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Our church staff is here to help each
of us live as a disciple of Jesus Christ
who transforms the world.
Feel free to contact them.

JESUS SAID, “I AM THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE. THOSE WHO
BELIEVE IN ME, EVEN THOUGH THEY DIE, WILL LIVE, AND EVERYONE
WHO LIVES AND BELIEVES IN ME WILL NEVER DIE” (JOHN 11:25-26).
All four gospels – Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John – give witness to the
resurrection of Jesus Christ. John’s gospel, often viewed as the most “spiritual”
of the four gospels, identifies the marks of the crucifixion of Jesus.
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Jesus appears to them behind locked doors. His appearance startles them.
His very presence exudes peace, and he says, “Shalom.” Jesus then shows the
disciples his hands and his side (John 20:20). Spikes were driven through Jesus’
hands. A spear was thrust into Jesus’ side.
Doubting Thomas was not present when Jesus appeared to his disciples. He told
the disciples, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger
in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe” (John 20:25).
A week later the disciples were again gathered together, still fearful and behind
locked doors. Thomas was present. Jesus appeared to them again and said to
Thomas these words: “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your
hand and put it into my side. Do not doubt but believe” (John 20:27).
The Crucified Jesus is now the Risen Jesus! I am a New Creation in Christ Jesus.
But the residual of my life before Christ still remains. I am an addictive
personality. I can have a temper. I can hold onto a grudge for a period of time.
I have to restrain my desires. The residual of the old life is enough to remind me
that I still have emotional scars and wounds from my old life before Christ. And,
unless I am careful, the scab can be torn away only to reveal my life before Christ.

“I AM A NEW CREATION IN CHRIST JESUS.
BUT THE RESIDUAL OF MY LIFE BEFORE CHRIST STILL REMAINS!”

custodial STAFF

One of my seminary professors, Richard Bondi, told me that I should never
minimize or negate the person I was before becoming a Christian. He told me
not to run away from my “shadow side,” but to fully embrace my own humanity.
I am glad that the scars and wounds of the crucifixion were visible in Jesus’
post-resurrection state. This says to me that I do not have to pretend, run from,
or be ashamed of who I was before becoming a
Christian. The reality is that I am a child of God!
The reality is that you are a child of God! Let’s all
go forth this Easter and claim our inheritance!

Renoldo Gayton | Lead Custodian
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It is well documented in Scripture that Jesus appeared to his disciples after his
resurrection over a period of forty days (Acts 1:3). The gospel of John indicates
that Jesus appeared to his disciples on Easter Sunday evening after Mary
Magdalene had gone to the tomb earlier in the day, only to discover that his body
was not there. Jesus then appeared to her, and she told Simon Peter (John 20).
Later on that day, the disciples were in a house and had their doors locked for
fear of the Jews. More than likely they were fearful because either the Jews would
blame them for stealing the body of Jesus or because the Jews would be looking
to crucify them next!
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APRIL 6/7
“I AM THE TRUE VINE”
KNOWING GOD’S POWER
APRIL 13/14 · PALM SUNDAY
“I AM THE WAY, THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE”
KNOWING GOD’S WAY
APRIL 20/21 · EASTER SUNDAY
“I AM THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE”
KNOWING GOD’S POSSIBILITIES
WEEKEND WORSHIP EXPERIENCES

Facebook SpringfieldFUMC

Sunday 9:00am Traditional
9:00am Contemporary in Community Life Center
10:30am Contemporary

Twitter SpringfieldFUMC

Saturday 5:30pm Contemporary

Instagram springfieldfumc
Website www.springfieldfirst.org

HOLY WEEK & EASTER
THURSDAY, APRIL 18
MAUNDY THURSDAY AT 7:00pm
We will share in Communion as we
remember Jesus’ last night on earth
and His last supper with His disciples.

On Easter, we celebrate Jesus’ resurrection
from the dead by the power of God.

FRIDAY, APRIL 19
GOOD FRIDAY AT 7:00pm

Jesus’ resurrection makes forgiveness

On this day, we remember Jesus’
sacrifice for our sin. He willingly
suffered and was crucified to pay the
costly price for our sins, so we could
be forgiven and reconciled to God.

God possible through our faith in Christ.

