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“But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so much, that even though we were dead because of our sins, he 

gave us life when he raised Christ from the dead. (It is only by God’s grace that you have been saved!) For he 

raised us from the dead along with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms because we are united 

with Christ Jesus. So God can point to us in all future ages as examples of the incredible wealth of his grace 

and kindness toward us, as shown in all he has done for us who are united with Christ Jesus. God saved you by 

his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from God. Salvation is not a reward 

for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about it. For we are God’s masterpiece. He has 

created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.”  -Ephesians 2:4-10 

 

As we begin a new Sunday series on Ephesians, fresh off of a midweek series on the same book, this passage 

struck me as particularly relevant to what we are going through right now. As our country prepares for an 

election in the midst of a pandemic, more than ever we see people sharply comparing themselves to others, 

putting other people down in order to lift themselves up and elevating politics to be the determining factor in 

their judgement of people, friendships, and even their relationships with family. Sadly, many of our Christian 

brothers and sisters have gotten caught up in this cultural current, when instead we should be the ones who push 

against it most. 

While writing Ephesians, Paul was looking to build a foundation of faith; a description of how everything came 

together to form the church and what that meant for the Ephesian believers. One of the goals Paul wanted to 

accomplish was to bridge the divide between Jews and non-Jews, often called Gentiles. Jews had spent so many 

hundreds of years trying to stay a separate, holy people for God that they had naturally began to think more of 

themselves just because they were Jews. But now that God had used the Jews to bring about the ministry of 

Jesus in order to save the world, there would be no distinction in this new church between Jews and Gentiles. 

Paul wanted the new church to not only understand that fact, but also the reason why. 

All of us were dead in our sins. Each and every one of us was born with a sin nature that inclined us towards 

rebellion and away from God. Paul goes so far as to say we were actively serving Satan. But God was merciful 

and saved us, not because we did anything to deserve it, but to show His power and love for all time. All of us 

started from the same place, no matter who we are or what we’ve done. And our weakness demonstrates His 

power to accomplish great things in us, starting with salvation. He is the one who has set us on this new path. 

Everything that He accomplishes through us from then on is for Him to take credit for, not us. 

So why then are we so eager to demonize and dehumanize the people around us in our efforts to appear morally 

correct within a system that renders that impossible? I’m not just talking about our current political climate. 

Politics as a concept is a man-made system that, just like people, will always fall short of God’s standard. Our 

righteousness is found in our relationship with Christ and the work He has for us to do as individuals and as the 

church. The best of us are only examples of His miraculous work and those who we see as the worst are simply 

those who Christ loved and died for who have yet to be redeemed. There is no place for boasting in God’s 

church, no opportunity offered to consider yourself better than anyone else. The entire concept of the church 

rests on the fact that we are all on the same level before God. 



As this season unfolds, no matter what your political views, find ways to be sources of love and compassion 

rather than strife. Conflict is inevitable in these processes, but love and compassion will only be present if you 

bring them with you. God Bless. 
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