
Hebrews 

 

Over the years, I have enjoyed studying the Bible using a variety of versions.  One that has been 
helpful is the Wesley Study Bible.  Both the initial book summaries and the Wesleyan Core Term 
commentaries have provided additional understanding for my study of God’s Word.  Here is the 
introduction to the book of Hebrews. 

 “This letter-or, better, sermon-to the Hebrews proclaims Christ as our great high priest, 

and as the perfect, final, and effective sacrifice for the sins separating human beings from God.  

Other New Testament voices use the images of intercessor or sacrifice to interpret the 

significance of Jesus’ death, resurrection, and ascension, but none to the degree, and with the 

eloquence, of this author.  Jesus’ death and its glorious aftermath assures us that God has put 

our sins out of God’s mind.  We may, therefore, release the guilt from our own consciences as 

well.  We can stand before God, confident of favor and assured of help, and walk forward 

toward our eternal inheritance following Jesus, our forerunner and model. 

 The faith of these believers has cost them dearly (10:32-34).  Now, some face the danger 

of giving up, or ‘drifting away’ (e.g., 2:1; 3:12;4:1), as their experience of loss drags on and 

God’s promises remain unfulfilled.  So, the unnamed author forcefully holds before their eyes 

what they do, indeed, have in Christ: ‘a great high priest’ (4:14), a ‘better covenant’ (7:22; 

8:6), an ‘anchor’ (6:19) for their hope, and the ‘permanent city’ (13:14) of God.  He urges the 

believers to continue to live in a way that shows God the honor and gratitude merited by God’s 

gifts, through public witness to Jesus, loyalty to the congregation, and edifying service to their 

sisters and brothers in Christ.  They are spurred on to live with ‘faith,’ an anchoring confidence 

in God and God’s promises, and to chart their course through this visible world by those 

unseen and future realities.” 

Wesleyan Core Term:  Faith 

“Faith was one of the most important theological concepts for John Wesley, as well as one of 

the most complex.  Over time, Wesley came to think of faith in different ways, all of which are 

important.  He first thought of it primarily as believing the truth of Christian revelation.  He 

never gave up that idea, but through his own experience of the grace of God, he realized that 

faith also involves trust and confidence.  In fact, having this trust in God became so important 

that eventually he began to consider faith as the evidence of God’s love that could secure our 

trust and confidence.  Because faith can have different dimensions, Wesley began to talk of 

‘degrees’ of faith to indicate how people could grow in the way they grasped the meaning of 

God’s love for them.  The highest degree of faith was coupled with such assurance of God’s 

love that a person was completely filled with love in return.” 

 

Here are a few of my favorite verses from Hebrews. 

Faith is the reality of what we hope for, the proof of what we don’t see. (11:1) 

Aren’t all the angels ministering spirits who are sent to serve those who are going to inherit 

salvation? (1:14) I always liked this verse, because I was thankful for the help.  Not only do I have 

the Holy Spirit, but God has also has sent angels to help me.  His help and guidance surround me 
and fill me. 



Finally, let’s draw near to the throne of favor with confidence so that we can receive mercy and 

find grace when we need help. (4:16) 

Merry Kris 

Summary included. 

 

 