Easter Lily Dedication

Would you like to give a lily in honor
or in memory of someone at Easter?
The suggested donation for a lily is
$15.00 and we must receive the form
and payment by Monday, April 15.
Dedication forms and payment box
are in the atrium. Please make checks
payable to FUMC. You may also
mail the information to: Easter Lily
Dedication, FUMC, 2941 S Koke Mill Rd.,
Springfield, IL 62711. Please do not
put the dedication or money in
the offering plate. For questions
or more information, contact
Sally Howard at 793-9760 x102
or showard@springfieldfirst.org
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of sins and an eternal relationship with
Please invite your friends, family,
and neighbors as we celebrate the hope
and joy we have in the Risen Christ!

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES:
SATURDAY, APRIL 20
5:30pm in the Sanctuary

SUNDAY, APRIL 21
7:00am Easter Sunrise –
led by StudentLife in
Atrium 1 & 4
9:00am in the
Sanctuary and in the
Community Life Center
10:30am in the Sanctuary

Each year on Easter morning, we receive an offering
that will share the love of Christ with others. This year,
it is our hope to share the love of Christ with
those in Weala, Liberia. The parsonage
and church in Weala are in such
desperate need of repair that both
buildings are currently unsafe to
occupy. Your generosity will help
a family to be able to return to
their home and a congregation
to gather to worship God. The
Sangamon River District, of
which Springfield First is a part,
helped construct these buildings
years ago. It is exciting that we
have the opportunity to continue
to support the ministry that
is happening in Weala.
Please join in praying for what
God might be placing on our hearts
to share with the people of Liberia.
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IN THE LORD!

EVENTS

Coming to Springfield First UMC
in Coming
partnership
with The James
Project
to Springfield
First UMC
in partnership with The James Project

SPRING CANTATA ~
SINGERS WANTED!
The combined choir will present the
Spring Cantata, accompanied by a
full orchestra on May 5 at the 9:00am
traditional worship experience.
The musical reenactment of the
gospel will make your heart overflow
with joy and thankfulness. We will be
singing beautiful and exciting music
from various styles, including classical
selections from Faure’s Requiem, the
Hallelujah chorus, black and Southern
gospels, praise and worship, as
well as hymn arrangements in
symphonic style. There will be a lot
of congregational singing, and we
need a big choir to lead the worship!
If you are interested in taking part
in the Spring Cantata, come and
join us! No audition required.
Rehearsal for the Spring Cantata
will take place in Room 22 from
7:00 – 7:45pm every Thursday
from now until Easter. For more
information, please contact See Tsai
Chan at schan@springfieldfirst.org.

THE 2019 BISHOP’S OPEN

Come and experience practical teaching in a safe and
supportive
community
as we
work toteaching
equip families,
churches,
Come and
experience
practical
in a safe
and
and
professionals
to
better
serve
children,
especially
those who
supportive community as we work to equip families, churches,
have
experienced trauma
loss, children,
includingespecially
children impacted
by
and professionals
to betterorserve
those who
adoption
and
foster
care.
have experienced trauma or loss, including children impacted by
and foster
Friday, April 5, adoption
and Saturday,
April care.
6, 9:00am - 5:00pm
Lunch
and
snacks
provided.
Friday, April 5, and Saturday, April 6, 9:00am - 5:00pm
Tickets are $10/person.
Registerprovided.
at springfieldfirst.org.
Lunch and snacks
Questions?
Interested
in volunteering?
Tickets are
$10/person.
Register
at springfieldfirst.org.
Contact Eden
Lindberg
at
adoptionministryFUMC@gmail.com.
Questions? Interested in volunteering?

Contact Eden Lindberg at adoptionministryFUMC@gmail.com.

& DINNER

Friday, April 26

Join us for an evening of food and fun – for a cause!
Dinner will be served at 6:00pm and trivia will begin at
7:00pm in the Community Life Center. Dinner includes
soup, salads, drink, and dessert. Cost is $10.00 per
person. Trivia provided by Troy Roark. All proceeds go
to the Springfield First Missions Council. Please contact
Kim Dow at 299-1398 or kimdow1963@comcast.net.

