Choir will present the
Christmas Cantata, God With Us, accompanied by a full orchestra on December 9 at both the
9:00am and 10:30am services. The musical reenactment of the gospel will make your heart
overflow with joy and thankfulness. We will be singing beautiful and exciting music from various
musical styles, including selections from Beethoven’s "Mount of Olives" and Benjamin Britten’s
"A Ceremony of Carols," contemporary praise and worship, gospel music, and favorite carols and
hymn arrangements in symphonic style. So come and join us! Let your hearts be filled with
the joy of Christmas! And as we proclaim the grace and glory of God our Father, invite your
friends and neighbors to experience this reviving and uplifting worship together.
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CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS MUSICAL

Can the Christmas season be crazy, busy, peaceful, and holy?
Our December calendars are often described as “crazy, busy,”
as we are pulled in different directions with parties, final
exams, recitals, performances, family get-togethers, shopping
and more. It’s no wonder we can so easily miss the peace in
Christmas! What if we could find peaceful and holy moments
from God through focusing on the birth of His Son, amidst
the busy schedules? The kids of Springfield First (grades K-8),
along with the OneSound children’s choir, will be telling the
story of a family that sounds a lot like the rest of us and our
“CRAZY, BUSY” Christmas schedules in their performance of
“Crazy, Busy, Peaceful, Holy Night.” This 25-minute performance will
be held on December 16 at 4:00pm in the Community Life Center. We hope you’ll join us in
celebrating the story of Christmas! It is not too late to sign up to volunteer. If you are interested
in helping out with the show in any way, please contact Elyssa at ecarlisle@springfieldfirst.org.

Eve Before You Leave:
Wednesday, December 19
7:00pm
A traditional service for those
who have other commitments
on Christmas Eve

Christmas Eve Services: Monday, December 24
• 3:00pm, 5:00pm, & 7:00pm – Contemporary music and candlelight
• 9:00pm – Traditional carols and candlelight
Childcare for infants through kindergarten will be provided during
all services. A special Christmas Celebration for all children 5th grade
and younger will take place during the 3:00pm and 5:00pm services.
Weekend prior to New Year’s Eve: December 29/30
• Saturday, 5:30pm – regular service
• Sunday, 10:00am – ONE combined service
We look forward to celebrating this Christmas season with you!

unf ini she d upd ate ...
ANNIVERSARY OFFERING WEEKEND . DECEMBER 1 & 2
We will receive the special Unfinished Anniversary Offering during the weekend of December 1 & 2, and
we will also announce our new pledged total. This is an opportunity to catch up on your pledge or to take
a step forward in initiating your commitment. Let’s celebrate what God has done in each of our lives!

We are thankful that God continues to be at work in us all!

thank you...

December 2017 – October 2018

ACTUAL TO DATE: $ 3 , 0 6 5 , 7 1 7 . 5 8

A special thanks to everyone who
participated in the Unfinished Anniversary
Recap Brunch and to all the volunteers that
helped out to make that event a success!

2 YEAR GOAL: $ 6 . 5 million
OUTSTANDING BUILDING DEBT: $ 3 , 8 0 2 , 8 8 0

This

unfinished initiative

has never simply been about

raising money. We are interested in making disciples of
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.
Thank you for helping us write the next chapter of our story.
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GROUPLIFE
MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR
THE NEXT MIDWEEK CONNECT!
BEGINS ON WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 9, 2019.

Our next eight-week Midweek Connect series of dinners and
short-term classes will begin on January 9 and will run through March 6.
We are looking forward to offering another great set of meaningful classes.
We hope you will consider taking part in Midweek Connect!

Sunday, December 16th · 11:45 AM – 12:45 PM in Atrium 4

NEW TO SPRINGFIELD FIRST?
This is your opportunity to meet the pastors and for us to
get to know you over a laid-back lunch. Learn more about
this community of faith, the vision of Springfield First,
and opportunities to get more out of your experience here.
Meet others who are new, take a tour, and have a few laughs.

Please contact Paige Cooper at 793-9760 x114
SPRINGFIELD FIRST
or
pcooper@springfieldfirst.org.
Worship Experiences: Saturday 5:30PM, Sunday 9:00AM & 10:30AM
2941 South Koke Mill Road · Springfield, IL 62711 | 217.793.9760 · www.springfieldfirst.org

SERVING

Christmas Serving Opportunities
Interested in helping make Christmas at Springfield First happen?
Check out all of the serving opportunities!

