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“I did not tell you these things at the beginning, because I was with you then. 5 Now I am going back 

to the One who sent me. But none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6 Your hearts are filled 

with sadness because I have told you these things. 7 But I tell you the truth, it is better for you that I go 

away. When I go away, I will send the Helper[a] to you. If I do not go away, the Helper will not come.’ 

John 16:4b-7 NCV 

 

Last night, we gathered to celebrate the life of Alan Biehn. What a beautiful time it was to celebrate, 

appreciate and give thanks to God for the blessing that Alan was to so many people. 

As I sat there, my mind and heart were filled with so many thoughts, emotions and memories. At one 

point, I was struck with the magnitude of the impact on one particular group affected by his passing, 

the choir. We are always encouraged to be a part of a small group; there are different kinds and the 

choir is one such small group. Bonds are made by sharing together week after week and participating 

in an act of worship and service.  

Pre-Covid, each year there were many hours and weeks of preparation for Holy Week as Alan and 

the choir practiced special music for the season. Due to the pandemic, these last two years Holy 

Week “looked” different, and while we are, thankfully, able to worship together and there will be 

special music, this year, again, will be different after a very long history of what has been a familiar 

and meaningful worship experience for many. This will especially be felt by those who are in the 

choir. 

Because it is Holy Week, I have been thinking about the disciples and how their lives were affected 

by the events and days leading up to Jesus’ death and resurrection. They, too, were a “small group” 

who was going to have to deal with the loss of their leader. Their lives were going to be different, and 

things were not going to be the same.  

We, unlike the disciples, have the benefit of knowing the rest of the story. Jesus told them it was for 

their good that He was going away. Of course, they had no idea how that would be true. They loved 

Jesus and didn’t want Him to leave them. The lives of the disciples were, indeed, different, but in a 

very good way. Jesus promised to send The Helper, and He did and because He did, His Spirit lives 

in all who believe in and claim Jesus as their Lord and Savior.  Because Alan did so claim Him, we 

can rejoice that he is with Jesus for all eternity. We give thanks and praise to God for allowing us so 

many years of being blessed by Alan’s ministry here at Christ Church. God knows our every need 

and we also give Him thanks and praise for the ways He will provide for meaningful music ministry to 

continue, even while it may look different.  

To Alan we say good-bye for now. You are loved and will forever be remembered. Well done, good 

and faithful servant. 

To You, Lord, we give all the glory, honor and praise. 

Liz 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2016&version=NCV#fen-NCV-26629a

