
I Peter 

This first letter of Peter is addressed to the people of the diaspora.  While I am 
sure many of you know what this refers to, I am including this definition for those who 

may not be familiar with the term.  A diaspora is a scattered population whose origin 

lies in a separate geographic locale. Historically, the word diaspora was used to 

refer to the mass dispersion of a population from its indigenous territories, 

specifically the dispersion of Jews.  Today, there are thousands of people who are 

fleeing from their homelands because of the persecution they were receiving there.  
Sadly, some conditions of humanity have not changed over the years since Christ 
coming.  This is what makes the words of the book of I Peter so significant today. 

 Peter reminds us to honor everyone, both those we know and love as well as 
strangers and adversaries.  Peter reminds us that our suffering here is temporary.  We 
have already received our gift of salvation and a life of grace and peace for eternity 
through our faith in Jesus.  He calls us to holy living which can be seen without words.  
When we treat each individual with respect and kindness, being considerate and 
humble, we demonstrate the grace that we have received through Jesus. 

 Peter explains that we should be live each day in grace and peace, regardless of 
our circumstances or suffering, because we live in the confidence and hope of eternal 
grace given to us through Christ.  Who can say they have suffered more without being 
guilty of sin than Jesus?  And yet, he gave himself up willingly for us that we might be 
called the children of God to sit at the eternal table with Him. 

 There is such a comfort in sitting in the pews of our churches, surrounded by 
those who are likeminded, but we are called to go out and serve.  We are called to bring 
love and aid to those who are suffering.  We are called to clothe, feed, and care for 
those in need, to persevere in bringing justice into an unjust world.  So, let us continue 
faithfully to reach beyond our comfort zones into a world that needs to experience the 
love of Christ. 
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