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“For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain”. Philippians 1:21 

Ten years ago today it was Ash Wednesday and the beginning of the Lenten season.  I will always remember 

this because it was the day my mom took her final breath.  When we receive the imposition of ashes on Ash 

Wednesday, we may hear the words, “From dust you came and to dust you will return”. I found it so interesting 

for my mom to be called Home that evening. 

There is a song that has words that catch in my throat when I sing them, “You didn’t want Heaven without us, 

so, Jesus, You brought Heaven down. Our sin was great your love was greater, what can separate us now?” The 

Lenten season is our opportunity to reflect on what Christ did for us and how we respond to His sacrifice.  He 

died so that we would live for Him. The verse above from the Amplified Version reads this way, “For to me, to 

live is Christ [He is my source of joy, my reason to live] and to die is gain [for I will be with Him in eternity].” 

It is easy to get caught up in the things of this world, the things that we deal with day to day, but how important 

it is for us to have this attitude, that Christ is truly and completely our source of joy and our reason to live; not 

all the blessings He has given us but that the Giver of the blessings is high and lifted up, above all things. We 

are to fix our eyes on what is eternal, not temporal. Living a life for Christ and knowing that we will spend 

eternity with Jesus should be enough to bring us joy in the days He gives here on earth.  

From dust we came and to dust we will return.  Until that day may we walk ever closer to Him, loving and 

serving Him and others. 

Amen. 

Liz 

 


