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II Corinthians 

One of the interesting side notes on the second letter Paul wrote to the Corinthians is that it is 

actually the fourth letter he wrote.  As you may recall in I Corinthians, Paul chastises the 

Corinthians and asks them to put aside their worldly values of success, fame, education and 

wealth, and to take on the values taught to us by Christ on the cross.  This letter to them is much 

more of a reconciling letter.  It lets them know that he has forgiven them for their ungodly, 

worldly ways and loves them. 

This letter also includes the appeal to the Corinthians to send support to the Christians in 

Jerusalem who are suffering greatly.   Throughout the Gentile world, many of the Christian 

churches had been sending support to the Jewish Christians.  Corinth had not. 

While there is criticism of Paul by the Corinthians for not being a “super apostle”, he points out 

that Christ set the example for how we are to live.  It was not a life of stardom and power, but 

rather a life of humility, forgiveness, meekness, suffering and poverty.  Jesus was exalted by his 

suffering and death on the cross.  Only after this did the resurrection occur and the promise of 

life everlasting.  God tells Paul that by him or us being less, God’s greatness and glory is more 

likely to shine through.  It is not about us; it is about God.  As Jesus said, “Only God is good.” 

The paradox of the cross is that it requires us to transform our values from worldly values to 

spiritual, godly values.   

Paul points to the disrespect shown to Christian leaders and asks the Corinthians to change this 

behavior.  Christians are to practice generosity, forgiveness, and unity.  It is important that 

Christians demonstrate those behaviors to those who watch them.  This includes how fellow 

Christians, Christian leaders, and those outside of the church (the followers of Jesus) are treated.  

It’s easiest when these qualities are embedded in the hearts and minds of believers. 

In conclusion, please find the “At-A-Glance” summary sheet for II Corinthians.   I also want to 

share these three verses from II Corinthians with you.   

“But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 

weakness.” Therefore, I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s 

power may rest on me “(12:9).  

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the 

God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any 

trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God” (1:3-4). 

“Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under 

compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (9:7). 
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