Friday, April 26 · Piper Glen Golf Course
Festivities begin at 11:00am with lunch
followed by a shotgun start at noon. Dinner
will follow the completion of the golf outing.
Single registrations as well as foursomes
can be registered. All proceeds of the
outing will be for the Our Conference,
Our Kids campaign to endow spiritual life programs. Register online: igrc-reg.brtapp.com/bishopsopen2019
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Prayer Retreat

at the Chiara Center
Saturday, April 28, at 1:00-4:00pm

Saturday, April 13, at 2:00 – 3:30pm
in the Community Life Center
Women of all ages are invited for an afternoon
of refreshments, games & prizes, and
participation in a mission project!

Cost: $5 per adult
($2 for children ages 12 & under)

Contact Marjorie Beilstein at
mlbcpa9972@sbcglobal.net
to purchase tickets.

This is an opportunity for solitude, to
calm your spirit and satisfy your soul.
There are no special qualifications or
minimum age required, only the desire
to have a conversation with God. You
may want to walk the beautiful grounds
or sit quietly in a peaceful setting. If
you’ve been trying to hear from God
about a topic in your life, this just might
be the opportunity you need. Feel free
to leave early or arrive late. Whatever
time you have available is yours to
spend with God. There is no cost;
a free will offering will be received.

The Chiara Center is located
at 4875 LaVerna Road on the
northeast side of Springfield.
For more information, please
call the church office at 793-9760.

SAVE the date

MISSIONS

APRIL

HABITAT FOR
HUMANITY RESTORE
Join us on April 27th from
1:00-5:00pm as we serve at
Habitat for Humanity ReStore.
There will be a variety of activities
such as stocking shelves,
hospitality, cleaning, and check-out.
If you have any questions,
please contact Pastor Nicole
at ncox@springfieldfirst.org.

MISSION TRIP OPPORTUNITIES

We are offering several international and national mission trips in the next year. Please check out these opportunities and let
us know if you are interested in participating. We can’t wait to serve and to see what God does through these trips in 2019.

East Bay United Methodist Camp · Bloomington, IL | When: April 12-13
Doing What? Getting the camp ready for campers – indoor and outdoor work
Cost? $0-32 (depending on if you stay the night) / Contact: Ryan Reed at soloagwa@gmail.com
Haiti | When: June 6-11
Doing What? Street ministry/school ministry (medically trained persons welcome)
Cost? $1,500 / Contact: Kris Barrett at kris_1389@yahoo.com
Rippling Hope Mission · Detroit, Michigan | When: June 9-15
Doing What? Urban home repairs and construction
Cost? $350 / Contact: Bill Stephens at stephensbill@att.net
Henderson Settlement · Kentucky | When: June 16-22
Doing What? Home repairs and construction
Cost? $250 / Contact: Sue Nelson at nelson4131@sbcglobal.net

OneVoice Choir Mission Trip Bake Sale • Palm Sunday, April 13 & 14
The OneVoice Youth Choir is going to Michigan for their summer choir
tour this year! Every year we look forward to traveling to a different
location in our beautiful country to share the love of Christ through
music and service. We can’t, however, do these trips without
financial help. On the weekend of April 13 and 14, we will
have our annual Palm Sunday bake sale during all services
to help us raise money for this trip. This is the perfect
opportunity to purchase some tasty Easter treats for you
and your families, and help the youth choir go to Michigan!
Thank you for your financial and prayerful
support as we prepare for our tour in June!
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CHURCH NEWS
SAFE SANCTUARIES TRAINING
NEW TO SPRINGFIELD FIRST?
This is your opportunity to meet the pastors and
for us to get to know you over a laid-back lunch.
Learn more about this community of faith, the
vision of Springfield First, and opportunities to get
more out of your experience here. Meet others
who are new, take a tour (optional), and have
a few laughs.

The next Starting Point will be on Sunday,
May 19, from 11:45am – 12:45pm in Atrium 1.
If you are interested in attending Starting Point,
please contact the Director of Connections,
Sharon Sweeney, at 793-9760 x114
or ssweeney@springfieldfirst.org.

