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In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God… 
In him was life, and the life was the light of men.  The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness has not overcome it.    -John 1:1,3-4 
 
What is your source? What is the thing that sustains you, makes you feel safe? What 
is the person or thing or idea that, when you think about it, makes you feel 
confident, like you know and understand enough to be able to get through this life? 
Be honest with yourself. You might find you are surprised by your own answer.  
 
This week, I was studying more about the 1st chapter of John and learned something 
I didn’t know before. We as modern Christians interpret these verses to mean a 
deep connection between God and His Word; that Jesus, the son of God is not only 
the earthly expression of God, His incarnation, but also the physical expression of 
His Word, the fulfillment of His will. And while this theology is certainly true, it’s 
actually replacing a way of looking at God from the 1st century that was wrong. 
 
This book, even though it was written originally in Aramaic, was widely circulated 
around the ancient world translated into Greek, in order to reach Greek-speaking 
Gentiles, or non-Jews. The people this book first reached were greatly influenced by 
Hellenism and Platonism, that is Greco-Roman culture and Greek Philosophy (Plato).  
One of the beliefs that was most widely held by Greeks was this idea that the 
spiritual and physical worlds are separate. Like the oil and water layering inside one 
of my many colorful desk toys, they believed that the spiritual and physical worlds 
never mixed. They also believed in something called Logos; the Word.  
 
Logos was knowledge. Science, philosophy, mathematics, logic, music, wisdom. 
Logos was the interwoven power of the knowledge of the universe, the great hidden 
wisdom that wound and bound the cosmos together. All fields of thought were said 
to simply be ways to tap into Logos. This sounded wise to many people and became 
a deep aspect of how many Gentiles looked at the world. But Logos, while infinite, 
was not personal. It could not connect or care. It was cold, distant, and separated 
from the daily lives of any who believed in it.  
 
John started His account of Jesus by starting with the beginning of all creation. He 
corrected the Logos belief system by explaining that God was one and the same with 
the infinite knowledge of the universe, but also chose to become the most personal 
being in the world to us, a human, in order to bridge the gap between the physical 
and the spiritual, to mix the oil and water, to allow us as fragile mortal beings to tap 
into the ultimate source. Of meaning. Of purpose. Of Compassion. Of love. Jesus can 
be our source of all of those, and when He is, it changes everything about how we 
live our lives.  
 



What is your source? What gets you through the day? This week, I encourage you to 
take steps towards allowing Jesus, the infinite personal source, to be there for you in 
a new and deeper way. “On Christ the solid rock I stand, all other ground is sinking 
sand.”                                                                                –Josh Levenhagen 


