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“Create in me a clean heart, O God. Renew a loyal spirit within me. Do not banish me 
from your presence, and don’t take your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of 

your salvation, and make me willing to obey you.”   Psalm 51:10-12 
 
A lot of our Family Ministry teachings have been lining up lately. Both in chapels and in 
Children’s Church, we have been talking about King Saul and King David. The children 
have been learning that King Saul was not a good king, not just because he did bad 
things, but because of his attitude. He did not obey God or follow God’s plan for him or 
his country, and when confronted about this, he made excuses. He regularly tried to 
get God to approve and follow his plan, rather than follow and obey God’s plan. In 
Young Adults, we have been discussing the hurts that we have gone through, and how 
they have shaped the story we are writing about ourselves.  
 
We cast ourselves as characters in our own story, often interpreting the events of our 
lives by the type of narrative we have already chosen, rather than the way events are 
actually happening. We write stories about ourselves as victims, helpless bystanders 
stricken by tragedy, with no power or responsibility to respond to it. We write ourselves 
as survivors, having no time for foolish sentiment and flights of fancy, as we have 
overcome hardship by hardening ourselves into staunch warriors, with indestructible 
and unreachable hearts. We cast ourselves as dreamers, oceans of easy-going Zen 
energy, ever compassionate, ever feeling, but ignoring our hurt rather than engaging 
the damage. Christians can especially fall into the trap of writing their story as the 
super-spiritual, the expert on all things God, with grand and eloquent explanations for 
their own hurt and other people’s and God’s reasoning for it happening. The problem 
with all of these is that our story is not just our own. It contains our own depictions of 
other people in our lives, who can resent and even be hurt by how we cast them in our 
story, which may be very different from how they cast themselves in the story that they 
are writing. And as Christians, our story ultimately cannot be written by us or even 
about us. As followers of Christ, our goal should be to find HIS story, and spend our 
lives discovering how we fit into it. As we do, we will continue to see elements of 
victim, survivor, dreamer, and spiritualist in our own story, but the ultimate author is 
God Himself. 
 
Saul was rejected as King because he wanted God to play the role he cast Him as in his 
story, rather than playing the role God had for him in God’s. David was called a man 
after God’s own heart, because He constantly brought his story to God for guidance, 
even when he knew he was wrong. The Psalms are full of his unedited, angry, and hurt 
thoughts, that we see get transformed into God’s story for Him. When David sinned 
grievously with Bathsheba, he didn’t make excuses, or try and write a narrative that 



justified himself. He wrote Psalm 51, begging God to be close to Him, and to restore 
him to his place in God’s story, a place called obedience. 
 
Let us take our inspiration from David and never stop submitting our story to God for 
revision and correction. Let us examine the way that our narrative may have hurt others 
and even driven them further from God, and let us find our place in God’s story and 
allow Him to write for us the answers that we need, which are often-times meant just 
for us. 
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