SERVICE HOSTS
This position is perfect for those who are outgoing
and like to be helpful! The service hosts will be
positioned outside of the Sanctuary, ready to assist
people in finding restrooms, seats, Kids Ministries,
or anything else they may need, as well as being
a another warm and inviting presence available
for help and questions.

GREETERS
Greeters are often the first person a new guest
sees when walking into Springfield First! A big smile
and happy attitude are essential in this ministry area.
Understand that this area is important but it can also
be a bit chilly. Greeters are positioned at the exterior
doors of the church and warmly greet, open doors,
and assist people with getting inside.

PREP TEAM
Prep team is perfect for those who like to work
behind the scenes. We would love to have your
help in making sure the coffee, water, and other
refreshments and goodies are stocked and ready to
enjoy. This may include making coffee and restocking
creamer, sugar, cups, lids, etc. Those who are a part
of the prep team can help with set-up, teardown,
and replenishing.

ONE-MINUTE MISSION
Here at Springfield First, we are always striving
to be a more missional church. We love to do
One-Minute Missions! These are a way for us to
do our part to unleash compassion on the city of
Springfield. After each Christmas Eve service, we
offer a One-Minute Mission opportunity.
We would love additional volunteers to help this
activity to run smoothly; this could include set-up,
teardown, resetting between services, or guiding
and assisting people through the activity.

WELCOME DESK
This is the perfect serving area for those who are
passionate about our church and like talking to
the many guests who will come through our doors
during this time of year. Those serving at the
Welcome Desk pass out welcome gifts, gather
guest information, possibly connect them with
other attenders, make them feel welcome,
invite them to return, and answer any questions
they may have.
USHERS
This is a perfect serving opportunity for someone
looking to get involved! Ushers are positioned at
the entrance doors to the Sanctuary, ready to greet
those who are entering. They will also pass out
bulletins, candles, and other special materials.
Ushers also assist with passing the plates
during the time that the offering is received.
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CONNECTION POINT
Volunteers at Connection Point get the opportunity
to share what is coming next in the life of the
church and to help people find their area of
interest. Connection Point volunteers often aid
in helping people pick out classes or studies
to try. MidWeek Connect will be starting
shortly after Christmas, and informing people
about the classes offered will likely be a big
focus for these volunteers.
If you have questions or would like to serve
in one of these areas, please contact our
Director of Connections, Paige Cooper,
at pcooper@springfieldfirst.org
or 793-9760 x114. Sign-ups will also be
available at Connection Point and online.

NEW MEMBERS
We praise God for these newest members of Springfield First!
They joined this United Methodist faith community on Sunday, October 28, 2018.
Please warmly welcome them!

Back row left to right:
Roger, Dan Ray, Becky Ray, Ramon Ortiz, Keri Clemmer, J.R. Lauer, Chris Gordon, Carla Powers
Front row left to right:
Rexanne Griffeth, Keith Griffeth, Todd Paskiewicz, Kimberly Paskiewicz, Sherry Leotta, Nichole
Lauer, Linsay Gordon, Amy Guinn, Sherry Sinnott
Not pictured: Madeline Landes

FAITH IS A LIFELONG JOURNEY!

START
HERE!

PARENTS: If you would
like more information
about Kids Ministries,
contact Amanda Reed
at 793-9760 x106 or
areed@springfieldfirst.org.

KIDS MINISTRIES
FUMC TotLife

KIDS MINISTRIES EXPERIENCES
DURING ALL WORSHIP SERVICES:
SATURDAY | 5:30pm
SUNDAY | 9:00am
SUNDAY | 10:30am

FUMC KidLife

FUMC TweenLife
(4th-5th
grade)

KIDS MINISTRIES
Birth to 5 Years
Christmas is all about Jesus' birthday,
and we are going to celebrate BIG!
We want our little ones to know that
Jesus is God's Son, and that God's Son
deserves a birthday celebration as big
as Christmas! So get ready for a big,
amazing, super fun birthday bash!
Our memory verse this month is,
"God loved the world so much that
he gave His only Son." John 3:16

Kindergarten-3rd grade

Compassion is caring enough to do something about someone
else's needs. This month, we will be going undercover
and digging deeper into each aspect of the Christmas story
to find the compassion. We will be asking ourselves, "How can
I show compassion to others?" The memory verse for this
month is so very special because it illustrates God's immense
compassion for all of us: "God loved the world so much,
that He gave His one and only Son. Anyone who believes
in Him will not die, but have eternal life." John 3:16

A special Christmas
Celebration for all children
5th grade and younger
will take place during
the 3:00pm and 5:00pm
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4th-5th grade

Christmas Eve services.

