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25 Then an expert on the law stood up to test Jesus, saying, “Teacher, what must I do to get life 

forever?” 26 Jesus said, “What is written in the law? What do you read there?” 27 The man answered, 

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your strength, and all your mind.”[a] Also, 

“Love your neighbor as you love yourself.”[b] 28 Jesus said to him, “Your answer is right. Do this and 

you will live.” 29 But the man, wanting to show the importance of his question, said to Jesus, “And who 

is my neighbor?” Luke 10:25-29 

 

As some of you know, last July I got a puppy. One of the things I enjoy most is taking her for walks 

around my neighborhood.  She is a very happy and sociable dog and believes that everyone she 

sees is there to pay her attention and affection. She adores greeting people! This has given me the 

opportunity to talk to many people I likely would never have spoken to if I didn’t have her by my side. 

She is an “ice-breaker” of sorts and opens the door for conversations with those we pass by. It is 

wonderful to share her with others and to make them smile. 

I live in the city and my neighborhood is very diverse. I know God led me to this house 7 years ago 

and it has been such a blessing to me. My dog gives me the opportunity to be out and interacting with 

others in the surrounding blocks of my home. I talk with people of all ages, most of whom do not look 

like me. We are called to go out and be the hands and feet of Jesus and I feel like my little furry friend 

is a tool in my hands for God to use me, even if it is just to put a smile on someone’s face for a few 

minutes. Sometimes I am able to say things to encourage those I come in contact with, or just to be a 

listening ear. My days are richly blessed by these interactions and I look forward to how God may 

move in my life and the life of others in the days ahead. 

May you be blessed this day as you consider what tools God has put into your hands and how you 

may use them for His glory. 

Amen. 

Liz 
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