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“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who 

comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction, with the 

comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. For as we share abundantly in Christ's sufferings, so 

through Christ we share abundantly in comfort too.”    -2 Corinthians 1:3-5, ESV 

 

“Sometimes, the ‘breakthrough’ doesn’t come. Christians get sick and die. They lose the job and don’t get a 

better one. The resurrection and the transformation of all things remains our hope… When Paul wanted to 

encourage Christians, he did not say that their breakthrough was around the corner. He helped them to make 

sense of their suffering in the light of the coming reign of Christ. If we suffer with Him, we will reign with 

Him.”  -Esau McCaulley, Ph.D  

 

Hello, church family. I am writing this bedside with my father, whose suffering due to Lewy Body Dementia 

will be giving way to the power of the resurrection in a matter of hours now. I know that I have written about 

the passage above before but, as it is my life passage, I felt that this time in my life has called for it again.  

 

In recent years, I have become increasingly alarmed at the direction that some Christian leaders have taken in 

their preaching and teaching. Much like the heresy of the prosperity gospel that was popularized in the last 

century, an abundance of teachings can be found today that try and merge the hope of the gospel with some sort 

of destiny-laden motivational speaking. We want people to be happy, joyful and hopeful of their lives in Christ 

and their future with Christ, but some of us have mistaken that hope for some sort of earthly-based success or 

fulfillment, a tempting belief to embrace in a country with so many blessings. But this is not the Gospel of the 

Bible.  

 

Jesus, rather, taught His followers that their lives would likely be harder because of their faith and spent a 

considerable amount of time preparing them for what was to come. Paul continued this teaching by reminding 

the early church that our hope was never in monetary success, political influence, or even health and long life. 

Our hope is in Christ. We are children of Jesus’ earthly suffering, and so heirs in His resurrection.  

 

The danger in teaching people this newer, more subtle prosperity gospel is that it does not adequately prepare 

believers for the reality of this fallen world. We get sick. Our loved ones die, sometimes painfully, sometimes 

long before we think they should have. Justice escapes the innocent, violence finds the vulnerable and the 

young. Suffering remains a reality through the ages. We as believers don’t need pseudo-spiritual platitudes and 

optimism to the point of denial. What we need is to learn why we suffer, how to suffer for Christ, and how to 

make sense of that suffering in the true hope of our victorious Savior. 

 

We suffer because this world is fallen; it is sick and dying when it never should have been, full of violence and 

injustice. We also suffer because Christ suffered and we are not greater than Him. We suffer for Christ because 

He willingly suffered for us, enduring the consequences of a fallen world, stained by sin. But we make sense of 

that suffering by remembering that neither our own, nor His was for nothing. Jesus was victorious over sin and 

death, resurrected and made new in both body and spirit. In Him, we have a hope and a confidence that our 

suffering will give way to His glory, and the renewal of all things in the resurrection. We may not find an end to 

our suffering or the suffering of others here on earth. But in the resurrection, there will be no end to our victory.  

 

Josh Levenhagen 

 


