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“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that 
the LORD your God is giving you. You shall not murder. You shall not commit adultery. You 
shall not steal. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. You shall not covet your 
neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his male servant, or his female 
servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor's.”    -Exodus 20:12-17 

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, 

Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”      -The Declaration of Independence 
 
As you may recall, I gave a message a few weeks ago on July 4th about how faith transcends 
patriotism. During that message, there was a section about being willing to give up our 
rights, just as Jesus did, for the sake of the Kingdom of Heaven, where our ultimate loyalty 
lies. While I was preparing that part of the message, I kept coming back to the Declaration 
of Independence and to this passage, and while I decided not to include some of my 
personal thoughts about this subject in the message, I would like to do so here. 
 
One of the ways of looking at faith and patriotism that I spoke about was faith equaling 
patriotism, this idea that the ideals of faith and patriotism are one and the same, and that 
they mutually support each other. One of the many ways that I see this incorrect belief 
express itself is through comparing and even conflating the rights defended by our 
government with passages like the one above, taken from the Ten Commandments. Though 
it may be difficult to believe for some, the Declaration of Independence and the 
Constitution did not come from a direct study of biblical theology. In fact, many of the 
quotes I see equated with Bible passages actually came from atheistic sources.  
 
The quote above, even with its reference to a creator, comes, many believe, from 
enlightenment philosopher John Locke. The enlightenment sought to create a perfect 
secular society based on reason and logic, and devoid of religious faith and superstition, 
which they passionately equated with each other. John Locke proposed that the basis of an 
enlightened society revolved around three basic human rights: life, liberty, and property. 
Most scholars believed that the third was changed to “The pursuit of happiness” to broaden 
the scope, but we can also not forget that, even as this country was being founded, there 
was already a disagreement between the northern and slave-holding southern colonies 
over what was considered to be property. Many of the ideals of our modern democracy not 
only didn’t come from the Bible, but came directly from anti-religious philosophy.  
And yet, I find it interesting that, in the attempt to define what made a healthy society, John 
Locke hit on all of the points that God had already laid out 3,000 years before. Honor your 
father and mother, do not murder: Life. Do not lie, do not commit adultery: Liberty. Do not 



steal, do not covet: Property. We cannot pretend that anything we have to offer as a history 
or a nation comes even close to God’s standard. But we can appreciate the rays of wisdom 
that God has allowed even those who do not believe in Him to see. We can pour the true 
ideals of a Godly life back into our country and make it a better place to live, but only if we 
are willing to acknowledge that the ultimate goal is a heavenly kingdom, and not an earthly 
one. We are not God’s country, nor is that the goal. The goal is for the world to be God’s 
people.   -Josh Levenhagen 


