
The Weekly Message Meditation 

October 11 2022 

 

34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 

another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 

John 13:34-35 

As the song says, “They will know we are Christians by our love.” This comes to my mind as I have 

watched some of the videos of the trial happening in Waukesha. I was struck the other day by the 

way the judge was dealing with the defendant who is representing himself. While it is her job to 

conduct herself in a professional manor, there was something deeper that seemed obvious to me. 

She was clear in her comments to this man about what was expected from him in the court but she 

treated him with the same respect and kindness she was asking from him. One could certainly argue 

that he did not deserve to be treated with such kindness, both because of his actions that brought him 

to this trial but also because of his behavior in court. However, watching then and since, she is able to 

continue to treat him, in my opinion, far better than he deserves. I did do a quick google search and 

as I expected, found that she is, indeed, Christian. 

I believe it was the next day that a devotion I read was based on the scripture above. The following is 

from that devotion: 

‘John taught that it was an act of love when Christians obeyed Jesus by loving one another. This was 

important because it would show the world that they were His disciples. Christ-followers who loved 

one another despite their differences in race, country, background, and experience showed how 

much the saving grace and love of Jesus could change people and save people.  This is still a 

command for us. The love we have for one another is vital to what others see when they look at 

Jesus’ followers. If people who don’t believe in Jesus see Christians loving each other in the midst of 

difficult or violent times, it will be a picture of the love God has for all of us.’ 

How timely this devotion was. We may not like the way people act or circumstances we are involved 

in but that doesn’t change Jesus’ command for us to love as He loves. Unconditional love does not 

mean unconditional acceptance of behaviors. I think this judge is living this command out and it has 

made an impression on my heart that I hope will never fade. When I see this woman, I see Jesus. I 

pray that I live in such a way that it would said of me. 

 

May it be so. 

Liz 

 


