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Stealing from God 

6 “I the LORD do not change. So you descendants of Jacob have not been destroyed. 7 Since the time of your 

ancestors, you have disobeyed my rules and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you,” says 

the LORD All-Powerful. “But you ask, ‘How can we return?’ 8 “Should a person rob God? But you are robbing 

me. “You ask, ‘How have we robbed you?’ “You have robbed me in your offerings and the tenth of your 

crops. 9 So a curse is on you, because the whole nation has robbed me. 10 Bring to the storehouse a full tenth of 

what you earn so there will be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the LORD All-Powerful. “I will open the 

windows of heaven for you and pour out all the blessings you need.       Malachi 3:6-9 NCV 

It was 25 years ago, after being in church my entire life, that I heard this scripture and a sermon of a guest 

preacher, and it changed my life.  Every year since, at this time of year, the time that we celebrate stewardship, I 

feel like the Israelites as they celebrate Passover and remember how God delivered them. I remember and give 

thanks to God for the conviction of His Word that showed me the truth about money and my relationship with 

Him.   

As the heading of these verses says, as it is written in the New Century Version, I had been robbing God, 

stealing from Him by not giving Him what He has commanded. I was at a point in my faith journey where God 

had gotten my attention and I was learning so much about what it really means to be a Christian.  It was no 

longer a noun for me.  It was a verb. My life was being changed and transformed and it began with 

understanding it wasn’t just about believing in God, it was about being in relationship with Him and being 

obedient to Him.  

For some people, tithing is something they may eventually do as grow in their relationship with Him.  For me, it 

was really the first change I made as God began to really work on me.  I heard that sermon and by the power of 

conviction of the Holy Spirit, I made the decision to tithe.  In the flesh, it made no sense, but in my spirit, I 

knew that I had to trust God. God has been faithful to His Word.  He has, indeed, poured out all the blessings I 

have ever needed, and has blessed me with more than I could ever deserve. 

The talk of tithing can be an uncomfortable subject for some.  There are differing “views” on the subject; some 

say it’s an Old Testament command, not a New Testament one. To that, I would say, please read the first part of 

verse 6 again – “I the Lord do not change.”  Rather than relying on our own wisdom and ideas, if we seek Him 

on this, He will show us His truth.  If we desire to be obedient to Him, He will show us His will.  In verse 10 He 

even says to test Him.  It is the only time we will read this in the Bible.  He knew how hard it would be! 

Understanding that it all belongs to Him and He only asks for 10 % is key to understanding how very generous 

He is with us! 

For those who know the blessing it is to tithe, I celebrate with you!  For those who haven’t yet made this 

decision, I pray you will seek His will for you in this. It is so much more about our relationship with Him, 

trusting Him, being obedient, and truly putting Him first, than it is about money.  I can’t stress that enough – it 

is not about God (or the church) needing money.  It is about putting God above ALL things.  It is about us 

needing to be in right relationship with Him.  He is faithful.  He provides.  He is good.  All the time. 

Blessings, 

Liz 


