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GALATIANS 

Some years ago, Ken and I participated in a Bible study at Christ Church called DISCIPLE.  It was, in my opinion, a more in-depth program for 

reading and understanding the Old and New Testaments.  It took a few years to complete, but was a very rich experience.  We were surprised 

when we moved to Door County to discover that the church, which we chose to attend locally, also offered the DISCIPLE Bible study, only this 

time it was a “Fast Track” version.  We signed up for the classes.  This past winter and spring we completed the Old Testament.  Then COVID-19 

came and the New Testament course was delayed.  Recently, it has begun again via ZOOM.   

Within each chapter of study is a summary of what is being discussed.  Oftentimes, these summaries cover just one book of the Bible.  I found the 

summary for the Book of Galatians to be clear and succinct.  The following is an excerpt from “Disciple Fast Track Becoming Disciples Through 

Bible Study, New Testament Study Manual.” 

Galatians is a pivotal letter because it sets out the fundamental difference between living by the Law and living by faith.  At issue is this 

question:  Since Jesus was a Jew and revered and quoted the Hebrew Scriptures, and since Jesus was the Messiah, must Gentiles become Jews 

before they can become Christians? 

Galatians has two powerful meanings for us.  First, without Paul’s teachings in Galatians the Christian church either might have remained a 

Jewish sect, holding on to Christ and Jewish law at the same time, or it might have spun off into a new religion without roots in Judaism and the 

Hebrew Scriptures.  It did neither. 

Second, Galatians helps us become free from a religion of rules without becoming morally reckless.  We avoid being “legalistic” on one or 

“libertine” on the other. 

Galatia was a region in Asia Minor, not a city.  Several congregations were scattered there.  Paul had founded some of them.  Now he learned 

that some Jewish and Gentile Christians had come into these churches and were spreading false and dangerous doctrines.  They questioned 

Paul’s authority, accusing him of not being Jewish enough, not being a true apostle, and perhaps demeaning him for his “weakness.”  Besides 

that, Paul wasn’t there to defend himself.  The issues were so crucial that Paul wrote in frustration and anger, “If anyone preaches something 

different from what you received [and there were], they should be under a curse!” (Galatians 1:9).  Again, “I wish that the ones who are 

upsetting you would castrate themselves!” (5:12).  His words were harsh, but Paul was dealing with spiritual life-and-death matters. . . . 

Paul blasted these ideas because they resembled the idea of earned redemption.  He, better than they, knew the full meaning of the Law.  They 

were playing with it; he had taken it absolutely seriously.  He had been Pharisee of the Pharisees, trying with total life commitment to keep every 

aspect of the Law.  Why?  Because if you are going to be saved by the Law, you have to keep it all, not just selected parts. . . . 

You who want to say that belonging to Christ Jesus is not enough, that there are other things you must do, where will you stop?  Is God’s saving 

work in Jesus Christ not enough?  Does the righteousness Christ Jesus gives satisfy only ninety percent of your needs? 

Either you are saved by God through the cross of Jesus Christ or you are not, declared Paul.  You can’t have it halfway or both ways. 

Paul reminded his readers that even Peter and Barnabas had wavered.  They had seen with their own eyes uncircumcised Gentiles converted, 

forgiven, filled with the Holy Spirit, motivated by love of Jesus and neighbor.  Yet, when criticized by conservative Jews for eating with Gentiles, 



they drew back.  Paul had confronted Peter face-to-face.  Either they (Peter and Barnabas) were saved by grace or not.  Either they were one in 

Christ or not.  Paul understood clearly.  They could not have it both ways (Galatians 2). 

Now Paul had to deal with related issues:  Why then did we have the law of Moses in the first place?  To show what wrongdoing is and to restrain 

us from sin.  The Law, Paul wrote, took care of us the way a legal guardian takes care of a minor who is not yet ready to assume full 

responsibilities.  But now, in Jesus Christ, we’ve come of age; we’ve been fully adopted.  We live not by rules but in relationship (3:21-47). 

There are many ways to continue our study of the Scriptures.  This is only one.  Each gives us a chance to learn and grow in our relationship with 

Jesus and each other.  I have also included the short one-page summary of Galatians.  Hope you are enjoying your time spent in studying the 

Scriptures. 

Peace, 

Merry Kris 

 



 