ADVENTURE
BIBLE CAMP

SAVE THE DATE!
JUNE 24-28, 2019

Be sure and check out our social media platforms
for updates on all the great stuff happening at StudentLife!
Facebook: StudentLife FUMC | Twitter: Fusion_SM | Instagram: studnt_lfe

PARENTS: JOIN THE SUNDAY MORNING PARENT GROUP!
This Sunday morning group meets each week at 9:00am in
Room 2. Join us for a open table discussion around how
to approach parenting through the various topics being
taught to students at Sunday Night FUSION. This group
will be led each week by our Sunday Night discussion
group leaders, so you’ll have a chance to get to know the
leaders who will be teaching your students! Matt Cleveland
and Sydney Pappas will even take opportunities to facilitate
discussion as well. Sign up for our parent email list so that
you can know what the discussions will be based around
ahead of time! To sign up, email spappas@springfieldfirst.org.

DECEMBER MESSAGE SERIES
Who needs Christmas? Seriously, who needs
it? Well, as it turns out, maybe we all do.
In this series, we’ll discover just how
important the Christmas story really is –
for all of us. This 2-week series will lead
us up to the end of our FUSION year!
December 2: The entire world needs Christmas.
December 9: God needed Christmas to demonstrate His love!

STUDENTLIFE EVENT SCHEDULE Here are a few things happening in StudentLife:
The Sidewalk Prophets Live in Concert at Springfield First • December 7
Don't forget that Sidewalk Prophets is coming to Springfield First on December 7th at 7:00pm,
and we still need volunteers! If you or your friends want to volunteer for the concert, contact Matt Cleveland!

End of the year Christmas Party: Christmas Pajama Prom • December 16
You read that right! For the first time, StudentLife will end the year with its very first Christmas Pajama "Prom"!
(Maybe not a prom in the "traditional" sense – however, there will be music, food, games, and of course
everyone in their (appropriate!) Christmas PJs!) There’s even a rumor that the Lip-Sync battle may be
returning… you’ll just have to come and see! It will be on Sunday, December 16th, from 5:00 – 7:30pm.
SAVE THE DATE FOR BEACH WEEK 2019: July 6 – 12, 2019 · Registration forms are now available outside Room 8.

For more information about any of the StudentLife events, contact StudentLife Directors:
Matt Cleveland at mcleveland@springfieldfirst.org or Sydney Pappas at spappas@springfieldfirst.org

SENIOR MINISTRIES
For information regarding Senior Ministries’ events or trips, or if you
or a loved one are moving to a care facility, please contact Carli Burton
at cburton@springfieldfirst.org or 793-9760 x111.

Christmas Comes to Around the Table Adventure

Gather around the table for fellowship, games, and dinner!

WE WILL MEET ON THURSDAY, DECEMBER 13, IN ROOMS 5 & 6 AT 9:30AM.
Please bring an UNWRAPPED gift for a child ages 5 to 12. Knowing that the toys
will bring joy to the children they are given to is one of our favorite times
of year! These toys will go to the Asbury Children’s Supper Hour.
(Price range is up to you – check out the Five Below store.) There will be
coffee and sweet treats waiting for you upon arrival, and then a delicious
hot Christmas dinner will be served at 11:45am. The menu will consist
of pork loin, baked potatoes, and all the fixings. Suggested donation
is $5.00. Our hostesses are Ruth Long and Carole Ball.

