
The Weekly Message 

December 14 2021 

 
“The joy of the Lord is my strength” 

Nehemiah 8:10 

 

This past Sunday, the 3rd Sunday of Advent, we lit the candle of Joy. When I think of Christmas, I 

think the song, “Joy to the World” pops into my head almost immediately. As I have shared in the 

past, this song was not written to celebrate the birth of Jesus but rather to celebrate His 2nd coming. 

Advent is a time to prepare for both celebrating His birth and also, His return. 

 

I was reflecting this morning about this calendar year coming to a close and soon we will “flip the 

calendar” to 2022. I was thinking about this time last year and hearing so much about people eagerly 

awaiting the end of 2020 – as if everything would “magically” change because it would be a new 

calendar year.  The truth is, nothing changed. In fact, in my own little world, 2021 was a mixed bag.  I 

saw God do amazing things, miraculous even, blessing the lives of some who would receive what 

they had been praying for for years.  I also saw heartbreak; Ioved ones who had to endure 

unexpected illness, surgeries, near death experiences, loss of loved ones and events that fractured 

families. 

 

Life is hard, no matter what year it is.  What is wonderful is that no matter what else happens, God 

never changes. Never. Nothing that happens in the new calendar year will surprise Him. As I think 

about the candle of Joy, I am so thankful that the joy of the Lord is my strength. Everything in this life 

is temporary and for those who have received Jesus as their Lord and Savior, we have the promise of 

eternal life with Him. And while I feel like it is not talked about enough, really talked about, He IS 

coming again!  Halleluiah!  

 

May the joy of the Lord be our strength as we keep our eyes on Jesus, every day that He gives us, 

until He comes again, or calls us Home. Amen 

 

Liz 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/nehemiah/8-10.html

