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“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your 

ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.”  Proverbs 3:5-6 

 

During the summer, our child care runs a day program for elementary children called Summer 

Wonder. That program includes a weekly chapel, where we not only go through the entire bible over 

two summers, but we also deal with harder questions of our faith and basic theology for growing 

minds. This week, we discussed the Garden of Eden and the choices of Adam and Eve. One of the 

ways that I teach them that God made us in His image was by giving us consciousness and self-

awareness, for the purpose of making choices.  

Humans have the ability of choice far beyond that of anything in the animal kingdom. We have ability 

to choose our thoughts, actions, and plans; an ability that falls outside of simple survival instinct and 

herd mentality. We have the capability of performing great acts of love and self-sacrifice. We also 

have the capacity for great harm, violence, and evil, and a tendency since the fall of man to lean 

towards evil. But too often, when we tell the story of Adam and Eve, we tend to focus solely on the 

terrible choice that they made and the fact that it brought sin into this world that now, only Jesus could 

save us from. While all of this is true, it was sin, not the power of choice, a gift God gave to us, that 

caused this to happen. And while Jesus is the only one who can save us from the presence, power, 

and stain of sin, humanity and our will still have a role to play, otherwise God would not have let us 

continue to have it.  

We must remember that, to this day, each of us has the ability to choose to bring more life into this 

world, or more death and destruction, to unify, or to divide, to escalate, or to pacify. Throughout the 

Bible, we see this choice presented to people over and over, whether or not to continue to live in the 

sin they have inherited, or to follow God’s will for humanity and make the choice to submit their will to 

His. Each time we see this in scripture, the consequences of these choices is shown to be deeply 

impactful on the people who make them, and on their community.  

As Christians, it is important to remember our inadequacy and our dependence on the saving grace 

of Christ. But we must not forget that we have a life to live serving Him and our world, a life that we 

continue to live after we come to know Christ. We carry the gift of choice that God gave us from the 

creation of the world, a power that comes with consequences greater than any other creature on the 

planet, for good and for evil. How will we steward the will God has given us? What choices can we 

make that will impact this world for the better, as we wait for Christ’s final redemption. We are all 

given choices similar to the one given to Adam and Eve. Knowing what we know, how will WE 

respond? Our choices matter.  
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