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“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and 
with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do 
this.”  -Isaiah 9:6-7 
 
This last Sunday, I gave message about how we protect our faith and how we look at God’s 
goodness. We concluded that God shows His goodness, not just by or always by removing 
us from hard times, but by being with us in the midst of it, a concept that was ultimately 
demonstrated by the coming of Jesus, whom the angel heralded as Immanuel, which 
literally means “God with us”.  
Jesus came to this earth not just to die for us, but to live with us; to show us how willing 
God was to be with us through everything, even in human form. 
 
This week, I came across a message I gave last year for Advent, a season that is nearly here 
again. The following sentence caught my eye in a new way, as we rapidly approach the end 
of 2020: “We look to future dreams to carry us away from the present, we look to certain 
dates on the calendar to begin our lives over and then repeat the process each year…” 
 
I want to take just a moment to challenge and warn, and then encourage us. With all of the 
hardship this year has brought, many people have taken their frustration out on the year 
itself, as if 2020 were somehow cursed or broken. This has, for the most part, been all in 
good fun. However, as 2021 quickly approaches, I begin to worry that people are not only 
beginning to think that this crisis will somehow be contained to a calendar year, but they 
are actually putting real hope in the start of next year, as if 2021 is somehow immune from 
everything that will have led up to it.  
 
There are two hard realities we must embrace. One is that we are on track to bring all of 
the problems we are facing right now well into next year. Two is that that statement is true 
on a personal level for each of us every year. Fireworks are nice and the ball dropping in 
Times Square is entertaining, but there is nothing truly magical about a date or time on a 
calendar that would make it capable of taking our problems away.  
 
But there is hope. And that hope is Immanuel. This is what the rest of the section I was 
reading said: “But hope is here, right now, among us in this room.  John 1:9 says that “The 
true light that shines on all people was coming into the world”. That light is Jesus Christ and 
He is here. For us and forever, the wait is over. The Hope is now.” We don’t have to wait 
until 2021 to have faith and hope for the future. We can have it now. All we need to do is let 



ourselves trust in God’s promise to never leave us or forsake us and to always be with us. 
That hope is available to us now and everyday, forever.  
 
God Bless.  
 
Josh 


