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“And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. And the angel said to them, 

“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the 
people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 

Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths 
and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” -Luke 2:8-14 

As many of you know, Christmas is my favorite time of year. This year, I have taken to 
researching the history of the holiday more, to better appreciate the journey that this 
celebration has taken over the centuries, and I recently learned something new about 
this passage that I find impactful to me. 

Most modern scholars agree that Jesus was probably born in the spring, not the month 
we know today as December. There are a lot of reasons they believe that, but one of 
the big ones is that the shepherds would have not been in the fields in December, but 
definitely in spring, as this is when many of the lambs were born. But there is another 
possible piece to this story.  

Some scholars believe that many of the lambs in these flocks may have been special. In 
the spring, the Jewish feast of Passover is celebrated, where a spotless lamb, without 
mark or blemish is sacrificed, remembering the lambs whose blood marked the 
doorways of the Jews in Egypt, saving them from the Angel of death, the final of the 
ten plagues of Moses. If these lambs were being raised for that purpose, it would have 
been much easier to keep them spotless, healthy, and uninjured in open spaces, as 
opposed to cramped enclosures in the city. These lambs represented the salvation of 
God’s people from death, their spotlessness representing the freedom from sin, and 
their blood representing God’s covering and protection.  

These shepherds, then, would have known more than anyone the cost of sin, the 
weight of sacrifice, as they would raise and care for these gentle creatures, knowing 
that they would be given as an offering before they became adults. It’s interesting to 
note what the Angel calls Jesus. He calls him a savior, for he saves us from sin and 
death. He calls him Christ, meaning “anointed one”, whose blood covers and anoints us 
much like the lamb’s blood on the doors in Egypt. And he calls him The Lord, the only 
one who can truly forgive sin once and for all and abolish the need for any future 
sacrifice. It seems only fitting, then, that the shepherds, understanding what this 
means, leave their flocks on the hillside and rush into the town, looking for Jesus and 



telling everyone they know what they have seen. This year, we can rejoice with the 
shepherds in the knowledge that the work is done, the blood has been shed, the 
sacrifice made, and our salvation is finally here. Merry Christmas!  -Josh Levenhagen 