Christmas Communion will be available to all our members and former
attenders who are homebound. If you or a loved one wish to receive Holy
Communion and have not been notified by us, please leave a message
for Carli Burton at 793-9760 x111 or cburton@springfieldfirst.org.
Opportunity to serve: We are in need of volunteers to deliver the poinsettias
that have graced our Sanctuary during Christmas Eve services to our
homebound or those in care facilities. We ask that the delivery be made during
the week between Christmas and New Year’s. Please sign up in the Atrium.
The information needed to make a visit and deliver the poinsettias will be
mailed to you prior to Christmas. The plants may be picked up following the
9:00pm service on Christmas Eve or later that week. (The church will be closed
Tuesday, December 25; Wednesday, December 26; and Monday, December 31).
Thank you to our Caring Friends: Those who visit our elderly and those who

are visited, thank you for coming out to our 3rd annual Fall Communion Service.
Thank you to Alice Post and her team for another exquisite dinner made with love
(and pork tenderloin). Thank you to our wonderful pastors and staff who
ministered to us during this time, to Susan Raaum on the piano, to Kay Wilkinson
who led us in song, and to Don and Alyce Foster who blessed us with their
singing of old familiar hymns. You are all appreciated!
~ Mac Shotwell, Nicole Cox, and Carli Burton
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CURRENT MISSION ACTIVITIES

SCHEDULE

• QUILTING, SEWING, CROCHETING (3rd Thursday of each month, 10:30am)

• MIDWEST MISSION DISTRIBUTION CENTER – Collecting new
or clean blankets for the great need in Indonesia
Cookies for Shut-ins/Soup Supper
• BEERLAHAI ROI – Women & Children’s Mission Atrium 1/2/3
Needs newborn and size 1 diapers
5:45pm
December 5, 2018

December 14, 2018
UMW Luncheon CLC
CANCELLED
December 21, 2018
Lydia/Rachel Circles
9:30am
Rooms 5 & 6
January – Winter Break
No Meetings
or Luncheons
February 15-16, 2019
Illinois Great River
UMW Spiritual Growth Retreat
Chatham United
Methodist Church

• HEIFER INTERNATIONAL – teaching women how to be self-sufficient
• SOUP AND CHRISTMAS COOKIES FOR THE HOMEBOUND –
We will be having soup and fellowship as we prepare cookie tins
for the homebound on December 5, at 5:45pm in Atrium 1/2/3
• SENDING DONATIONS TO: Lessie Bates Davis Home in E. St Louis,
Cunningham Children’s Home, Kumler Outreach Ministries, Beerlahai Roi, Asbury
Children’s Supper, the Cole Project, Baby Fold, Midwest Distribution Center,
The Matthew Project, The James Project and The World Thank Offering of UMW
For further information, contact Crystal Russell at 801-2573.
LYDIA AND RACHEL CIRCLES
Lydia and Rachel Circles of friends offer more individual time. We welcome
all the women of the church. Lydia and Rachel Circles will meet in Rooms
5 & 6 on the third Friday of the month at 9:30am. A special program will
continue about the history of United Methodist Women in celebration
of 150 years. These Circles are open to all women of the church.
NUTS SALES
December 1-2 are the dates to purchase Pecan Halves, Pecan Pieces, Cashews,
Black and English Walnuts, and Almonds. This is our main fundraiser for many of
our mission projects. To preorder, contact Barb Zuspann at 483-2285 or 741-2550.
CHRISTMAS COOKIES FOR OUR SHUT-INS/SOUP SUPPER – DECEMBER 5
This special time was selected so ladies that work could join us for this fun
fellowship and enjoy a variety of soups for supper. You do not have to be a
member of United Methodist Women. Please bring some yummy cookies and
Christmas tins to fill for your loved ones and help pack some Christmas joy for
the church's homebound. Rides will be provided for those who don’t drive at night.
Contact Crystal Russell at 801-2573 or email her at russell.crystal@sbcglobal.net
to let us know if you can join us.

COME SHARE YOUR GIFTS OF FELLOWSHIP AND SERVICE TO LIFT UP OTHERS IN CHRIST!

CHURCH NEWS

POINSETTIAS
Forms are available in the Atrium if you

would like to give a poinsettia in honor of
or in memory of someone this Christmas.
The cost for each poinsettia is $12. If
you are paying by check, please note in the
memo area, “poinsettia.” The deadline to receive requests is
Wednesday, December 12. If you have any questions, please contact
Sharon Sweeney at 793-9760 x102 or ssweeney@springfieldfirst.org.

