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ACTS (Part 1) 

Back in April of 2016, I began an invitation to the readers of my Weekly Message to read the complete 

Bible.  I suggested that each month we could focus on one Book.  I did expand the Book of Psalms into 

five different sections, and I may have split another book into two months, but for the most parts, 

starting with Genesis, I have moved through the Old Testament into the New Testament.   

My hope and prayer has been that at least one person would be inspired to pick up and read the Bible 

who had never done it before or that someone may decide to re-read it.  As I prepared for the next book, 

Acts, I came upon a very simple one-page outline for each book of the Bible.  So, beginning with this 

Weekly Message I will include an attachment for the book I am referencing.  I enjoy these summaries, 

because they give us background for helping us to understand how the particular book fits within the 

overall scope of the Bible.  I hope you enjoy these summaries as much as I did.  They are beneficial for 

all ages from middle school through adult.  Look for the attachment. 

I have always found the Book of Acts to be more challenging to read than other books.  It seemed so 

FULL!  I couldn’t wrap my head around how much was happening.  Sometimes, I would get wrapped 

up in the events and lose perspective on the messages to be gleaned from the events.  The Bible is a 

book of godly inspiration.  That is what I found within the Book of Acts this time, not just once, but 

many times.  For that reason, I have broken the book into a series of shorter stories.  Each of these 

presents a message.  The thing about how God touches our hearts and minds is that each of us is in a 

different place and needs something different from God.  Through His inspirational word, we are able to 

tap that which we need personally.  I don’t know if you need to hear something from the Book of Acts 

today.  Maybe the message for you is in Genesis.  However, I hope that by breaking this book into 

smaller stories you can contemplate the individual morsels, and thus, feast on the Word of God 

presented in the Book of Acts.  Because there are so many stories in the Book of Acts, I will be covering 

it over two months.  Here are thirty stories for 30 days, the period of time between today’s message and 

next month’s on June 23 (see second attachment).  Please feel free to read them in any order that sparks 

your interest.  

In peace and with gratitude for each of you, 

Merry Kris 

 

 

30 Inspirational Stories from the Book of Acts (part 1) 

Jesus is taken up to heaven.      Acts 1: 1-11 

Matthias is chosen to replace Judas.     Acts 1:12-26 

The Holy Spirit comes at Pentecost.     Acts 2:1-13 

Peter tells the crowd about the Holy Spirit.    Acts 2:14-41 

What early believers have to teach us about practicing our faith. Acts 2:41-47 

Peter heals the crippled beggar, the power of healing.   Acts 3:1-10 



Peter again tells the crowd about the coming of the Messiah.  Acts 3:11-26 

Peter and John are arrested, and Peter addresses the Sanhedrin.   Acts 4:1-12 

The name of Jesus is forbidden to be spoken.    Acts 4:13-22 

Believers pray for the power of the Holy Spirit and receive it.  Acts 4:23-31 

The believers share all things.      Acts 4:32-36 

The story of Ananias and Sapphira and lying to the Holy Spirit. Acts 5:1-11 

The story of crowds of people healed by the power of the Holy Spirit  Acts 5:12-16 

The Apostles are persecuted.      Acts 5:17-32 

Gamaliel gives the Sanhedrin advice.     Acts 5: 33-42 

Seven are chosen to handle the daily business of the church. Acts 6:1-6 

(the differentiation of roles within the church) 

The story of Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power.  Acts 6:8-7:60 

The church is persecuted and scattered, including Philip in Samaria.  Acts 8:1-8 

Simon the sorcerer tries to bribe Peter and John for the power of the Holy Spirit.  

                                                                                                            Acts 8:9-25 

How the word of God spreads through Philip and the Ethiopian. Acts 8:26-40 

Saul’s confrontation with Jesus and his conversion.   Acts 9:1-19 

Ananias baptizes Saul.       Acts 9:10-19 

Saul begins preaching and meets the Apostles.    Acts 9:20-30 

The growth of the church and the healing of Aeneas and Dorcus. Acts 9:31-43 

God shows no favoritism, the story of Cornelius the centurion. Acts 10 

Peter defends to the Apostles the bringing of the faith to a Gentile. Acts 11:1-18 

Barnabas and Paul developing a new church in Antioch.  Acts 11:19-30 

Peter’s miraculous escape from prison.     Acts 12:1-19 

Herod’s violent death and the failure to give God the glory.  Acts 12:20-25 

The Holy Spirit sets apart Paul & Barnabas on a new mission journey. Acts 13:1-5 

 



     

 

 

 

 

 