NEW MEMBERS

At Springfield First, we take the safety
of our children and youth very seriously.
That’s why we require everyone who
volunteers with our children and youth
to take a mandatory training once every
three years. In 2019, the majority of
our congregation will be due to take
the training again. Because of this,
we have several training opportunities.
Registration is now open online for
the following training dates and times:
• April 8, 6:30-7:30pm
• April 14, 11:45am-12:45pm
• April 24, 10:00-11:00am
• April 24, 6:30-7:30pm
• April 27, 1:00-2:00pm

We praise God for these newest members of Springfield First! They joined this United
Methodist faith community on Sunday, March 10, 2019. Please warmly welcome them!

New Members:
Jack and Pam Weisenborn; Gary and Janet Heyen; Nancie Brown;
Derek, Angie, Eva, and Ian Griffin; Katherine Tople; Dara Bose; Kathy Hutchins;
Cindy Morris; Christina and Tyler Woolsey; Colton, Ashley, and Nora Bell

FAITH IS A LIFELONG JOURNEY!

START
HERE!

KIDS MINISTRIES EXPERIENCES
DURING ALL WORSHIP SERVICES:
SATURDAY | 5:30pm
SUNDAY | 9:00am
SUNDAY | 10:30am

PARENTS: If you would
like more information
about Kids Ministries,
contact Amanda Reed
at 793-9760 x106 or
areed@springfieldfirst.org.

KIDS MINISTRIES
FUMC TotLife

FUMC KidLife

FUMC TweenLife
(4th-5th
grade)

KIDS MINISTRIES
Birth to 5 Years
Who is your friend? Jesus is my friend!
God created us to be in a relationship
with Him and with others. He wants us
to be a good friend, and we can learn
through the examples Jesus shows us
in the Bible of what friendship means!
Most importantly, God wants us to
love each other. That's why our memory
verse this month is from Proverbs 17:17,
"A friend loves at all times".

Kindergarten-3rd grade

4th-5th grade

When we're stumbling in the shadows, it can be difficult to
find light in the dark. We find hope when we believe good can
come out of something bad. No matter what happens,
God is in control and has a plan! As we help our children
find hope in any situation, we will be working on memorizing
John 16:33b, "In this world you will have trouble.
But be encouraged! I have won the battle over the world!"

Register for Adventure Bible Camp online at www.springfieldfirst.org!

ADVENTURE BIBLE CAMP · JUNE 24 – 28, 2019
Adventure Bible Camp (ABC) will be June 24th-28th. Get ready to embark
on a fun safari as we spend a week exploring the Bible, praising, worshiping,
and learning just how good God is! Because life is wild, but God is good!
Our ABC work days this month will be April 13 and 27, from 9:00am-12:30pm.
Come in your work clothes and be ready for some fun while we prepare decorations
for this year's ABC week! If you are interested in helping on work days, or volunteering
for ABC week this year, please contact Amanda Reed at areed@springfieldfirst.org.
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Be sure and check out our social media platforms for updates
on all the great stuff happening at StudentLife!
Facebook: StudentLife FUMC | Twitter: Fusion_SM | Instagram: studnt_lfe

For more information about any of the StudentLife
events, contact StudentLife Directors: Matt Cleveland
at mcleveland@springfieldfirst.org or Sydney Pappas
at spappas@springfieldfirst.org.

APRIL MESSAGE SERIES
God calls us to serve and share His love with
the people around us. If we’re being honest,
this doesn’t always come easy. But as we’ll see
in this series, the way we serve and love not
only has the power to change and impact
others’ lives, but our lives us as well. It can
change the world – and us – from the inside out.

EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE 2019
StudentLife youth will have the opportunity once again to lead our church on Easter Sunday for Springfield First's
Easter Sunrise Service! This is a fully student-led service that takes place Easter morning in Atrium 1 & 4 at 7:00am.
To sign up and be a part of this awesome experience, contact one of the StudentLife Directors,
Matt Cleveland at mcleveland@springfieldfirst.org or Sydney Pappas at spappas@springfieldfirst.org.

STUDENT-LED WEEKEND & 2019 BEACH WEEK STOCK SALES
Thank you so much for all of your love and support during the student-led
worship weekend of March 2nd & 3rd! Your support encourages our students
to continue to inspire us with their passion, courage, and commitment to
Christ! And thank you to all of you who chose to invest in and support Beach
Week by becoming a "stock holder"! Beach Week has become such a launching
point for each student’s walk with God, and we couldn’t do it without your support!
If you would like to be an "investor" in this awesome work that God is doing in our
student ministry, contact Matt Cleveland at mcleveland@springfieldfirst.org or
Sydney Pappas at spappas@springfieldfirst.org!

