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2 (The trip from Mount Sinai to Kadesh Barnea on the Mount Seir road takes eleven days.) 3 Forty 

years after the Israelites had left Egypt, on the first day of the eleventh month, Moses told the people 

of Israel everything the LORD had commanded him to tell them.  

6 The LORD our God spoke to us at Mount Sinai and said, “You have stayed long enough at this 

mountain. 7 Get ready, and go to the mountain country of the Amorites, and to all the places around 

there—the Jordan Valley, the mountains, the western hills, the southern area, the seacoast, the land 

of Canaan, and Lebanon. Go as far as the great river, the Euphrates. 8 See, I have given you this 

land, so go in and take it for yourselves.  

Deut.1:2,3,6-8a 

 

The daily devotion app I use, First 5, has started a new study in Deuteronomy. It seems very fitting for 

the beginning of a new year. The first chapter is a recount of what Moses spoke to the Israelites after 

they left Egypt.  It is, and was, a reminder of what we can learn from their experience.  

A trip that should have taken 11 days, turned into 40 years. When they finally reached Kadesh 

Barnea, this is what they were told: 

20 I said to you, “You have now come to the mountain country of the Amorites, to the land the LORD our 

God will give us. 21 Look, here it is! Go up and take it. The LORD, the God of your ancestors, told you to do 

this, so don’t be afraid and don’t worry.” Deut. 1:20-21 

Still, the Israelites did not put their trust in God but thought they knew better and only 2 from that 

generation, Joshua and Caleb, ever got to the promised land.  

I as look ahead in this new year, I want to look ahead to what the Lord has for me and I want to end 

the year in the place that is according to His will and plan. While I have not heard words as clearly as 

the words that God gave Moses, I do feel He is leading me to make some changes and do some new 

things. I don’t want to miss out on anything that God has ordained for me. Whatever is ahead, I want 

to “go and take it”, and because most likely, it will be out of my comfort zone, I will embrace what the 

Lord says, “…don’t be afraid and don’t worry.” Surely Heaven is the ultimate promised land but here on 

Earth, I want to be on the path to what God has for me this year and I don’t want it to take longer 

than it needs to. What about you? Let us not be complacent in our walk with Him. Wherever we are, 

there is always more! Let us go after what He has for us! 

With God’s help, may it be so! 

Liz 


