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 “I urge you, first of all, to pray for all people. Ask God to help them; intercede on their behalf, and 
give thanks for them. Pray this way for kings and all who are in authority so that we can live peaceful 
and quiet lives marked by godliness and dignity. This is good and pleases God our Savior, who wants 
everyone to be saved and to understand the truth.”              -1 Timothy 2:1-4 
 
Tomorrow, we will witness as a nation one of the most tense inaugurations of a President in the 
history of our nation; one that is being overshadowed by a present and very real global health crisis, 
one that will not be attended by the leaving President, who is also being impeached for the second 
time, and one that will be guarded by thousands of U.S. Troops following the most violent attack on 
the nation’s Capital building in over 200 years. There is a lot to be concerned about regarding 
tomorrow.  
 
While reflecting on these events recently, I thought of this passage in particular. The Apostle Paul 
was writing to Timothy, a young minister whom he was mentoring, giving him advice on everything 
from how to lead his church to how to take care of himself physically and spiritually. At the time, the 
Roman Empire was occupying the nation of Israel and everything around it. Their relationship with the 
Jewish people did not come from any kind of trust whatsoever, much less from being elected or 
chosen. The predecessors to the Romans had desecrated the temple by sacrificing a pig on the altar 
and placing a statue of Zeus inside. The Romans themselves would eventually leave the temple 
completely destroyed, never to be rebuilt. You can imagine how tense their rule was among God’s 
people. 
 
And yet, we see in this passage that Paul ignored the political ramifications of what he was saying 
entirely, choosing instead to focus on the higher, spiritual goals of the Gospel. He didn’t care what his 
followers thought of their rulers, Jew, Roman, or otherwise. What he cared about was the peace, 
godliness, and dignity of Christians and for God’s truth to eventually be shared with the entire world.  
 
If Paul could take such a stance during an age that would see Christians burned as human torches 
and fed to wild animals, surely, we can do the same in a time and place where the people have so 
much of an opportunity to have a voice in our leadership. Politics are one of many means to ends that 
can build morality, not the other way around, as has been promoted now for years. I encourage you 
to consider the life of evangelist Billy Graham, who carried many values across the political spectrum. 
He was trusted to council 10 presidents, from Johnson and Nixon, to Clinton, Bush, and Obama. 
When asked why He refused to join a conservative clergy movement in the late 70’s, he said this: 
“Evangelists cannot be closely identified with any particular party or person. We have to stand in the 
middle in order to preach to all people, right and left.” We must shed political thinking from our 
spiritual lives, especially during times of high emotion like this. God’s interest is not in what we think 
of our leaders, current or future. His desire is for our obedience to Him in intercessory prayer for our 
leaders, and thankfulness for them. Only then can we reach a world poisoned by hatred and 
tribalism.  
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