BEACH WEEK 2019: July 6th - July 12th
Registration is now OPEN for Beach Week 2019! Registration
forms can be found just outside Room 8 or upon request from
Matt or Sydney. Space is limited so be sure to register soon!

Senior Ministries

For information regarding Senior Ministries
events or trips, or if you or a loved one are
moving to a care facility, please contact
Carli Burton at cburton@springfieldfirst.org or 793-9760 x111.

AROUND THE TABLE ADVENTURE: SENIOR FELLOWSHIP (AGES 55+)
Date: Thursday, April 11 | Time: 9:30am - 12:30pm
Where: Rooms 5 & 6 | Why: Fellowship, food, fun (numerous card
games, and dominoes – you are welcome to bring
one of your favorite games.)
Hosted by: Linda Lally & Jan Argenta
Sweet treats and coffee will be ready when you arrive.
A delicious hot meal will be served at 11:45am.
Suggested donation is $5.00.
AN OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE · EASTER LILY DELIVERIES:
Volunteers are needed to deliver Easter Lilies to our members who are
no longer able to come to the church in person. The lilies may be picked
up following the 10:30am Easter Worship Experience on Sunday, April 21,
or the following few days. NOTE: Monday, April 22, the church building will
be closed. If you can help with this important and meaningful ministry,
please sign up in the Atrium at Connection Point. You will receive a
letter with the name(s) and address(es) of members for delivery
along with a card for you to sign and leave with the flowers.
We appreciate your concern and care for those that are homebound!
SPRING COMMUNION SERVICE will be on Wednesday, May 22,
in Atrium 2 and 3 for all of our Caring Friends at 11:30am. This is a
special service for ones who are unable to attend regular church
services and their “Caring Friends” (also known as visitation volunteers).
This abbreviated service is planned especially for each of you along with
a delicious served meal as we spend more quality time with our caring
friends as well as our pastors and staff. Please contact Carli Burton at
cburton@springfieldfirst.org or 793-9760 x111 for reservations. Contact
Mac Shotwell at macshotwell@gmail.com if transportation is needed.

WATCH FOR FURTHER
DETAILS ON THESE EVENTS:
Saturday, May 25 – trip to Fox Theater
to see Come From Away: On 9/11, the
world stopped. On 9/12, their stories
moved us all. Broadway’s Come From
Away has won Best Musical all across
North America! The New York Times
Critics’ pick takes you into the heart
of the remarkable true story of 7,000
stranded passengers and the small town
in Newfoundland that welcomed them.
Cultures clashed and nerves ran high,
but uneasiness turned into trust, music
soared into the night, and gratitude grew
into enduring friendships. Don’t miss
this breathtaking new musical.
Newsweek cheers, “It takes you to
a place you never want to leave!”
Cost for luxury coach ride and
Broadway show is $110.00. We have
tickets in Orchestra Seating, section
5, rows N – S for the 2:00pm Matinee.
Departure time is 11:00am. (You may
want to bring a snack for the bus).
On our return home, we will stop
at the Cracker Barrel in Troy, IL, at
approximately 5:00pm. Please sign up
in the Atrium or contact Carli Burton.
A nonrefundable deposit of $30.00
holds your ticket. Payment is due in
full by May 5. First come, first served.
Please make your checks out to
First United Methodist Church.

UPCOMING SUMMER TRIPS:
Thursday, July 25 – Barn III Dinner Theatre to see G.I. Jukebox. Dinner
begins at 6:00pm. This instant sell-out from 2008 is back by popular demand!
G.I. Jukebox is a terrific night out at the Stage Door Canteen. The cast sings
some of the best music of the twentieth century in fabulous four-part
harmony. The comedy and music flow fast and furious. It's a comic and
nostalgic musical retrospective of an America we'll never see again!
Cost for luxury travel, dinner, and show is $61.00. We will depart from
our parking lot at 4:15pm. Sign up in the Atrium. Your payment holds
your place. Please make your checks out to First United Methodist Church.
12 G o o d T i d i n g s /

APRIL 2019

Thursday, August 1 –
Cardinals vs. Cubs at Busch Stadium
in St. Louis; 6:15pm game.
Saturday, September 20 –
Cardinals @ Cubs at Wrigley Field
in Chicago; 1:20pm game.

