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At that time there was a man in Jerusalem named Simeon. He was righteous and devout and 
was eagerly waiting for the Messiah to come and rescue Israel. The Holy Spirit was upon 
him and had revealed to him that he would not die until he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. That 
day the Spirit led him to the Temple. So when Mary and Joseph came to present the baby Jesus 
to the Lord as the law required, Simeon was there. He took the child in his arms and praised 
God, saying, “Sovereign Lord, now let your servant die in peace, as you have promised. I have 
seen your salvation, which you have prepared for all people He is a light to reveal God to the 
nations, and he is the glory of your people Israel!” Jesus’ parents were amazed at what was 
being said about him.  Then Simeon blessed them, and he said to Mary, the baby’s mother, “This 
child is destined to cause many in Israel to fall, and many others to rise. He has been sent as a 
sign from God, but many will oppose him. As a result, the deepest thoughts of many hearts will 
be revealed. And a sword will pierce your very soul.”    -Luke 2:25-35 

This week, while reading through Advent scriptures, this particular one stuck out to me. It’s 
about the day that Jesus was dedicated in Jerusalem, eight days after he was born. Jesus’ 
parents would have taken the several hours’ walk from Bethlehem to Jerusalem, a relatively 
short trip considering they had just come ninety miles from Nazareth to Bethlehem. Mary and 
Joseph came to dedicate their child at the temple and have him circumcised. What they didn’t 
expect was to be greeted by random strangers and have them prophecy over their newborn 
son. God brought at least two people to them that day; Simeon and Anna. Both had waited 
their entire lives for Jesus to come and God finally granted them a moment in the presence of 
their Savior.  

I think we forget sometimes the significance of Jesus’ physical presence in our world, that 
people got to see Him, speak to Him, touch Him. We often sequester Jesus into a spiritual, 
ethereal plane apart from all of the people who impact us here on earth but the truth is that 
Jesus was a person, too. In fact, He was the person: the embodiment of God’s willingness to be 
God with us, Emmanuel.  

During this uncertain season, so many of us are desperate to have something or even better, 
someone physical to believe in, something of substance that will fix all of this mess. It had led to 
a nearly cult-like following behind many major politicians and levels of fanaticism not seen in 
many years. But we as Christians already have our hero, our Savior, our person to believe in. 
And He is every bit as physical and real as anyone we’ve ever met and He also happens to be 
the only person capable of saving anything definitively.   

This season, let us not be so eager to despair or to have optimism because of any person or 
group of people. Instead, let’s remember to put our hope in the light who reveals God to the 
nations. God Bless, and Merry Christmas!  
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