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I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will 
have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.  -John 16:33 
 
Since the beginning of the new year, the youth have been learning about God’s 
promises and what they have to say about our own insecurities. Recently, we have 
been talking about feeling weak and not strong enough. The point we have been trying 
to get across to the students is not that we can be strong enough with God on our side, 
but rather that God can be strong enough for us.  
 
Our culture is at a major turning point. Everything is changing faster than we can adjust 
to and you generally see people slipping into two ways of looking at the challenges of 
life. One is the people who just say “Put your head down and work harder.” These are 
the ones who are full of a combination of affirmation, and stubbornness and see that as 
the only way to succeed. The problem is, the influential people in our society who are 
saying these things are the ones who that worked for; the ones who are successful, 
rich, famous, and influential. What they don’t tell you is that there is a sea of people 
behind them that that mindset just wasn’t enough for. They worked, they sacrificed, 
they hustled, their dreams didn’t come true. 
 
This has led to the rise in the second group of people. These are the ones who say 
“The system is rigged, there’s no way to make it, to win, to succeed, get what you can 
and don’t bother trying to do what you can’t, no one is enough to accomplish anything.” 
These are usually the groups that fight for better treatment of people regardless of 
their output, because they believe in being able to live their lives without all of the 
hustle that comes with no reward. Now, there are seeds of truth in this, as there are 
with the other mindset, but both are only part of the picture.  
 
It bothers me when I see Christians applying theology to only one of these mindsets 
and not the other. Yes, hard work and dedication and sacrifice are biblical, but so is 
compassion for the poor, concern for the quality of people’s lives, and ministry to the 
outcasts, underdogs, and dropouts of the world. And just as God’s Holy Spirit does give 
us strength to face our challenges, there are some things in this world that can break 
us, at least in mortal ways. It needs to be understood that this is not an unbiblical 
thought; it points to the fact that we are not the strong ones, God with us is.  
 
Yes, we can overcome trials, because God strengthens us, but more often in scripture, 
we find that it is God who is the overcomer. God even tells Paul that He is content with 
Paul’s weakness because His strength is made perfect in weakness. We need to erase 
from our mind this idea that God wants us to do all the things and we have no excuse 



for failure and weakness, because God is with us. Our ability to admit our inadequacy is 
what makes the presence of God stronger and more evident in our lives. We aren’t 
enough because of anything we do with God, we are enough because of what He does 
with us, in weakness and in strength.                  -Josh Levenhagen 
  
 
  
 