April 13, 2019 . 2:00-3:30 pm
SCHEDULE
April 4
5:30pm
Church Women United
in Springfield
Human Rights Celebration
St. John’s A.M.E., 1219 E. Capitol
April 5
UMW Luncheon at noon
Mary Disseler presenting
“A Visit with Elizabeth Edwards”
Atrium

CURRENT MISSION ACTIVITIES
• QUILTING, SEWING, CROCHETING (3rd Thursday of each month, 10:30am)
• MIDWEST MISSION DISTRIBUTION CENTER – Collecting new
or clean blankets for the great need in Indonesia
• BEERLAHAI ROI – Women & Children’s Mission Needs Size 2 & Size 3 Diapers
• CUNNINGHAM CHILDREN’S HOME – Size 9-11 Women’s Socks (White)
For further information, contact Crystal Russell at 801-2573.
LYDIA AND RACHEL CIRCLES

April 5-6
Festival of Quilts
Cunningham Children’s Home
Urbana, IL

Lydia and Rachel Circles of friends welcome all the women of the

April 13
TEA PARTY from 2:00-3:30pm
Community Life Center

APRIL 5 • LUNCHEON

May 2
1:00pm
May Friendship Day
Fresh Visions Community Church
1551 J. David Jones Parkway
Springfield, IL

church and offer more small group time in which to grow! Lydia and
Rachel meet in Rooms 5/6 on the third Friday of each month at 9:30am.

Mary Disseler will be portraying Elizabeth Edwards, sister to Mary Todd
Lincoln, with “A Visit with Elizabeth Edwards,” to share a little bit of Lincoln history
with us. April’s luncheon will be served in the Atrium. Join us for this event
and luncheon. Suggested donation for lunch is $7.00; first-timers are always
our guests. To reserve your spot, contact Crystal Russell at 801-2573.
APRIL 13 • TEA PARTY

May 3
UMW Luncheon – noon
Ginger McKee
Cunningham Children’s Home
Community Life Center

This Tea Party is a the perfect chance to dress your best, sip a little tea, have

May 7
Niantic Methodist Church
UMC Sangamon River District
Personal Growth Seminar

from 2:00 – 3:30pm in the Community Life Center. Adult tickets are $5.00

some fun with games, and do it all with a purpose! We will be taking part in
a mission activity through Midwest Mission Distribution, so be sure to invite
other women of all ages. Tea Party With Purpose will take place on April 13
each and children's tickets (ages 12 and under) are $2.00 each. To get your
tickets, please contact Marjorie Beilstein at mlbcpa9972@sbcglobal.net.

COME SHARE YOUR GIFTS OF FELLOWSHIP AND SERVICE TO LIFT UP OTHERS IN CHRIST!

UPDATES
Director of Connections
We are pleased to announce that long-time employee and
friend of Springfield First, Sharon Sweeney, has accepted
the role of Director of Connections, effective immediately.
Sharon has been the executive assistant to the lead
pastor and has worked at Springfield First for 24 years.
She has worked with all three "Rogers" and feels lucky to have done so!
As the Director of Connections, Sharon will greet new guests and help place them and others into
volunteer opportunities, classes, and small groups. Her experience at organizing and carrying out
events with volunteers spans several years, and she annually leads 11 teams of more than
70 volunteers to host the Global Leadership Summit. She believes the best way to stay connected
to a church is to form relationships. Over the past 24 years, Sharon has made several treasured
friendships and relationships. (By the way, her star word for 2019 was “Hospitality”!)
Sharon is married to Jim and they have 3 adult daughters, Shannon (husband Mike) and twins
Sierra and Sydney (finance Raine), and one adorable grandson, Aiden. Her favorite activity
is spending time with the whole family – playing games, vacationing, or just hanging out.
Originally from St Louis, she loves the Cardinals, Blues, The Hill and Ted Drewes Frozen Custard.
Springfield First member Sally Howard will be working part-time as an administrative assistant to
help fill in with current work needs. (See the posting below for the full-time administrative assistant.)
Join the Staff Parish Relations Council and staff in welcoming Sally and congratulating
Sharon in her new role.

