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[bookmark: _GoBack]For those of you that don't know, I am a huge Christmas fan. I love the season, I love the movies, I love the food, and I love the music. It is by far one of my most favorite times of the year. Right around this time of the year, I have a tendency to start missing Christmas related things and I recently found myself thinking of the movie, "It's a Wonderful Life." You know the story, George Bailey, a hard-working man, he has always been there for other people, but at a point in the story, he runs into some trouble. He has lost $8,000 which will effectively land him into bankruptcy, fraud, and scandal charges. At this point, George begins thinking about the rest of his life. He never went to college, instead, his brother Harry ended up going. He never got to travel the world, because, he had to take over the building and loan company that his father had started. Long story short, it feels as if in being everybody's friend and trying to help others out, George Bailey has wasted his life. In the middle of this inner battle that he is struggling with, George Bailey finally reaches out to God and says that he needs God to show him the way. Now, when we watch the movie around Christmas time, many of us think to ourselves, "George, hang in there man. Things seem pretty bad right now, but you just wait till the end of the movie. It's gonna get better. Just hang in there!" (At least if any of you are like me, this is what I experience.) We already know how the movie ends, yet we are always excited when we see George reunited with his family and all of his friends are standing in his front room to greet him with songs and financial gifts to help him. It struck me that many of us are much like George Bailey. We come to a place in our life where we encounter storms that are clearly too large for us to handle. We recognize that things are bad, but when we finally turn to God and begin to ask Him to interact on our behalf, we start to recognize that our lives do have value. Not only in the eyes of others around us, but also in the eyes of our heavenly Father. The truth is this, every one of us at some point in our lives has felt lost and alone like there is no hope and no way of escaping the storm that is active in our lives. In the middle of those storms, we have a tendency to pray that God will take the storm away or we try to fight against the storm ourselves. Both of these are negative responses to these storms, however, because, in attempting to deal with the storm ourselves we nullify the power of God in our lives, and when we pray that God would take the storms away we will still not have peace even if He does for fear that the storm will just return. There is a third way that we should pray in the middle of these storms and it is not much unlike the prayer that George Bailey prayed in, It's a Wonderful Life. George prayed, "God, I'm not a praying man. But if you're up there, then show me the way." So many people would have prayed, "God if you're up there, then fix this situation. Quiet this storm. Drop the $8,000 in my lap. Fix my issue!" George simply prays for direction and we should do the same. In the middle of our storms which we face in this life, we should find ourselves praying, "God, I don't know why this storm is in my life, but I pray that you will be with me all the way through it." I've said it once and I will say it again, I would much rather be in the middle of the storm with Jesus then be out of the storm without Him. Each person in life faces storms. But even in the middle of those storms we can be sure that Jesus is walking alongside of us and that He has our best in mind. In Matthew 14:22-27 we see this in the life of Jesus disciples. The Bible says, "22 Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. 23 After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. Later that night, he was there alone, 24 and the boat was already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it. 25 Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake.26 When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear. 27 But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” What storm are you going through right now? More importantly how are you handling that storm? Rather than praying for it to go away, understand that it is something that God is using to help build your character. And always know that Jesus is with you, so you do not have to be afraid.
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