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3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. In God’s great mercy he has caused us to 
be born again into a living hope, because Jesus Christ rose from the dead. 4 Now we hope for the 

blessings God has for his children. These blessings, which cannot be destroyed or be spoiled or lose 
their beauty, are kept in heaven for you. 5 God’s power protects you through your faith until salvation 
is shown to you at the end of time. 6 This makes you very happy, even though now for a short time 

different kinds of troubles may make you sad.  1 Peter 1:3-6 New Century Version 

I have a group of friends whom I have known for most of my life, some from as far back as 2nd grade.  

We have a running group-chat and we are in constant contact with one another. There are about 10 

of us with 5 living here in town and the rest out of town and out of state.  If is a great way to stay 

connected. We share everything going on in our lives and the lives of our families. Most importantly, 

we share the difficulties and lift one another up in prayer. There have been many concerns raised 

over the last few years and these last days have been filled with family members that are sick and in 

need of healing. Last night, after sad updates and a new awareness of another in need, one of my 

friends named two in the group to share updates on situations that she knew would be uplifting. It was 

a great reminder that in the midst of difficult situations to look for things that we are grateful for, things 

that will bring joy and hope.  We need to not keep a constant focus on what is wrong but to remember 

all that is good. Our human struggles are real and difficult but one day, none of all that is wrong will 

matter, and that is what gets me through. I am thankful that our troubles are not forever and that the 

best is yet to come!  

Amen. 

Liz 

 


