Weekly Message    
May 15, 2018
This coming Sunday we celebrate the birth of the Church with the story of Pentecost, the coming of the Holy Spirit into the lives of the first believer’s uniting and empowering them to be Christ’s body in the world.  The promise of Pentecost is that every believer can be filled with the Holy Spirit and empowered to experience forgiveness, healing, transformation, and God’s way of living.  The Holy Spirit has come to help us as individuals, but also to gather us together to be Christ’s body in the world so that Jesus’ ministry of love and compassion, of reconciliation and kingdom building may continue to be made known to every generation. 
 
There is hope for us and our community because God’s people are present.  Rick Kirchoff says, “When God sends forth the Spirit upon His people amazing things happen: barriers are broken, communities are formed, opposites are reconciled, unity is established, addiction is broken, cities are renewed, races are reconciled, hope is established, people are blessed, and Church happens.”  Rev. James Lemler writes, “The primary question for the Church at the beginning of the 21st century is the same question the early Church had in the 1st century.  Will we become alive and aflame with the Spirit of God?  Will we let the Spirit empower us to be a church of vitality and service, prayer and praise, evangelism and welcome, advocacy and witness, healing and compassion, a church that forms people in discipleship and helps build God’s kingdom?
 
What a joy to be connected to God in a personal way through the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit and what a privilege to be joined together to serve as the body of Christ in the world today and make an impact in people lives in Jesus’ name.  Pray every day for the Holy Spirit that birthed the Church to continually be poured upon our congregation and to bring transformation into your life so that God’s will may always be reality in this place.  See you Sunday, wear red!
 
Have a great week and God Bless.
Pastor George J. Kafer
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