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3 Then Jesus used stories to teach them many things. He said: “A farmer went out to plant his seed. 4 While he 

was planting, some seed fell by the road, and the birds came and ate it all up. 5 Some seed fell on rocky ground, 

where there wasn’t much dirt. That seed grew very fast, because the ground was not deep. 6 But when the sun 

rose, the plants dried up, because they did not have deep roots. 7 Some other seed fell among thorny weeds, 

which grew and choked the good plants. 8 Some other seed fell on good ground where it grew and produced a 

crop. Mathew 13:3-8a 

 

Jesus’ focus in this parable was about the seed but I spend half the year thinking a lot about weeds. I sure am in 

awe of how weeds grow so easily and quickly.  They seem to thrive in drought – my grass may be dead from 

the lack of rain but the weeds continue in abundance. As I walk around my neighborhood, I can’t help but 

notice other people’s lawns.  Some have lawns like mine, more weeds than grass, some are even worse, and 

some are quite green and lush and without weeds.  I do know what it takes to have such a lawn but I do not take 

measures to achieve it. 

As I spend time each week mowing and pulling weeds, I can’t help but be reminded how weeds and lawncare 

are like sin and our walk with God. To stay on top of the weeding, I need to do it regularly because if I ignore 

them, they will be out of control and it will be more difficult to remove them.  Just like observing my 

neighbor’s yards, sometimes we compare our sin to other’s – “well, at least my sin isn’t as bad as theirs’”. And 

sometimes, we recognize how to remove sin in our lives but we are not willing to take the measures that it 

requires. 

So, God reminds me as I work in the yard that if I want a better life, I need to be diligent daily to spend time 

with Him. Praying and being in the Word is like watering and fertilizing the grass.  They are necessary if I want 

a healthy relationship with Him.  I need to remove the “weeds” from my life when they pop-up and not ignore 

them.  Weeds spread quickly and so does sin. 

I would like a nice lawn free of weeds but it is not that important to me; living in right relationship with God is 

and I am thankful for the ways He reminds me to take the measure to achieve it. 

Blessings, 

Liz 