Christmas Shopping Made Easy!
This Christmas season, make sure
you stop by the bookstore and
check out our new holiday items
and gifts! We have a whole store
full of new things at great prices.
The bookstore is on the west
side of the building by the
Sanctuary and is open in
between Sunday services.
We accept cash, check,
or credit card. All proceeds
go toward Springfield First's
church missions.
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Deaths

IRS Charitable Contribution Deadline
According to IRS regulations, donors must mail

Please hold in prayer the family of:

Robb Isaacs

checks on or by December 31, 2018, in order to

BAPtisms

Checks received in the church or placed in the

claim a charitable contribution deduction for 2018.
offering on or after January 1, 2019, will not qualify

Welcome to God's family:

for a charitable deduction in 2018, even if the check

Emma Lorraine Fairfull

was dated 2018. All checks that are written, mailed,

Cadence Luzella Knipfer

and postmarked in 2018 may be deducted in 2018.

Camron James Knipfer

The church offices are closed on December 31, so

Collin Daniel Knipfer

all donations not mailed MUST be received in the

Gabriella Marie Weaver

office by 12:00pm on Friday, December 28, or in

IS JESUS IN YOUR WILL?
Our time in this world won't last
forever, but our influence can.
As you plan for the future,
prayerfully consider tithing 10%
of your estate to the church for
which Jesus gave his life.

the offering during worship services on December
29 & 30, in order to be included in your 2018 giving
statement. If you have any questions, please
contact Jenny Hutcherson at 793-9760 x103 or
jhutcherson@springfieldfirst.org.

December REAL Scriptures
December 1 – Isaiah 11:1-10

December 11 – Isaiah 60:19-22

December 22 – Luke 1:67-80

December 2 – Isaiah 9:1-7

December 12 – Isaiah 60:1-7

December 23 – Luke 2:1-7

December 3 – Philippians 2:1-11

December 13 – John 1:1-9

December 24 – Luke 2:8-20

December 4 – Malachi 3:1-5

December 14 – John 1:10-18

December 25 – Matthew 1:18-25

December 5 – Isaiah 52:7-10

December 15 – Luke 1:1-10

December 26 – Matthew 2:1-12

December 6 – Titus 2:11-14

December 16 – Luke 1:11-20

December 27 – Luke 2:21-27

December 7 – Jeremiah 33:14-16

December 17 – Luke 1:21-25

December 28 – Luke 2:28-35

December 8 – Psalm 43:3-6

December 18 – Luke 1:26-38

December 29 – Luke 2:36-40

December 9 – Psalm 27

December 19 – Luke 1:39-45

December 30 – Luke 2:41-46

December 10 – Zephaniah 3:14-17

December 20 – Luke 1:46-56

December 31 – Luke 2:47-52

December 21 – Luke 1:57-66
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To receive Good Tidings via mail OR email, contact the main office at 217-793-9760.
Connect with us online at www.springfieldfirst.org for more resources.

UPCOMING EVENTS

december		
1/2 		–

Anniversary Offering Weekend		

		
7
–
Sidewalk Prophets Live in Concert (7:00pm)
		

9		–

Christmas Cantata (9:00am & 10:30am services)

		

16		–

Starting Point (11:45am)

		

16 		–

Children’s Christmas Musical (4:00pm)

		

19 		–

Eve Before You Leave Service (7:00pm)

		

24 		–

Christmas Eve Services (3:00, 5:00, 7:00, 9:00pm)

		

25/26 		–

		

30 		–

Combined Morning Service (10:00am)

		

31 		–

Building Closed

january		
1
–

Building Closed • Merry Christmas!

Building Closed – Happy New Year!

		
9
–
Midweek Connect begins

		

20 		 –

Prayer Retreat (at the Chiara Center, 1:00 – 4:00pm)

		

21 		 –

Building Closed for MLK, Jr. Day

WEEKEND WORSHIP EXPERIENCES

Saturday 5:30pm Contemporary
Sunday 9:00am Traditional · 9:00am Contemporary in CLC · 10:30am Contemporary

Facebook SpringfieldFUMC
Instagram springfieldfumc
Twitter SpringfieldFUMC

Stay up on ALL future events of Springfield First · visit our website www.springfieldfirst.org

