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2020 was a mess. It was a global health mess, an economic mess, a political mess. It messed up 

our events, our plans, and our lives. Some lives were more devastated than others, whether by 

illness or grief or financial devastation, but most people are emerging from 2020 a little battered 

and tired of the unpredictable chaos in which we have been living.  Most of us are crying: 

“Enough chaos, already! Let’s get back to the predictable, ordinary world we miss so much.” 

What if chaos doesn’t have to lead to despair, but can lead to creativity? As those who worship 

the Creator God, we don’t have to look far to find reasons to engage rather than reject the mess 

we’ve been handed. Creating from chaos is a foundational part of who we are.  

 

1. Chaos is often a sign that something new is emerging.  Genesis 1:2 tells us that even as 

God set about creating the universe we live in, “the earth was a formless void and darkness 

covered the face of the deep.” This watery chaos was the starting point of everything we know, 

everything we see, all because our Creator God has a gift for creating beauty from chaos. God 

forms order from chaos and fills emptiness. God’s job description: order from chaos, fullness 

from emptiness, light from darkness, does not end on that first page. We find him engaged in 

these acts in Scripture, and he’s still cleaning up chaos in our lives. When Paul described it he 

wrote: If anyone is in Christ… New Creation! (2 Corinthians 5:17) Chaos ordered, emptiness 

filled, darkness banished. 

 

Here’s something worth holding onto, for everyone who will ever feel dark or danger, 

depression or deep distress: darkness is not of God. It is separate from him. God is separate 

from the darkness, but he’s also present in it. He’s not frightened of it. He’s not afraid to walk 

right up to it and command it. Create from it. Darkness, which will haunt human history in 

many forms, is simply an ingredient to God. Chaos is something to be shaped and formed by 

him for the grander recipe to come. For those who are struggling, take heart: God is not 

confounded by chaos. He simply sets about making all things new.  

 

2. Chaos can inspire innovation. The good news is that disruption is the mother of invention. 

The COVID-19 crisis has certainly given us plenty of chances to prove this hypothesis. 

Churches and ministries have had to go out of their way to discover new channels of ministry 

they would never have developed unless their normal routines were disrupted. Perhaps we can 

learn something from having the status-quo yanked out from under us. Chaos gives us the 

impetus we need to be creative, to launch new initiatives in new ways. 

 

3. You (yes you!) are creating from chaos all the time. As we walk through each day, we are 

all taking the vast world of raw material we live in and making a life out of what we have been 

handed. Our raw materials include not only the good and gilded creation that God handed us, 

but also the tarnished elements of the fallen world that we live in, touched by sin and tinged 



with imperfection. Our task at times seems like spinning straw into gold – uncovering glimmers 

of the original God-created shine and weaving them into what we make of the world. Other 

times, we end up unweaving the tapestry – spinning the gold back into straw – makers of 

mistakes, wrong opinions, wrongs, and hurts.  

 

The question is no longer: are you a maker? But: What do you make of it all? Consider the end 

of your day as compared to the beginning: What is in the world at dusk that was not there at 

dawn? A meal well prepared and enjoyed? A conversation? A compliment? A reassuring smile? 

All of these are creations. Less straw. More gold. The chaos isn’t going anywhere. But neither 

is the God who twirls it beneath his fingers, making the most of the world he has made.  
 


