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I CORINTHIANS 

In the book of Corinthians, we find a common dilemma in reading the Bible. The letter Paul is writing is to a 

specific group of people during a specific period of time. The issues and challenges facing this new church are 

both unique in some points and universal in others. The challenge in reading these letters is to grasp both. For 

example, in Chapter 13, Paul talks of the importance of love as the perfect way to live and share Christ with 

others, in Chapter 11, women are told not to speak in church. One section inspires us to live and act in Christ, 

the other is time and location specific to the particular needs of that church group to grow.  

By example, today we are all told that we should wear a mask for the health and safety of others, but that was 

not the case a year ago, nor is it likely to be the case a few years from now. Sometimes, as we read Paul’s 

letters, we are glimpsing issues that come into play at a specific period of time with a specific group of new 

believers. How many of us would say that we are the very same today in our Christian walk and behavior as we 

were when we first received Christ?  We change, we evolve, we grow in understanding.  With that, hopefully, 

our unique less than Christlike behaviors also evolve.  This is how Paul describes it, “26 Brothers and sisters, 

think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were 

influential; not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; 

God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28 God chose the lowly things of this world and the 

despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that are, 29 so that no one may boast before 

him. 30 It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our 

righteousness, holiness and redemption. 31 Therefore, as it is written: “Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord. 

(1:26-31).”  

In the Old Testament when the Lord tells Moses to have the people go out and gather manna; the rules are very 

specific. But we are not living by those same rules today. How many of us go out every morning to gather our 

meals from the lawn? On the contrary, in I Corinthians, as in many of Paul’s other letters, we see new people 

coming to accept Christ as their savior.  Paul is challenged by the issues facing these new Christians. “Among 

the myriad problems in the Corinthian church were: claims of spiritual superiority over one another, suing one 

another in public courts, abusing the communal meal, and sexual misbehavior. Paul wrote to demand higher 

ethical and moral standards, (Oxford University Press).” 

Paul reminds us in 1 Corinthians that we are free. In practicing that freedom, we should be careful not to 

confuse someone who has not experienced the freedom that comes in accepting Christ as our savior. Paul talks 

about the gifts of the Spirit, explaining that each of us is given different gifts. He then challenges us on how we 

use those gifts, reminding us that all gifts are to be used in love to bring others closer to Christ’s love and not 

simply to be used for our personal gratification.  

The inspiration I receive from I Corinthians as I continue on my Christ-following journey can be found in these 

words of love and caring: 

 No one should seek their own good, but the good of others. (10:24) 

 So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God. 32 Do not cause anyone to 

stumble, whether Jews, Greeks or the church of God— 33 even as I try to please everyone in every way. For I am 

not seeking my own good but the good of many, so that they may be saved. (10:31-33) 



Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not dishonor others, it is 

not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but 

rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 8 Love never 

fails. (13:4-8a) 

Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the 

work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain. (15:58) 

Do everything in love. (16:14) 

As with previous Weekly Messages, I have included a summary page on I Corinthians.  Each of us is in a 

different place in our journey. With help from the Holy Spirit who guides us, we are given the biblical 

sustenance we need to carry on and express our faith in ways that will help others.  
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