JOB OPENING: Springfield First is looking for an experienced

SPRINGFIELDFIRST $75

full-time administrative assistant to work as the office receptionist
and answer calls, work with the lead pastor, and do reports. See the
full job description online and submit a resume to Executive Director,
Lana Salomonson, at lsalomonson@springfieldfirst.org.

NEW ONLINE GIVING
We are now using a brand new system for online giving by credit card. This change is only one aspect
of an exciting update to our computer software system! The link to switch to the new system is on
our website at www.springfieldfirst.org/give. If you have recurring donations, the current system
will no longer be able to process those gifts after April 3, 2019. To set up recurring donations
in the new system, please contact our Financial Administrator, Jenny Hutcherson, at
jhutcherson@springfieldfirst.org or 793-9760 x103, and she will help you set up a new account.
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Unfi nish ed Gene rosi ty Init iati ve...

BAPTISMS

December 2017 – February 2019

Welcome to
God's family:

ACTUAL TO DATE: $ 4 , 0 0 1 , 0 9 0 . 1 7

Harper Elizabeth Mendenhall
Naomi Karen Willis
Zara Kaylin Reed
Finn Matthew Tople

Deaths
Please hold in prayer
the family of:
Imogene James

IS JESUS IN YOUR WILL?

2 YEAR GOAL: $ 6 . 5 million
OUTSTANDING BUILDING DEBT: $ 3 , 5 5 1 , 4 8 6 . 9 9

Our time in this world won't last forever, but our influence can. As you plan

for the future, prayerfully consider tithing 10% of your estate to the church for which Jesus gave his life.

APRIL REAL Scriptures
John
April 1 – John 1:1-18

April 11 – John 4:43-54

April 21 – John 7:14-24

April 2 – John 1:19-28

April 12 – John 5:1-15

April 22 – John 7:25-44

April 3 – John 1:29-42

April 13 – John 5:16-30

April 23 – John 7:45-53

April 4 – John 1:43-51

April 14 – John 5:31-46

April 24 – John 8:1-11

April 5 – John 2:1-11

April 15 – John 6:1-15

April 25 – John 8:12-30

April 6 – John 2:12-25

April 16 – John 6:16-24

April 26 – John 8:31-41

April 7 – John 3:1-21

April 17 – John 6:25-40

April 27 – John 8:42-59

April 8 – John 3:22-35

April 18 – John 6:41-59

April 28 – John 9:1-12

April 9 – John 4:1-26

April 19 – John 6:60-71

April 29 – John 9:13-34

April 10 – John 4:27-42

April 20 – John 7:1-13

April 30 – John 9:35-41
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
2941 South Koke Mill Road · Springfield, IL 62711

Springfield, IL
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

To receive Good Tidings via mail OR email, contact the main office at 217-793-9760.
Connect with us online at www.springfieldfirst.org for more resources.

UPCOMING EVENTS

APRIL		

5/6 		 –

		

12/13		 –

Empowered to Connect Conference (9:00am)
Mission Trip: East Bay UM Camp in Bloomington, IL

		
13 		 –
United Methodist Women Tea Party (2:00pm)
		

13/14		 –

		

18		 –

Maundy Thursday Service (7:00pm)

		

19		 –

Good Friday Service (7:00pm)

		

21		 –

Easter Sunrise Service (7:00am)

		

22 		 –

Building Closed

		

26		 –

Trivia Night & Dinner (6:00pm)

		

27		 –

April TLC: Habitat for Humanity ReStore (1:00pm)

28

Prayer Retreat at the Chiara Center (1:00pm)

–

Palm Sunday - OneVoice Choir Bake Sale

MAy		

5		 –

Spring Cantata (9:00am traditional service)

		

12 		 –

Mother's Day

		

19		 –

Starting Point (11:45am)

		

27		 –

Building Closed for Memorial Day

WEEKEND WORSHIP EXPERIENCES

Saturday 5:30pm Contemporary
Sunday 9:00am Traditional · 9:00am Contemporary in CLC · 10:30am Contemporary

Facebook SpringfieldFUMC
Instagram springfieldfumc
Twitter SpringfieldFUMC

Stay up on ALL future events of Springfield First · visit our website www.springfieldfirst.org

